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Respuesta de los autores: «<Inmunogenicidad, efectividad y
seguridad de la vacuna COVID-19 en adultos mayores que viven
hogares geridtricos: comentario»

Dear Editor,

We have carefully read the reply by Kleebayoon A. et al. and their
comments about our work on immunization against Covid 19 in
elderly population. The temporality of this and the amount of scien-
tific information in recent years means that any study in real life is
qualified in a very short period of time by new evidence. Having said
this, and according to the recent literature today nobody doubts
about the safety or efficacy of the available vaccines against Covid
19, since it has been validated in numerous settings, including the
elderly population.'

Kleebayoon A. et al. focus on paucisymptomatic or silent
patients with Covid 19. At the time of the covid-19 infection boom,
some people might have no symptoms at all, but could still infect
others (asymptomatic transmission). In addition, there was a con-
sensus regarding the involvement of these people, in terms of
epidemiological risk, in the silent transmission of the new coro-
naviruses to other people and the subclinical spread of the disease
in the apparently healthy population. Asymptomatic patients never
knew they had the infection. Therefore, their ability to infect others
always depended on their behavior to comply with preventive
actions.

On the other hand, it is worthy highlight that immunization
does not have the objective of reducing contagion (neither pau-
cisymptomatic covid-19 or silent covid-19) it rather seeks, and data
confirm, that vaccines contributed to reduce the risk of severe ill-
ness from Covid 19, hospitalization and death.? Thanks to vaccines,
we have witnessed a drastic change of scenery in the last year, both
in nursing homes and in hospitals, with a great impact on reduction
of morbidity and mortality from Covid 19. This allowed, not only
to preserve lives, but also generating savings in health systems,
allowing people and countries to return to normal life.

In our study, as in others conducted in nursing home residents,
a history of SARS-CoV-2 infection before vaccination was the stron-
gest predictor of the antibody titer response.> Furthermore, prior
SARS-CoV-2 infection may enhance the vaccine response rate and
this response may differ from the results observed in clinical trials
conducted before the infection became prevalent in the population.

Lastly, although more severe courses of disease from Covid
19 associated with age, male gender and the presence of certain
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comorbidities are well documented, we agree with Kleebayoon A.
et al. that more studies are needed that provide evidence about the
intrinsic characteristics of the virus, as well as host genetic factors.*
This research would help to better explain the heterogeneity of the
virus.
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