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resistentes mediante tinción de Zhiel-Nielssen. EL  cultivo en el

medio LwJ no pudo ser interpretado por encontrarse contaminado.

La identificación por MALDI-TOF MS  (Bruker Daltonics Inc., Ale-

mania) con un score de 1,909 fue de M.  heckeshornense. La cepa

fue enviada al Centro Nacional de Micobacterias (Instituto Car-

los III, Majadahonda, Madrid) para confirmar su identificación por

métodos moleculares y  la realización de estudios de sensibilidad

antibiótica por el método de las proporciones.

La identificación se  realizó mediante PRA del gen hsp65 y diges-

tión con las enzimas BstEII y  HaeIII. El patrón que se obtuvo fue

de 3 bandas 235/120/100 tras la digestión con la primera enzima y

otras 3  bandas tras la digestión con HaeIII 160/105/60. Esta iden-

tificación presuntiva se confirmó mediante secuenciación del gen

16S ARNr. La cepa con la que presentó 100% de homología en el

genbank fue con la cepa M.  heckeshornense S369 (NR 028759), com-

parando 1360pb. El estudio de sensibilidad antibiótica se  llevó a

cabo mediante CMI  en  medio sólido; la cepa fue sensible a  ciclo-

serina, etionamida, rifampicina, capreomicina, estreptomicina y

kanamicina, y resistente a  etambutol, isoniacida, PAS, pirazinamida,

TCH y tiosemicarbazona.

No es habitual el aislamiento de micobacterias no tuberculosas

en líquido sinovial, presentándose preferentemente en  pacientes

inmunodeprimidos. En nuestro caso, al  igual que en el  trabajo

de Yokohama et al.5, se realizó la identificación por MALDI-TOF,

por lo que se puede plantear su utilidad como una herramienta

rápida, coste-efectiva y  precisa para la identificación de M. heckes-

hornense. Presentamos un quinto caso de afectación osteoarticular

añadido a un caso de tenosinovitis2 y  3 de espondilodiscitis2,3. Pre-

domina el sexo masculino (4 casos), la existencia de algún factor

de riesgo (2 infección por VIH y  2 tratamiento inmunosupresor) y

en todos se consiguió la curación. La asociación de fármacos bio-

lógicos utilizados en  la artritis reumatoide y el mayor riesgo de

padecer infecciones graves presentan evidencias controvertidas.

Según un metaanálisis publicado en The Lancet6,  los medicamen-

tos biológicos mostraron un incremento significativo del  riesgo de

sufrir infecciones graves a dosis habituales en comparación con los

fármacos antirreumáticos modificadores de la enfermedad (FAME),

presentando la combinación de fármacos biológicos el riesgo más

alto.
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de Enfermedades Infecciosas y Microbiologı́a Clı́nica. Todos los derechos reservados.

Parvimonas micra infective endocarditis

Endocarditis infecciosa por  Parvimonas micra

Parvimonas micra, formerly Peptostreptococcus micros and Micro-

monas micros, are anaerobic, gram-positive cocci that belong to

the abdominal, oropharyngeal and genitourinary flora, commonly

related with periodontal diseases.1 Its  pathogenicity has been

also documented in disseminated diseases such as septic arthritis,

spondylodiscitis or abscesses in different organs.2–4 In 2015 the first

case of endocarditis was  described, in a  71-years-old male patient

with valve abscess.1 A literature review showed two  cases of infec-

tious endocarditis due to  P. micra1,5 and three cases related to their

ancestor P. micros.6–8

We  present a  case of infectious endocarditis in a  woman  with a

pacemaker and prosthetic mitral valve.

A 63-year-old female presented at the emergency department

with a history of one month of persistent fever at dawn and noon,

with chills, diaphoresis, asthenia and weight loss (5 kg). She denied

dental procedures, recent interventions or invasive diagnostic tech-

niques. Oral evaluation was made with no signs of periodontal

disease other than edentulism. There were no respiratory, gastro-

intestinal, musculoskeletal or urinary symptoms and no cutaneous

manifestation were found.

She had frequent follow-ups with neurosurgery and neurology

for a right cerebral subependymoma and a  mid-cerebral artery car-

dioembolic ictus performed eleven months prior to this episode.

She had had a  mechanical prosthetic mitral valve replacement in

1990. She had frequent checkups with urology for kidney angiom-

yolipomas.

On examination, temperature was  normal, blood pressure was

130/62 mmHg, pulse of 70 beats per minute, respiratory rate of  18

breaths per minute, and oxygen saturation 100%. Auscultation was

clear with no remarkable finding except for a  click in  the mitral

valve. No lymphadenopathies were noted, as well as no edemas,

with low muscle mass. The remainder examination was normal.

The patient was  hospitalized to study a fever of unknown

origin, and an echocardiography and positron emission tomo-

graphy/computed tomography (PET/CT) were done. The PET/CT

showed metabolic signs of infection in  mitral prosthetic and

periprosthetic tissue with moderate increased tracer uptake

at the right carotid artery, aortic arch, thoracic aorta and

pulmonary arteries compatible with active vasculitis on the

large vessels. No pacemaker or  extracardiac deposites were

found.

A Transesophageal echocardiography (TEE) showed a  vegetation

on the medial side of the prosthetic ring of about 8 mm (Fig. 1).
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Fig. 1. Transesophageal echocardiography, shows vegetation on  the medial side of the prosthetic ring of about 8 mm.

Cardiac and aortic CT discarded the possibility of valvular abscess

or aortitis.

During the first 5 days of hospitalization 3 blood cultures were

taken and incubated in BACT/ALERT® VIRTUO® (bioMérieux). After

43.94 h of average incubation (44.88 h – 42.82 h – 44.13 h) in

the anaerobic media growth of gram-positive cocci identified by

MALDI-TOF® as P. micra.  The antibiotic susceptibility was  done

using Epsilon test in Columbia blood agar supplemented with 5%

lamb defibrinated blood, in anaerobic atmosphere, obtaining the

following MIC  (mg/L) profile: penicillin 0.016, ampicillin 0.032,

amoxicillin-clavulanic 0.047, ceftriaxone 0.125, imipenem 0.012,

clindamycin 0.094, vancomycin 0.38, levofloxacin 0.19, rifampicin

0.002.

Empiric treatment was started with ceftriaxone and gentamy-

cin and later modified to penicillin and clindamycin after culture

isolation. The first negative blood culture was 4 days after initial

treatment. TEE showed vegetation stability without complications,

so it was decided to manage the case conservatively, with outpa-

tient orally treatment with ceftriaxone and rifampicin for 6 more

weeks. The evolution was favorable with negative control of blood

cultures up to one year after the episode. After a  year follow up by

the Rheumatology Department the conclusion was  that, findings

on the PET/CT scan were due to the inflammatory response to the

infection, which diminished on subsequent scans.

Endocarditis is mainly caused by  species of the genus Strep-

tococcus and Staphylococcus, comprising around two-thirds of the

total of infectious endocarditis, while anaerobic organisms are only

isolated in 2–16% of the cases.9 Predominant anaerobic species

are Cutibacterium acnes, Bacteroides fragilis and Clostridium spp.10

Endocarditis due to Peptostreptococcus spp. are infrequent10 with

P. magnus being the most common species.9 If we focus on P. micra,

until now five cases have been described in  the literature,1,5–8 only

two of them encompassed within this terminology.1,5
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