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Research and publication of results has become part of our
professional life. Until not so long ago, authorship seemed to
be reserved for specialists linked to research departments,
and a few at most would publish one study during their years
as residents. ' The current rules on internal advancement
in hospitals, the «professional career», have resulted in an
«obligation to publish». Unscrupulous journals even bene-
fit from this by accepting any kind of publication in return
for payment. 2 There are some ethical issues regarding this
«need to publish», the well-known dilemma of «publish or
perish», that we cannot ignore. 3 It is, therefore, not uncom-
mon for conflicts to arise between authors regarding their
contribution to the work, the order of authorship and/or
their participation. And we are not referring here to the
«guest, gift, ghost, coercion, and/or honorary authorship»
mentioned by several authors."*>

In this issue of the Journal, we publish and correct an
error in the authorship of an article. This error includes
the number and order of the authors, as well as the cen-
tre where the data was compiled. This error was corrected
when the first author complained and after the journal’s edi-
torial management asked all the authors to acknowledge the
error, in writing.

The basic principles for accepting a research paper for
publication, whether it is basic or clinical, are ethical writ-
ing, peer review, and honest authorship. ¢ In a review of
2047 retracted articles, 67% had evidence of some form of
fraud.- 7 Authorship conflicts are a frequent problem.

In today’s age of collaborative research, authorship-
related fraud has been attributed to an evaluation system
that requires researchers to publish large numbers of arti-
cles because publications are important to how scientists,
institutions and universities are ranked. In almost all aca-
demic disciplines, the number of publications is the most
important measurable parameter for authors and the insti-
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tutions to which they are attached.? This could be a mistake,
and we should consider changing the situation. Those in
charge do not seem to be in any hurry to address the matter.
The need to publish in order to advance from a non-research
care position needs to be reviewed and new parameters set
to evaluate professional excellence.

Authorship carries credit and has important academic,
social, and financial implications - research grants.
Authors must be able to take responsibility for all aspects
of a published scientific article and must be able to defend
the entire study, or their individual part of multidisciplinary
articles. Disagreement about the authorship of an article,
reported to the journal editor by any of the authors, calls
into question the integrity of the entire paper.’

The International Committee of Medical Journal Editors
(ICMJE), known as the «Vancouver group»,’ provide guidance
for ethical conduct in authorship conflicts. '° Their guide-
lines are not always respected. The literature on authorship
practice has grown over the years and questionable prac-
tices have been identified. A more recent initiative, the
Contributor Roles Taxonomy (CRediT), defines up to fourteen
contributor roles, from the design of a study to its writing
and editing. "' The ICMJE criteria for including an author in a
publication are: (1) Substantial contributions to the concep-
tion or design of the work; or the acquisition, analysis, or
interpretation of data for the work; (2) Drafting the work or
revising it critically for important intellectual content; (3)
Final approval of the version to be published; and (4) Agree-
ment to be accountable for all aspects of the work. These
guidelines have been evolving since 1978. Their first versions
only referred to authorship criteria in a rather general way,
asking authors to confirm that they had read the manuscript
carefully and that they agreed with its content. Then in 1988
they mentioned a series of criteria, introducing for the first
time the concept of the «author collective» to denote a
group of authors, and the concept of «acknowledgement»
for those who might not meet the author criteria, but who
had nevertheless contributed intellectually to the study.
The «order of authors» was introduced in 1994. The exist-
ing authorship criteria were expanded in 2013 to include a
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fourth that all listed authors should agree to be accountable
for all for all aspects of the work and ensure that questions
related to the accuracy or integrity of the work are resolved.
It was also suggested that authorship should be decided
before starting a study for articles that would involve several
authors, perhaps even from other hospitals. In addition, the
processes were detailed for corrections to the list or order of
authors after submission of the manuscript, and the respon-
sibilities of the corresponding authors. A requirement was
added for authors to declare any potential conflicts of inter-
est and a form provided that all the authors involved should
sign. Subsequent versions have maintained these criteria.
We should underline the importance of the corresponding
author and the first author. They are accountable in the
event of an ethical or content-related dispute, whereas the
remaining co-authors can escape authorship responsibilities.
12

Any changes to the list of authors after an article has
been submitted to a journal, revision or acceptance of the
text should only be made with the full written consent of all
the authors, including the author whose name was added
or removed. " Incorrect authorship and/or disagreement
regarding authorship of the article submitted to the editor
by any of the authors undermines the integrity of the entire
paper and could result in rejection.

Publishing results is an act of responsibility towards read-
ers and the community.

The Revista Espanola de Cirugia Ortopédica y Trauma-
tologia uses a universal procedure: (1) it receives an article
for possible publication; (2) it informs each and every one
of the authors signing it of receipt of the article, using
the emails given in the manuscript, asking them if they
agree with the submitted text, regardless of whether the
email addresses provided are still in use; (3) it sends the
manuscript for anonymous peer review, constructive and
transparent; (4) it continues the editorial process, with cor-
rections to the content if appropriate, and it is accepted or
withdrawn from the process according to the opinion of the
reviewers and the editorial committee. The editorial board
does not know if the authors are who they say they are,
or if their e-mail addresses or the centre are as claimed.
If accepted, the article is published some time later, after
sending the edited draft to which the authors can still make
corrections.
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