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calculi,  treatment  by  ERCP  can  be  considered  in reference
centres  (as  in our case),  since  this  has a  lower  morbidity  and
mortality  rate  than  surgery.10

Conflict of interest

The  authors  declare  that  they  have no  conflict  of  interests.

References

1. Argüder E, Karnak D, Kayacan O.  A surprising diagnosis of
pancreatitis with pseudocyst associated with sudden massive
effusion. Exp Ther Med. 2011;2:701---3.

2. Machado NO. Pancreaticopleural fistula: revisited. Diagn Ther
Endosc. 2012;2012:815476.

3. Wronski M, Slodkowski M, Cebulski W,  Moronczyk D,  Krasnodeb-
ski IW. Optimizing management of  pancreaticopleural fistulas.
World  J Gastroenterol. 2011;17:4696---703.

4. El-Beialy H, Fernandez I. Unusual case of  persistent unilateral
pleural effusion secondary to pancreaticopleural fistula. Int J
Surg. 2012;3:435---6.

5. Akahane T, Kuriyama S, Matsumoto M,  Kikuchi E, Kkikukawa
M, Yoshji H, et  al. Pancreatic pleural effusion with a pan-
creaticopleural fistula diagnosed by magnetic resonance.
Cholangiopancreatography and cured by somatostatin analogue
treatment. Abdom Imaging. 2003;28:92---5.

6. Kiewiet JJS, Moret M, Blok W, Gerhards M, de Wit LT.
Two patients with chronic pancreatitis complicated by a

pancreaticopleural fistula. Case Rep Gastroenterol. 2009;3:
36---42.

7. Bourliere M, Barthet M, Berthezene P, Durbec JP, Sarles H. Is
tobacco a risk factor for chronic pancreatitis and alcoholic cir-
rhosis? Gut. 1991;32:1392---5.

8. Wakefield S, Tutty B, Britton J. Pancreaticopleural fistula: a
rare complication of chronic pancreatitis. Postgrad Med J.
1996;72:115---6.

9. Telford J, Farrell J, Saltzman J, Shields S, Banks P, Lichten-
stein D, et al.  Pancreatic stent placement for duct disruption.
Gastrointest Endosc. 2002;56:18---24.

10. Sontakke A, Tayade BO. Case series of pancreatic pleu-
ral effusion with pancreatico-pleural fistula. JIACM. 2014;15:
245---8.

Arantza  Sánchez a,  Patricia  Ramírez de  la  Piscina a,∗,
Ileana  Marina  Duca a,  Silvia  Estrada a, Marta  Salvador a,
Amaia  Campos a,  Idoia  Ganchegui a, Leire  Urtasun a,
Elvira  Delgado a,  Francisco  García  Campos a,
Manuel  Pérez  Mirandab

a Servicio  de  Aparato  Digestivo,  HUA-Txagorritxu,  Vitoria,

Spain
b Servicio  de Aparato  Digestivo,  Hospital  del  Río Hortega,

Valladolid,  Spain

∗ Corresponding  author.
E-mail  address:  patri  rami@hotmail.com
(P.  Ramírez  de la Piscina).

A strange finding in the
common  bile duct

Un  hallazgo  extraño en  el conducto biliar
común

This  is  a  75-year-old  woman  with  a past  surgical  history
of  laparoscopic  cholecystectomy  in  2011.  In  2013  she  pre-
sented  with  an episode  of  acute  cholangitis.  An  endoscopic
retrograde  cholangiography  (ERCP)  with  sphincterotomy  was
performed.  Biliary  stones  were removed  and  a  plastic-metal
stent  was  placed.  The  stent was  removed  3 months  later.

The  patient  presented  to  our  department  with  recurrent
biliary  pain  in the  past  few  months.  Complete  blood  counts
and  liver  function  tests  were  normal.  An  abdominal  ultra-
sound  showed  a  mild  dilation  of  the  common  bile  duct (CBD)
measuring  up  to  11  mm and a 20 mm  hiperechogenic  linear
image  within  the  CBD.  An  ERCP  was  performed  and con-
firmed  a  dilated  CBD  with  a  20  mm  long  linear  filling  defect
(Fig.  1).  Biliary  sphincterotomy  was  extended  and  a  balloon
sweep  revealed  biliary  sludge  and  exteriorization  of  an odd-
looking  and  elongated  foreign  body  (Fig.  2),  which proved  to
be  a  surgical  clip (Hem-o-Lok®clip  ---  Teleflex-USA)  (Fig.  3).

Surgical  clip  migration  following  cholecystectomy  is  a
rare  but  well-documented  complication.  The  timeframe
between  the  initial  cholecystectomy  and development  of
complications  can  be  variable  with  case  reports  describing
migration  after  as  much  as  14  years.1 The  exact  mecha-
nism  of  clip  migration  and  stone formation  remains  unclear.
Some  authors  suggest  that clips  can  cause  erosion  and

Figure  1  Dilated  common  bile  duct  with  a  20  mm  long  linear

filling  defect.
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Figure  2  A  odd-looking  and  elongated  foreign  body  removed

from the  common  bile  duct.

Figure  3  Surgical  clip  (Hem-o-Lok®clip  ---  Teleflex-USA).

necrosis  of  the wall  of  the  CBD  leading  to  migration  of
the  clip.  Predisposing  factors for clip  migration  include  a
short  cystic  duct  stump,  inappropriate  placement  of  clips
and  local  infection  or  suppurative  complications  around
the  CBD.2 In  most  reported  cases,  the  migrated  surgical
clip  acts  as a  nidus  for  choledocholithiasis  and subsequent
biliary  obstruction.  However,  surgical  clips  alone  can also
cause  symptoms,  with  few  cases  previously  reported.3 The

diagnosis  may  be suspected  based  on  noninvasive  imaging,
such  as  X-ray,  ultrasound,  CT  scan,  and  MRCP.  Abdominal
ultrasound  is  not  the best  imaging  modality  to  identify sur-
gical  clips  because  clips  can  mimic  biliary  stones.  Although
CT  and  MRCP  can  detect  clips  and  their  relation  to  the  lithia-
sis,  ERCP  is  the preferred  test  because  it  can  simultaneously
remove  the calculi  and  the clip4 with  a  high  rate  of  success.5

Endoclip  migration  could  be potentially  avoided  by  the  use  of
absorbable  endoclips,  or  alternatively  ultrasonic  dissection
without  clipping.6

The  authors  emphasize  the rarity  of  the  case  and
the importance  of  the  differential  diagnosis  of  post-
cholecystectomy  recurrent  choledocholithiasis  or  abdominal
pain.
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