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Letter to the Editor

Simulation as a Surgical Teaching Model§
La simulación como modelo de enseñanza en cirugı́a

Dear Editor,

We have read with interest the article published by RuizGómez et al.,1 ‘‘Simulation as a Surgical Teaching Model’’. We
would like to congratulate the authors for its content and
share our reflections on this topic in a constructive manner.
The article reiterates the known advantages and philosophy of teaching through clinical simulation,2 which is of
great interest for teaching in a safe environment and due to
the fundamental role that simulation can play in the training
of surgeons. However, there is also the need for adequate and
structured training of instructors in simulation, and it is in this
aspect where we would like to contribute a series of
considerations that were not discussed in the article and
which we think are necessary for the success of this type of
teaching.
We are referring to the importance of ‘‘teaching the
teachers’’ and the certification of hospitals and individuals
to provide this type of teaching.3 It is clear that the RuizGómez et al. group and the hospital where they teach by
simulation, the Hospital Virtual Valdecilla (www.hvvaldecilla.
es), certified by the American College of Surgeons, are an
example of this type of teaching. The issue is that we are
witnessing a generalized use of clinical simulation as a
teaching tool in which a large number of professionals are
involved, but this development has not been complemented
by parallel developments in formal training in medical
education. Therefore, the increased use of new technologies
is giving rise to the paradoxical situation in which there are
many professionals with experience in training surgeons yet
no experience in research techniques in education or methods
of analysis and evaluation.4 It is here where we think the
Postgraduate Training Division of the Spanish Association of
Surgeons (AEC) should become involved if we want this
teaching model to be fully integrated into the training program
of our residents as a method for skill acquisition. References

about the best way to promote educators specialized in
simulation are scarce, even though there are defined standards for how to develop a curriculum for developing skills
through simulation.4,5 Some of the solutions that we propose
from the Division, which coincide with the suggestions of
other authors, would be the implementation of continuous
professional development programs, competitive funding
through grants for research projects in medical education,
qualitative data analysis,4 specialized in-person or on-line
workshops, and the creation of fellowship programs for
educators in clinical simulation.5
Thus, we believe that it is necessary to promote proper
training for educators, who in turn will be able to develop skill
training programs, and as a result teaching by simulation will
be more effective.
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