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Massive Cervical Chylous Fistula After Left Cervical

Dissection§

Linforragia cervical masiva tras vaciamiento cervical izquierdo

Paolo Cariati,* Maria Roman Ramos, Jose Fernandez Solis, Ildefonso Martinez Lara
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59 years old male affected by tongue squamous cell carcinoma. The patient underwent tumorectomy and left selective neck

dissection. On postoperative day 5, a chylous fistula developed in the left neck with large production (>1200 ml per day) of white and

yellowish fluid through the cervical drainage (Fig. 1). The case was initially treated with conservative approach including low-fat

diet with medium-chain triglycerides, total parenteral nutrition, drainage and use of somatostatin analogs. Unfortunately,

conservative approach was not effective during 10 days. Hence, patient underwent thoracic duct ligation with thoracoscopic

approach (Fig. 2). Chylous drainage completely stopped 4 days later. No other complications were observed during patient follow up.
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