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Response to the Letter to the Editor on the article

‘‘Highs and lows in laparoscopic

pancreaticoduodenectomy’’§

Respuesta a la Carta al Director relativa al artı́culo «Luces y sombras
de la duodenopancreatectomı́a cefálica laparoscópica»

To the Editor

First of all, we thank you for the opportunity to reply to the

Letter to the Editor by Suarez Muñoz et al1 under the title

‘‘Laparoscopic cephalic pancreatoduodenectomy: May we

illuminate some shadows?’’, in reference to the article on

laparoscopic pancreaticoduodenectomy.2

Second, we the authors would like to thank them for their

interest and comments in the aforementioned Letter to the

Editor. Undoubtedly, this concern regarding safety in pan-

creaticoduodenectomy is shared between both groups, which

is reflected in the experiences published.3 It is not necessary to

re-emphasize the high complexity of pancreatic surgery,

especially pancreaticoduodenectomy, which requires special

involvement from the onset of symptoms and diagnosis

through preoperative management, as well as early detection

and anticipation in the appearance of complications. All of this

requires special thoroughness from all those involved,

especially the surgical teams.

We fully agree that experience in hepatobiliary-pancreatic

surgery, as well as previous planning of cases, planned

conversions or hybrid surgery, are key in the learning curve

of laparoscopic pancreaticoduodenectomy, always with

patient safety as the main objective. At the same time, we

must also guarantee the standards of oncological surgery and

a rapid recovery that does not hinder completing adjuvant

treatment.

What is currently being debated is the actual number of

cases required to overcome the learning curve using an

approach by stages,4,5 or even the need to institute adequate

accreditation and quality control measures, prior to routine
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clinical application.6 As the authors of this Letter to the Editor

mentioned, initial series suggest that a hybrid approach could

facilitate progression to final competence in laparoscopic

pancreaticoduodenectomy.7
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Germans Trias i Pujol, Universidad Autónoma de Barcelona,

Badalona, Barcelona, Spain
bUnidad de Cirugı́a de Hepatobiliopancreática, Hospital Universitari
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2173-5077/

# 2020 AEC. Published by Elsevier España, S.L.U. All rights

reserved.

c i r e s p . 2 0 2 1 ; 9 9 ( 3 ) : 2 4 8 – 2 5 1 251

http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ciresp.2020.11.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ciresp.2020.11.002
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ciresp.2020.07.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ciresp.2020.07.005
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ciresp.2020.07.005
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0010
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0015
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0020
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0025
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0030
http://refhub.elsevier.com/S2173-5077(21)00063-6/sbref0030
mailto:mcremades@outlook.com

	Burnout among General Surgery Residents in the Region of Murcia
	References

	Laparoscopic pancreaticoduodenectomy: May we illuminate some shadows?
	References

	Response to the Letter to the Editor on the article ‘‘Highs and lows in laparoscopic pancreaticoduodenectomy’’
	References


