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U.S.-Japanese Relations in Transition: 
The Case of Fukushima1

DAVID M. POTTER*

INTRODUCTION

It may appear odd to subtitle a presentation on United States-Japan relations with a 

locale associated with natural disaster. In fact, I was somewhat taken aback when I 

Þtuv"ucy"kv"kp"rtkpv0"Chvgt"cnn."yjcv"fq"vjg"4233"Itgcv"Gcuvgtp"Lcrcp"gctvjswcmg"cpf"
vuwpcok"cpf"vjg"uwdugswgpv"pwengct"rqygt"fkucuvgt"cv"Hwmwujkoc"jcxg"vq"fq"ykvj"
LcrcpÔu"hqtgkip"rqnke{A"Dwv."yjgp"K"tgàgevgf"wrqp"vjg"vkvng"K"tgcnk¦gf"vjcv"kv"kpenwfgu"
all of the elements of an old alliance: perennial issues, medium-term changes, and 

cewvg"kpekfgpvu0"Pgyn{/gngevgf"Lcrcpgug"Rtkog"Okpkuvgt"Pqfc"[cuwjkmqÔu"uvcvg"xkukv"
to the United Nations and his discussions with President Obama in early September, 

cpf"yg"okijv" cff" Hqtgkip"Okpkuvgt"IgpdcÔu" fkuewuukqpu"ykvj" Ugetgvct{" qh" Uvcvg"
Clinton just before, also demonstrate those elements. So, it is in those terms, the pe-

rennial, the medium-term, and the acute, that I would like to frame today’s discus-

sion about Japan’s relationship with the United States.

PERENNIAL ISSUES

It is perhaps best to begin a discussion of that relationship by pointing out what 

uejqnctu"qh" kpvgtpcvkqpcn" tgncvkqpu"jcxg"mpqyp" hqt" uqog" vkog<"W0U0"CogtkecÔu"Eqnf"
Yct"cnnkcpegu"ctg"uwtrtkukpin{"uvwtf{"*Ecnfgt."422;+0"Kh"cp"cnnkcpeg"uwtxkxgf"vjg"Eqnf"Yct"

3""Vjg"cwvjqt"ykujgu"vq"gzrtguu"jku"crrtgekcvkqp"vq"vjg"Egpvgt"hqt"Tgugctej"qp"Pqtvj"Cogtkec"*CISAN+"cpf"vjg"
UNAM School of Political and Social Sciences; the ITAM"Cukcp"RcekÞe"Uvwfkgu"Rtqitco"*PEAP+"cpf"Fgrctvogpv"
qh"Kpvgtpcvkqpcn"Uvwfkgu="cpf"vjg"Lcrcp"Hqwpfcvkqp"hqt"rtqxkfkpi"vjg"qrrqtvwpkv{"vq"ocmg"vjg"rtgugpvcvkqp"
qh"ÑTgncekqpgu"Guvcfqu"Wpkfqu/Lcrqp"gp"Vtcpukekqp<"Gn"Ecuq"fg"HwmwujkocÒ"cv"vjg"UNAM"qp"Ugrvgodgt"49."
42330"Vjg"vgzv"qh"vjku"ctvkeng"enqugn{"hqnnqyu"vjcv"rtgugpvcvkqp0

,"Rtqhguuqt."Hcewnv{"qh"Rqnke{"Uvwfkgu."Pcp¦cp"Wpkxgtukv{."rqvvgtBpcp¦cp/x0ce0lr.
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Ïpqv"cnn"qh" vjgo"fkfÏ."vjgp"kv" ku" nkmgn{"vq"rgtukuv"ygnn" kpvq"vjg"vygpv{/Þtuv"egpvwt{"
despite the fact that the reason for they were formed has disappeared and that alli-

cpegu"ykvj"jgigoqpu"ctg" nkmgn{" vq"wpgswcnn{"fkuvtkdwvg" ugewtkv{"dwtfgpu0" LcrcpÔu"
alliance with the United States is a case in point. Indeed, it is the most structurally 

wpgswcn"qh"cp{"Eqnf"Yct"cnnkcpeg"dgecwug"qh"vjg"ektewouvcpegu"kp"yjkej"kv"ycu"etgcvgf"
*R{ng."4233<"5:4/5:5+0"Ctvkeng";"qh"vjg"3;69"Eqpuvkvwvkqp"cpf"uwdugswgpv"kpvgtrtgvcvkqpu"
qh"kv"itgcvn{"jqddngf"LcrcpÔu"cdknkv{"vq"nqqm"chvgt"kvu"qyp"ugewtkv{"gxgp"yjgp"cumgf"vq"
fq"uq"d{"kvu"uqng"cnn{0"Ceeqtfkpi"vq"vjg"vgtou"qh"vjg"3;73"cpf"3;82"dkncvgtcn"ugewtkv{"
vtgcvkgu."vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"ku"qdnkigf"vq"fghgpf"Lcrcp"kp"vjg"gxgpv"qh"cvvcem"d{"cpqvjgt"
country, but Japan is neither obliged to defend the United States, nor is it obliged to 

ckf"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"kp"vjg"fghgpug"qh"cpqvjgt"cnn{"*Rqvvgt."422:<"458+04"Oqtgqxgt."vjg"
cnnkcpeg"ycu"cnyc{u"uggp"kp"fkぶgtgpv"yc{u"d{"gcej"rctv{0"Hqt"Lcrcp"vjg"cnnkcpeg"ku"
rtkoctkn{"cdqwv"kvu"qyp"fghgpug."rtghgtcdn{"qp"Lcrcpgug"vgtou0"Hqt"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu."
vjg"cnnkcpeg"cぶqtfu"hqtyctf"oknkvct{"rqygt"rtqlgevkqp"kp"vjg"Yguvgtp"RcekÞe."yjkej"
cnnqyu"kv"vq"cev"cu"vjg"qぶujqtg"dcncpegt"kp"Cukc"cpf"vq"uwrrqtv"W0U0"oknkvct{"qrgtcvkqpu"
as far away as the Indian Ocean. This far-reaching capability includes the defense of 

Lcrcp0"Eqpetgvgn{." vjg"cnnkcpeg"jcu"rtqxkfgf"W0U0"ugewtkv{"iwctcpvggu" hqt" Lcrcp" kp"
exchange for military base rights on Japanese territory. Japan faced a classic dilemma 

qh"c"enkgpv"uvcvg0"Vjgtg"ycu"cnyc{u"c"hgct"vjcv"vjg"cnnkcpeg"yqwnf"ftci"kv"kpvq"c"eqpàkev"
kp"Cukc"pqv"qh"kvu"ejqqukpi="vjcv"ycu"ocvejgf"d{"c"hgct"vjcv"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"okijv"
cdcpfqp"vjg"cnnkcpeg"kh"kvu"uvtcvgike"fqevtkpgu"ejcpigf0"Qxgt"vkog."vjg"geqpqoke"tgnc-

vkqpujkr"dgvyggp"vjg"vyq"eqwpvtkgu"gswcnk¦gf."ykvj"vjg"tguwnv"vjcv"uweeguukxg"vtcfg"
fkurwvgu"ngf"ocp{"W0U0"Cogtkecp"rqnke{"ocmgtu"vq"ctiwg"vjcv"Lcrcp"ycu"htgg/tkfkpi"
and should share more of the burden of its own defense and maintenance of the se-

ewtkv{"qh"cp"kpvgtpcvkqpcn"u{uvgo"htqo"yjkej"kv"jcf"rtqÞvgf"jcpfuqogn{0
Vjg"gpf"qh"vjg"Eqnf"Yct"vgorqtctkn{"ecnngf"vjg"cnnkcpeg"kpvq"swguvkqp"*Hwpcdcujk."

3;;;+0"D{"vjg"gpf"qh"vjg"3;;2u."jqygxgt."pgy"ecnewncvkqpu"qh"eqooqp"kpvgtguv"tglwxg-

pcvgf"kv"*Xqign"cpf"Ikcttc."4224+0"Hktuv."Pqtvjgcuv"Cukc"tgockpu"c"fkぷewnv"tgikqp"kp"
yjkej"ugewtkv{"uvcdknkv{"ku"ockpvckpgf"d{"W0U0"qぶujqtg"dcncpekpi0"Ugeqpf."vjg"eqnncrug"
qh"LcrcpÔu"dwddng"geqpqo{"kp"3;;2"cpf"uwdugswgpv"nqpi/vgto"tgeguukqp"eqwrngf"ykvj"
oqwpvkpi"rwdnke"fgdv"jcxg"ocfg"rwtuwkv"qh"c"Lcrcpgug"fghgpug"rqnke{"kpfgrgpfgpv"
qh"vjg"cnnkcpeg"geqpqokecnn{"fkぷewnv"fgurkvg"c"pcvkqpcn"fgdcvg"vjcv"jcu"kpenwfgf"ecnnu"
for greater autonomy. In fact, Japan has increased its military capability and partici-

pated in limited ways in international peacekeeping within the framework of the 

cnnkcpeg"*Ucowgnu."4229+0"Hqt"kvu"rctv."fgurkvg"vjg"ctvkewncvkqp"qh"vjg"Twouhgnf"Fqe-

vtkpg"kp"vjg"gctn{"4222u."vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"eqpvkpwgu"vq"ugg"vjg"xcnwg"qh"dcug"hceknkvkgu"
kp"Lcrcp"*Ucowgnu."422;+0

4"Vjg"fghgpug"qh"Vckycp"jcu"cnyc{u"dggp"vjg"swguvkqp"octm"qp"vjku"ncuv"rqkpv0
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Vjg"ncuv"42"{gctu."jqygxgt."jcxg"ocfg"engct"c"pwodgt"qh"uvtguugu"ykvjkp"vjg"dk-
ncvgtcn"tgncvkqpujkr0"Qpg"jcu"dggp"vjg"ujkhv"kp"geqpqoke"rqygt"vqyctf"Cukc."tguwnvkpi"
kp"vjg"tgncvkxg"fgenkpg"kp"vjg"Wpkvgf"UvcvguÔ"rqukvkqp0"Lcrcp"pqy"vtcfgu"oqtg"ykvj"
Cukc"vjcp"ykvj"cnn"vjtgg"eqwpvtkgu"qh"Pqtvj"Cogtkec0"Kp"422;."Ejkpc"uwtrcuugf"vjg"
United States as Japan’s largest trade partner. Second, the rise of China has compli-

cated the bilateral relationship because China is a major economic partner for both 

eqwpvtkgu."yjkng"cv"vjg"ucog"vkog"kvu"geqpqoke"itqyvj"cpf"oknkvct{"oqfgtpk¦cvkqp"
ecwug"kpetgcukpi"eqpegtp"cdqwv"yjgvjgt"kv"yknn"fqokpcvg"Gcuv"Cukc"rqnkvkecnn{"cpf"
geqpqokecnn{0"Hqt"Lcrcp."vjku"ku"qh"rctvkewnct"eqpegtp"dgecwug"fggrgpkpi"geqpqoke"
tgncvkqpu"ykvj"Ejkpc"jcxg"pqv"qぶugv"yqtugpkpi"rqnkvkecn"tgncvkqpu"qxgt"vjg"rcuv"fgecfg0"
It also presents the United States with the possibility –or, may I say dilemma?– of 

fgekfkpi"yjgvjgt"vq"gorjcuk¦g"tgncvkqpu"ykvj"Lcrcp"qt"ykvj"Ejkpc"kp"kvu"hwvwtg"Cukc"
rqnke{0"Hqt"kvu"rctv."Lcrcp"ku"hcegf"ykvj"vjg"ejqkeg"qh"jgfikpi"cickpuv"itqykpi"Ejkpgug"
rqygt" *yjkej" kv"jcu"fqpg" vjtqwij" kvu" tgncvkqpu"ykvj" vjg"Cuuqekcvkqp"qh" Uqwvjgcuv"
Cukcp"Pcvkqpu"]ASEAN]."Cwuvtcnkc."cpf"Kpfkc+"qt"ceeqooqfcvkpi"Ejkpc"cu"c"tgikqpcn"
jgigoqp0"Cnn"qh"vjku"ycu"nctign{"kipqtgf"d{"vjg"Dwuj"cfokpkuvtcvkqp."kpvgpv"cu"kv"ycu"
qp"vjg"yct"qp"vgttqt"cpf"vyq"tgcn"yctu"kp"Chijcpkuvcp"cpf"Ktcs0

Vjktf." korqtvcpv" ejcpigu"jcxg" vcmgp"rnceg" kp" Lcrcp0"Vjg"Nkdgtcn"Fgoqetcvke"
Party (LDP+."yjkej"fqokpcvgf"Lcrcpgug"rqnkvkeu"htqo"3;77"qp."nquv"vjg"cdknkv{"vq"iqxgtp"
vjg"eqwpvt{"gぶgevkxgn{"*Mtcwuu"cpf"Rgmmcpgp."4232+0"Kv"rtqxgf"wpcdng"vq"ctvkewncvg"c"
pgy"rqnkvkecn"xkukqp"hqt"Lcrcp."kpenwfkpi"cp"cnvgtpcvkxg"vq"eqpvkpwgf"lwpkqt"uvcvwu"kp"vjg"
cnnkcpeg"ykvj" vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu0" Kvu"oquv" gぶgevkxg" tgegpv"rtkog"okpkuvgt."Mqk¦wok"
Lwpkejktq."iqxgtpgf"fgurkvg"Ïtcvjgt"vjcp"dgecwug"qhÏ"vjg"rctv{"*Ujkpqfc."4229+0"Jku"
hqtgkip"rqnkekgu"engcxgf"vq"itgcvgt"eqqrgtcvkqp"ykvj"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu."dwv"cnuq"yqtu-
gpgf"LcrcpÔu"tgncvkqpujkr"ykvj"Ejkpc0"Jku"geqpqoke"tghqtou"fkf"pqv"ickp"vjg"oq-

ogpvwo"pgeguuct{" vq" uqnxg" etkvkecn" geqpqoke"cpf"fgoqitcrjke"rtqdngou." kp"rctv"
dgecwug"jku"uweeguuqtu"gkvjgt"uvqrrgf"vjgo"qt"rtqxgf"kpecrcdng"qh"ectt{kpi"tghqto"
forward.

RECENT CHANGES IN JAPANESE POLITICS

The LDPÔu"nquu"qh"rqnkvkecn"ngikvkoce{"rcxgf"vjg"yc{"hqt"vjg"ncpfunkfg"xkevqt{"qh"vjg"
Fgoqetcvke"Rctv{"qh"Lcrcp"*DPJ+"kp"vjg"Cwiwuv"422;"igpgtcn"gngevkqp0"Vjku"xkevqt{"cn-
most immediately complicated the relationship with the United States. The party’s 

hqtgkip"rqnke{"rncvhqto"kpenwfgf"c"ecnn"hqt"c"Ñenqug"dwv"gswcnÒ"tgncvkqpujkr"ykvj"vjg"
Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"kp"yjkej"Lcrcp"yqwnf"rnc{"cp"cevkxg"tqng"kp"fkxkfkpi"tgurqpukdknkvkgu"
within the alliance. It called for the negotiation of a free trade agreement with the United 
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States, but one that would guarantee food safety and protect domestic agriculture. It 

cnuq"urgnngf"qwv"vjg"rctv{Ôu"fguktg"vq"tgfweg"vjg"W0U0"oknkvct{"hqqvrtkpv"kp"Lcrcp0"Cv"vjg"
ucog"vkog."vjg"rncvhqto"ecnngf"hqt"uvtqpigt"tgncvkqpu"ykvj"Cukc."kpenwfkpi"geqpqoke"
and political ties. This formulation seeks to balance dependence on U.S. security by 

etgcvkpi"qぶ/ugvvkpi"tqdwuv"tgncvkqpu"ykvj"Cukcp"eqwpvtkgu."c"hqtowncvkqp"kfgpvkÞgf"
with the DPJÔu"Þtuv"rtkog"okpkuvgt."Jcvq{coc"[wmkq="kp"hcev"vjg"wug"qh"Cukcp"fkrnqoce{"
vq"dcncpeg"vjg"tgncvkqpujkr"ykvj"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"ku"rctv"qh"Jcvq{cocÔu"rcvtkoqp{."
cu"jku"itcpfhcvjgt."Jcvq{coc"Kejktq."ycu"cp"gctn{"rquvyct"cfxqecvg"qh"rtgekugn{"vjku"
formula.

[gv"Jcvq{cocÔu"rwtuwkv"qh" vjku"dcncpeg"ycu" kpgrv"cv"dguv0"Jg"upwddgf"pgyn{/
gngevgf"Rtgukfgpv"Qdcoc"kp"Qevqdgt."yjq"ycu"qp"jku"yc{"vq"vjg"ucog"Cukc/RcekÞe"
Geqpqoke"Eqqrgtcvkqp"*APEC)"oggvkpi"Jcvq{coc"ycu."cpf"vjgp"rwujgf"jku"rncp"hqt"
cp"Gcuv"Cukcp"Ecwewu" cv" vjcv"oggvkpi." cp" kfgc" nqpi" cuuqekcvgf"ykvj" tgikqpcn" geq-

pqoke"kpvgitcvkqp"vjcv"yqwnf"pqv"kpenwfg"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu0"Jcvq{cocÔu"uvcvgogpv"
qp"vjg"Þhvkgvj"cppkxgtuct{"qh"vjg"ugewtkv{"vtgcv{"kp"Lcpwct{"4232"ocfg"vjg"wuwcn"tghgt-
gpegu"vq"vjg"korqtvcpeg"qh"vjg"cnnkcpeg"hqt"dkncvgtcn"cpf"tgikqpcn"ugewtkv{."dwv"jku"Þpcn"
comment that he would like to present to the Japanese people the results of deepen-

kpi"dkncvgtcn"eqqrgtcvkqp"Ñdghqtg"vjg"gpf"qh"vjku"{gctÒ"jkpvgf"cv"rtqdngou"jku"iqxgtp-

ogpv"hcegf"kp"rwvvkpi"enqug"dwv"gswcn"tgncvkqpu"kpvq"rtcevkeg"*Jcvq{coc."4232+0
One major problem was the promise to reduce the U.S. military footprint, espe-

cially in Okinawa. That prefecture, with less than one percent of Japan’s land area, 

jquvu" vjtgg/swctvgtu"qh" vjg" ncpf"ctgc"qh"W0U0"oknkvct{" hceknkvkgu" kp" vjg"eqwpvt{."cpf"
cdqwv"jcnh"qh"vjg"69"222"W0U0"Cogtkecp"oknkvct{"rgtuqppgn0"Vjg"uk¦g"qh"vjg"dcugu."vjg"
uvcvwu"qh"pcxcn."ckt"hqteg."cpf"octkpg"rgtuqppgn"uvcvkqpgf"cv"vjgo."cpf"htkevkqp"dg-

vyggp"oknkvct{"rgtuqppgn"cpf"nqecn"tgukfgpvu"jcxg"dggp"c"nqpi/vgto"kuuwg"kp"dkncvgtcn"
fghgpug"tgncvkqpu0"Kp"qtfgt"vq"cfftguu"qrrqukvkqp"htqo"nqecn"tgukfgpvu"cpf"iqxgtp-

ments to the continued presence of U.S. forces, following lengthy negotiations based 

qp"vjg"3;;8"Lcrcp/W0U0"Lqkpv"Fgenctcvkqp"qp"Ugewtkv{<"Cnnkcpeg"hqt"vjg"43st Century, in 

4228." vjg" vyq"eqwpvtkgu"citggf"qp"c"rncp" vq" tgfweg" vjg"W0U0"oknkvct{" hqqvrtkpv"d{"
42360"Vjg"citggogpv"eqpvckpgf"vyq"mg{"rtqxkukqpu<"Þtuv." vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"yqwnf"
tgfgrnq{":"222"Octkpgu"htqo"Lcrcpgug"vgttkvqt{"vq"Iwco0"Ugeqpf."vjg"Hwvgpoc"Oc-

tkpg"Ckt"Uvcvkqp."nqecvgf"kp"vjg"okffng"qh"vjg"Ekv{"qh"Ikpqycp."Qmkpcyc."yqwnf"dg"
tgrncegf"d{"c"pgy"hceknkv{"cffgf"vq"Ecor"Uejycd"kp"vjg"ekv{"qh"Jgpqmq."kp"vjg"nguu"
fgpugn{"rqrwncvgf"pqtvjgtp"rctv"qh"Qmkpcyc"*Jcujkoqvq."Oqejk¦wmk."cpf"Vcmctc."
4227="[qujkfc."422:+0

Vjg" Jcvq{coc" iqxgtpogpvÔu" cppqwpegogpv" vjcv" kv" yqwnf" tgxkgy" vjg" 4228"
citggogpv"ecwugf"rtgfkevcdng"eqpuvgtpcvkqp"kp"vjg"Enkpvqp"cfokpkuvtcvkqp0"Nqecn"tguk/
dents and politicians were emboldened to take an anywhere-but-Japan stance on the 
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Hwvgpoc"ckt"dcug"kuuwg"Ïkv"ku"rqnkvkecn"uwkekfg"kp"Qmkpcyc"vq"vcmg"cp"qrgpn{"rtq/dcugu"
rqukvkqp0"Vjg"oc{qt"qh"Jgpqmq"cppqwpegf"jg"yqwnf"pqv"ceegrv"vjg"eqpuvtwevkqp"qh"
c" pgy"cktuvtkr" kp" vjg"ycvgtu" qぶ"qh"Ecor"Uejycd0"Vjg"iqxgtpqt" qh"Qmkpcyc." tg/
gngevgf"vjku"{gct."ctiwgf"hqt"tgoqxcn"qh"vjg"Ckt"Uvcvkqp"vq"Iwco."vq"dg"hqnnqygf"d{"
vjg"tguv"qh"vjg"W0U0"hqtegu"ykvjkp"jku"rtghgevwtg0"Rgtuqpcn"xkukvu"d{"Hqtgkip"Okpkuvgt"
Ocgjctc"cpf"Jcvq{coc"jkougnh" hckngf"vq"uyc{"nqecn"iqxgtpogpv" ngcfgtu"cpf"vjg"
qticpk¦cvkqpu"vjcv"uwrrqtv"vjgo0"Jcvq{cocÔu"iqxgtpogpv"jcf"gpvgtgf"kpvq"c"eqcnk-
vkqp"ykvj"vjg"Uqekcn"Fgoqetcvu."qpg"qh"vjg"ncuv"tgockpkpi"qwvrquvu"qh"vjg"rcekÞuv"Qnf"
Nghv"kp"vjg"Pcvkqpcn"Cuugodn{."yjq"vjtgcvgpgf"vq"ngcxg"vjg"eqcnkvkqp."cpf"wnvkocvgn{"
fkf."qxgt" vjg"dcugu" kuuwg0" Kp" vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu."Ugetgvct{"qh"Fghgpug"Tqdgtv"Icvgu"
tgkvgtcvgf"vjg"W0U0"iqxgtpogpv"rqukvkqp"vjcv"vjg"Octkpg"rtgugpeg"kp"Qmkpcyc"ycu"
xkvcn"vq"W0U0"uvtcvgi{"cpf"vjcv"Lcrcp"ujqwnf"cdkfg"vjg"4228"citggogpv0"Kp"gctn{"4232."
Ugetgvct{" qh" Uvcvg"Jknnct{"Enkpvqp." xkukvkpi" Lcrcp" vq" fkuewuu" vjg" kuuwg." uvcvgf" vjcv"
hcknwtg"vq"oqxg"hqtyctf"qp"vjg"tgnqecvkqp"qh"vjg"Hwvgpoc"hceknkv{"yqwnf"tguwnv"kp"vjg"
Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"tgeqpukfgtkpi"vjg"rncppgf"tgoqxcn"qh":"222"octkpgu"vq"Iwco0

D{"vjg"vkog"jg"nghv"qぷeg"kp"Lwpg"4232."nguu"vjcp"c"{gct"chvgt"ngcfkpi"jku"rctv{"vq"c"
ncpfunkfg" gngevkqp" xkevqt{." Jcvq{coc" jcf" hqwpf" jkougnh" vtcrrgf" dgvyggp" encuuke"
NIMBY" nqecn"rqnkvkeu"cpf"vjg"tgswktgogpvu"qh"ÑgswcnÒ"rctvpgtujkr"kp"vjg"cnnkcpeg0"D{"
vjcv"rqkpv."Ycujkpivqp"qrkpkqp"ycu"qrgpn{"fgtkukxg"qh"jku"rqnkekgu"cpf"rgtuqpcn"uv{ng0

Jcvq{cocÔu"uweeguuqt"cpf"tkxcn."Mcp"Pcqvq."rtqxgf"gswcnn{"wpcdng"vq"eqwpvgt"
nqecn"qrrqukvkqp"vq"vjg"Hwvgpoc"oqxg0"Yqtug."dgvvgt"tgncvkqpu"ykvj"Ejkpc."c"mg{"hqt-
gkip"rqnke{"hqt"vjg"Fgoqetcvke"Rctv{."hckngf"vq"ocvgtkcnk¦g0"Fkukpvgitcvkpi"fkrnqocvke"
relations were highlighted by the renewal of a territorial dispute between the two 

eqwpvtkgu" qxgt" vjg" Ugpmcmw" Kuncpfu." c" tqem{" qwvetqr" yguv" qh" Qmkpcyc" xctkqwun{"
claimed by Japan, China, and Taiwan. The dispute reached its nadir in September 

yjgp."hqnnqykpi"tgrgcvgf"kpvtwukqpu"d{"Ejkpgug"xguugnu."c"Lcrcp"Eqcuv"Iwctf"rcvtqn"
dqcv"ycu"tcoogf"d{"c"Ejkpgug"Þujkpi"vtcyngt"kp"vjg"xkekpkv{"qh"vjg"kuncpfu0"Vjg"ecr-

vckp"ycu"cttguvgf0"Vjg"kpekfgpv"kpàcogf"rwdnke"qrkpkqp"kp"dqvj"eqwpvtkgu0"Vjg"Ejk-
pgug"iqxgtpogpv"fgocpfgf"vjg"tgngcug"qh"vjg"ecrvckp."cpf"yjgp"vjg"Mcp"iqxgtpogpv"
complied, the captain was treated to a hero’s welcome upon his return home. The 

Ejkpgug"iqxgtpogpv"cnuq"cttguvgf"hqwt"Lcrcpgug"cpf"crrnkgf"cp"godctiq"qp"gzrqtvu"
to Japan of rare earth, critical in the manufacture of electronics, a classic example of 

economic warfare.5"D{"ncvg"4232."LcrcpÔu"pgy"fkrnqoce{."kpenwfkpi"kvu"xkukqp"qh"cp"
cnnkcpeg"oqtg"vq"LcrcpÔu"nkmkpi."ycu"kp"vcvvgtu"*Tqugpdnwvj."4233+0

5""Vjg"kpekfgpv"ycu"hqnnqygf"kp"ncvg"Qevqdgt"d{"vjg"xkukv"qh"Twuukcp"Rtgukfgpv"Ogfxgfgx"vq"vjg"Mwtkng"Kuncpfu."
cpqvjgt"fkurwvgf"vgttkvqt{."octmkpi"vjg"Þtuv"vkog"c"Twuukcp"jgcf"qh"uvcvg"jcf"gxgt"xkukvgf"vjgo0
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ACUTE ISSUES: THE GREAT EASTERN JAPAN EARTHQUAKE AND TSUNAMI

Vjku"dtkpiu"og"vq"vjg"uwdvkvng"qh"vqfc{Ôu"vcnm."vjg"Vqjqmw"gctvjswcmg"cpf"vuwpcok"cpf"
vjg"uwdugswgpv"pwengct"rqygt"fkucuvgt"kp"Hwmwujkoc0"K"vjkpm"{qw"ctg"cnn"cyctg"qh"vjg"
ockp"rqkpvu"qh"vjg"uq/ecnngf"vtkrng"fkucuvgt0"Qp"vjg"chvgtpqqp"qh"Octej"33"vjku"{gct."
cp"gctvjswcmg"ogcuwtkpi";02"qp"vjg"Tkejvgt"uecng"qeewttgf"qぶ"vjg"RcekÞe"eqcuv"qh"
Pqtvjgcuvgtp"Lcrcp."yjkej"kp"vwtp"rtqfwegf"c"vkfcn"ycxg"vjcv"fgxcuvcvgf"eqcuvcn"eqo/
owpkvkgu0"Vjg"eqodkpgf"gぶgevu"fcocigf"eqoowpkvkgu"htqo"Kycvg"kp"vjg"pqtvj"vq"
Chiba Prefecture, just east of Tokyo. Some coastal communities closest to the epicenter 

ygtg"qdnkvgtcvgf."cpf"ocp{"pqtvjgcuvgtp"eqoowpkvkgu"ygtg"uq"jgcxkn{"fcocigf"cu"
vq"ecnn"kpvq"swguvkqp"vjgkt"nqpi/vgto"xkcdknkv{0"Kpfwuvtkcn"qwvrwv"kp"vjg"Pqtvjgcuv"cpf"
vjg"rqrwncvgf"ctgcu"qh"vjg"Mcpvq"Rnckp"uwttqwpfkpi"Vqm{q"ycu"fkutwrvgf0"Cu"qh"Lwn{."
oqtg"vjcp"37"222"rgqrng"ygtg"eqpÞtogf"fgcf"cpf"pgctn{"7"222"ygtg"uvknn"okuukpi0"
Oqtgqxgt."vjg"Hwmwujkoc"3"cpf"4"pwengct"tgcevqtu."dwknv"tkijv"pgzv"vq"vjg"qegcp."ygtg"
fcocigf"vq"vjg"rqkpv"vjcv"Hwmwujkoc"3Ôu"tgcevqtu"ognvgf"fqyp0"Rtkog"Okpkuvgt"Mcp"
ordered not only the closure of that plant but of other nuclear power plants in key 

eqcuvcn"ctgcu"qh"vjg"eqwpvt{."cnn"dwv"37"qh"76"rncpvu."c"oqxg"vjcv"jcu"rtqxqmgf"c"ugtk-
qwu"tgxkgy"qh"vjg"pwengct"rqygt"kpfwuvtkgu"ctqwpf"vjg"yqtnf0

Ngv"og"hqewu"jgtg"qp"vjg"eqpugswgpegu"qh"vjku"fkucuvgt"hqt"tgncvkqpu"dgvyggp"vjg"
vyq"eqwpvtkgu0"Hktuv."ngv"og"rqkpv"qwv"vjcv"vjg"kpvgtpcvkqpcn"eqoowpkv{"tgurqpfgf"ykvj"
cp"qwvrqwtkpi"qh"u{orcvj{"cpf"uwrrqtv0"Ceeqtfkpi"vq"vjg"Okpkuvt{"qh"Hqtgkip"Ch-
hcktu."475"pcvkqpu."tgikqpu."cpf"qticpk¦cvkqpu"jcxg"ocfg"gzrtguukqpu"qh"u{orcvj{="
385"tgikqpu"cpf"eqwpvtkgu"cpf"65"kpvgtpcvkqpcn"qticpk¦cvkqpu"ocfg"qぶgtu"qh"Þpcpekcn"
qt"kp/mkpf"cuukuvcpeg"*Lcrcp"Okpkuvt{"qh"Hqtgkip"Cぶcktu."4233+0"Ogzkeq."qh"eqwtug."ycu"
coqpi"vjg"pcvkqpu"vjcv"fkf"dqvj0"Cv"c"rwdnke"ngevwtg"cv"o{"wpkxgtukv{"vjku"Lwpg."c"hqt-
gkip"okpkuvt{"qぷekcn"qdugtxgf"vjcv"kp"4233."Lcrcp"ycu"nkmgn{"vq"dg"vjg"ugeqpf/nctiguv"
ckf"tgekrkgpv"kp"vjg"yqtnf."chvgt"vjg"Uwfcp"*C¦woc."4233+0

Vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"rnc{gf"c"swkgv"dwv"ngcfkpi"tqng"kp"cnn"curgevu"qh"vjg"kpvgtpcvkqpcn"
tgnkgh"gぶqtv0"Ykvjkp"jqwtu"qh"vjg"gctvjswcmg"cpf"vuwpcok"vjgp/Hqtgkip"Okpkuvgt"Ocv-
uwoqvq"ocfg"c"hqtocn"tgswguv"vq"codcuucfqt"Lqjp"Tqqu"hqt"cuukuvcpeg"d{"W0U0"hqtegu"
kp"Lcrcp0"Wpfgt"vjg"pcog"Qrgtcvkqp"Vqoqfcejk"*Htkgpf+."cnn"dtcpejgu"qh"vjg"Wpkvgf"
Uvcvgu"ctogf"ugtxkegu"kp"Lcrcp"ygtg"kpxqnxgf"kp"tguewg"cpf"tgnkgh"cevkxkvkgu0"Cv"vjg"
rgcm"qh"qrgtcvkqpu."42"W0U0"ujkru."382"cktetchv."cpf"oqtg"vjcp"42"222"rgtuqppgn"ygtg"
kpxqnxgf0"Vjg"Ckt"Hqteg"ceegrvgf"fkxgtvgf"àkijvu"htqo"Pctkvc"cpf"Ugpfck"cktrqtvu"vq"
[qmqvc"CktÞgnf."uqwvj"qh"Vqm{q."cpf"ceegrvgf"kpvgtpcvkqpcn"ogfkecn"cpf"ugctej"cpf"
tguewg"vgcou"cv"Okucyc"CktÞgnf"kp"Cqoqtk."pqtvj"qh"vjg"fkucuvgt"ctgc0"Vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"
cpf"vjg"Lcrcp"Ugnh/Fghgpug"Hqtegu"enqugn{"eqqrgtcvgf"kp"cktnkhvkpi"tgnkgh"uwrrnkgu"cpf"
engcpkpi"wr"ctgcu"kpwpfcvgf"d{"vjg"vuwpcok0"Gctn{"cktnkhv"uwrrqtv"d{"vjg"Ckt"Hqteg."
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Pcx{."cpf"Octkpgu"ycu"etkvkecn"dgecwug"mg{"Ugnh/Fghgpug"Hqteg"hceknkvkgu"kp"vjg"ctgc."
uwej"cu"vjg"Ckt"Ugnh/Fghgpug"Hqteg"hceknkv{"cflcegpv"vq"Ugpfck"Cktrqtv."ygtg"vgorqtct-
ily put out of action, with personnel among the injured and dead as well. The repair 

and reopening of that airport were critical to the rescue and reconstruction of af-

hgevgf"ctgcu"kp"vjg"Pqtvjgcuv"*Lcrcp"Okpkuvt{"qh"Hqtgkip"Cぶcktu."4233+0
Vjg"fkucuvgt"jcf"qvjgt"eqpugswgpegu"cu"ygnn0"Hktuv."kv"tgxgcngf"vjg"nkokvcvkqpu"qh"

rqnkvkecn"ngcfgtujkr"kp"Lcrcp0"Eqorctgf"vq"vjg"3;;7"Mqdg"gctvjswcmg."yjgp"kv"vqqm"c"
yggm"hqt"vjg"pcvkqpcn"iqxgtpogpv"vq"cwvjqtk¦g"cp"qぷekcn"tgurqpug."Rtkog"Okpkuvgt"Mcp"
swkemn{"qtfgtgf"vjg"oqdknk¦cvkqp"qh"322"222"Ugnh"Fghgpug"Hqteg"rgtuqppgn"vq"cuukuv"kp"
fkucuvgt"tgnkgh0"Jg"cnuq"qtfgtgf"vjg"ujwvfqyp"qh"pwengct"tgcevqtu"kp"eqcuvcn"ctgcu"qpeg"
vjg"uecng"qh"vjg"Hwmwujkoc"etkuku"dgecog"engct0"Dg{qpf"vjcv."jqygxgt."jku"iqxgtpogpv"
was unable to formulate policies for long-term reconstruction, the costs of which are 

wpfgtuvqqf"vq"dg"gpqtoqwu0"Jg"cnuq"ncemgf"vjg"rqnkvkecn"kpuvkpevu"vq"fgoqpuvtcvg"uwu/
vckpgf."rwdnke"eqpegtp"hqt"vjg"xkevkou"qh"vjg"fkucuvgt."rtghgttkpi"vq"yqtm"vjtqwij"jku"
ecdkpgv<"jg"fkf"pqv"vqwt"vjg"fgxcuvcvgf"ctgcu"Ïvjg"gorgtqt"cpf"gortguu"fkfÏ"cpf"
fckn{"rtqitguu"tgrqtvu"ygtg"ocfg"vjtqwij"jku"ejkgh"ecdkpgv"ugetgvct{."Gfcpq"[wmkq0"Ogfkc"
eqxgtcig"tgkphqtegf"vjg"kocig"vjcv"jg"ycu"qwv"qh"vqwej0"Yjcv"ycu"yqtug."jku"rqnkvkecn"
tkxcnu"ugk¦gf"qp"vjg"rgtegrvkqp"qh"jku"ygcmpguu0"Kp"Lwpg."dgugv"d{"tkxcnu"ykvjkp"jku"qyp"
rctv{."Mcp"pcttqyn{"fghgcvgf"c"xqvg"qh"pq"eqpÞfgpeg"d{"ocmkpi"c"fgcn"vjcv"jg"yqwnf"
tgukip"d{"vjg"hcnn0"Vq"c"rwdnke"yckvkpi"hqt"eqpetgvg"cevkqp."gurgekcnn{"vjqug"ekvk¦gpu"nkxkpi"
kp"gogtigpe{"ujgnvgtu"cpf"yckvkpi"hqt"rtqokugf"Þpcpekcn"cuukuvcpeg."rctnkcogpvct{"
kpÞijvkpi"kp"vjg"okfuv"qh"yjcv"ycu"vgtogf"vjg"yqtuv"pcvkqpcn"etkuku"ukpeg"fghgcv"kp"
Yqtnf"Yct"KK"gtqfgf"uwrrqtv"hqt"vjg"iqxgtpogpv0"Kp"ncvg"Cwiwuv."vjg"Mcp"iqxgtpogpv"
fkf"pqv"hcnn"uq"owej"cu"kv"unwpm."vqq"unqyn{"hqt"ocp{."qwv"qh"qぷeg"kp"fkuitceg0

BACK TO THE MEDIUM TERM

Rtkog"Okpkuvgt"Pqfc"[cuwjkmqÔu"xkukv"vq"vjg"Wpkvgf"Pcvkqpu"ncuv"yggm6 and his meetings 

with President Obama illustrate some key changes in Japanese foreign policy since 

vjg"Octej"fkucuvgt"cpf"vjg"ejcpig"kp"iqxgtpogpv0"Pqfc"jcf"kpfkecvgf"vjcv"jg"ycpvgf"
vq"oggv"ykvj"vjg"rtgukfgpv"Ñcu"uqqp"cu"rquukdngÒ"hqnnqykpi"jku"gngevkqp"kp"gctn{"Ugr-

vgodgt0"Oggvkpi"ykvj"vjg"rtgukfgpv."Pqfc."yjq"jcf"dggp"Þpcpeg"okpkuvgt"fwtkpi"
vjg"Mcp"cfokpkuvtcvkqp."nckf"qwv"jku"iqxgtpogpvÔu"rtkqtkvkgu"vjwu<"tgeqpuvtwevkqp"ch-
ter the disaster, the alliance in all its aspects, and the need for the United States and 

Lcrcp"vq"yqtm"vq"cxqkf"cpqvjgt"tgeguukqp"*engctn{"W0U0"geqpqoke"rgthqtocpeg"cpf"vjg"
Gwtqrgcp"fgdv"etkuku"ctg"qh"eqpegtp"jgtg+0"Kp"jku"qぷekcn"eqoogpvu"qp"Ugrvgodgt"43."

6"Ugrvgodgt"43/45."42330
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tgngcugf"d{"vjg"Yjkvg"Jqwug."jg"cempqyngfigf"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"uwrrqtv"fwtkpi"Qr-

gtcvkqp"Vqoqfcejk0"Jg" hwtvjgt"pqvgf" vcnmu"dgvyggp"Hqtgkip"Okpkuvgt"Igodc"cpf"
Ugetgvct{"qh"Uvcvg"Enkpvqp"vjcv"jcf"eqpÞtogf"vjg"tgnqecvkqp"qh"Hwvgpoc"Ckt"Uvcvkqp"
vq"Ecor"Uejycd."cu"citggf"kp"4228"*Yjkvg"Jqwug"Qぷeg"qh"vjg"Rtguu"Ugetgvct{."4233+0"
PqfcÔu"iqxgtpogpv"jcf"cnuq"kpfkecvgf"kvu"uwrrqtv"hqt"vjg"Vtcpu/RcekÞe"Rctvpgtujkr"
rtqrqucn."htqo"yjkej"vjg"Mcp"iqxgtpogpv"jcf"dcemgf"cyc{"fwg"vq"qrrqukvkqp"d{"
fqoguvke"citkewnvwtcn"kpvgtguvu0"Cnqpi"ykvj"Uqwvj"Mqtgc."Lcrcp"cnuq"citggf"ykvj"vjg"
W0U0"rqukvkqp"qp"Pqtvj"Mqtgc."vjcv"kv"ku"pqv"vkog"vq"tgqrgp"vjg"Ukz"Rctv{"Vcnmu07 In 

igpgtcn."vjg"pgy"iqxgtpogpv"ku"ukipcnkpi"kvu"kpvgpvkqp"vq"tgrckt"vjg"fcocig"vq"vjg"
dkncvgtcn"tgncvkqpujkr"ytqwijv"d{"vjg"Jcvq{coc"cpf"Mcp"iqxgtpogpvu0

The reason for this is straightforward. The enormous cost of reconstruction is 

iqkpi"vq"tgswktg"Lcrcp"vq"tguvtckp"equvu"gnugyjgtg0"Cdcpfqpogpv"qt"ukipkÞecpv"tgcnkip-

ment of the alliance would force Japan to spend a great deal more than it does now 

qp"fghgpug0"Yjkng"vjg"cnnkcpeg"eqphgtu"dwfigvct{"dwtfgpu"qp"Lcrcp."vjg"cnvgtpcvkxgu"
are more costly. Japan now spends about one percent of its GNP on defense, in line 

ykvj"oquv"qh"kvu"pgkijdqtu"kp"ockpvckpkpi"tgncvkxgn{"oqfguv"ngxgnu"qh"oknkvct{"urgpfkpi"
tgncvkxgn{"vq"geqpqoke"itqyvj"*Uokvj."422;<"95/97+0"Cp"wpuvcdng"cnnkcpeg"tgncvkqpujkr."
jqygxgt."okijv"vgorv"Ejkpc"vq"vguv"LcrcpÔu"tguqnxg"qp"c"pwodgt"qh"kuuwgu."ngcfkpi"vq"
yqtug"tgncvkqpu"dgvyggp"vjg"vyq"eqwpvtkgu0"LcrcpÔu"oknkvct{"oqfgtpk¦cvkqp"ukpeg"4222"
jcu"vcmgp"rnceg"nctign{"vq"cnnqy"kv"vq"tgurqpf"vq"vjtgcvu"htqo"kvu"pgkijdqtu"*Jwijgu."
422;<":8/::+0"PqfcÔu"ugpukdng"gorjcuku"qp"tgeqpuvtwevkqp"cpf"geqpqoke"eqqrgtcvkqp"
with the United States to promote economic growth means stimulating the U.S. re-

eqxgt{"cpf"eqpvtqnnkpi"vjg"xcnwg"qh"vjg"{gp0"Cnn"qh"vjku"tgswktgu"vjcv"ugewtkv{"tgncvkqpu"
not interfere with those priorities.

Vjcv"oc{"dg"gcukgt"uckf"vjcp"fqpg0"Hqtgkip"Okpkuvgt"Igodc"tgrqtvgfn{"ecwvkqpgf"
Ugetgvct{"qh"Uvcvg"Enkpvqp"vjcv"eqpxkpekpi"Qmkpcycpu"vq" hcnn" kp" nkpg"ykvj"pcvkqpcn"
ngxgn"rqnke{"yqwnf"dg"ÑvqwijÒ"*Japan Times."4233+0"Kp"hcev."cv"lwuv"cdqwv"vjg"vkog"vjcv"
vjg"vyq"iqxgtpogpvuÔ"ngcfgtu"ygtg"tgcぷtokpi"vjg"korqtvcpeg"qh"vjg"ugewtkv{"tgnc-

vkqpujkr."vjg"iqxgtpqt"qh"Qmkpcyc"ycu"fgnkxgtkpi"c"mg{pqvg"urggej"vq"vjg"Eqwpekn"
qp"Hqtgkip"Tgncvkqpu"qp"vjg"rqnkvkecn"fkぷewnvkgu"qh"cp{"qrvkqp"dwv"kpxkvkpi"vjg"Oc-

tkpgu"vq"nqecvg"vjgkt"ckt"dcug"kp"Iwco0"Cpf"jgtg"ku"vjg"twd0"Vjg"rtkog"okpkuvgt"ycu"
correct in telling the president that Japan appreciates U.S. help following the disaster 

in the Northeast. Public opinion polls show that. But Okinawa is at the other end of 

Lcrcp"cpf"ku"cfokpkuvgtgf"d{"nqecn"qぷekcnu"yjq"ecp"igv"cyc{"ykvj"gurqwukpi"rctq-

chial positions that take no account of strategic threat, national policy, public opinion 

in general, or what the United States has done for the country lately. They can do so 

7""Pqtvj"Mqtgcp"ngcfgt"Mko"Lqpi"Kn"tgegpvn{"ocfg"c"uvcvg"xkukv"vq"Twuukc"cpf"vyq"vq"Ejkpc."uq"vjg"vtkncvgtcn"
citggogpv"ku"pqv"lwuv"ckogf"cv"Pqtvj"Mqtgc0
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dgecwug"vjg{"jcxg"dggp"fqkpi"kv"hqt"{gctu."cpf"vjg"ewttgpv"iqxgtpkpi"rctv{"ku"htce-

tious and therefore weak.

Vjg"fcpigt"hqt"PqfcÔu"iqxgtpogpv"ku"engct0"Kp"jku"rtgrctgf"eqoogpvu"kp"Pgy"
York, President Obama stated, “I know that he, like all of us, has some extraordinary 

ejcnngpigu"vjcv"yg"jcxg"vq"cfftguu0"0"0"0"Cv"vjg"ucog"vkog."qdxkqwun{."yg"jcxg"korqtvcpv"
yqtm"vq"fq"vqigvjgt0"Cu"vjg"vyq"nctiguv"geqpqokgu"kp"vjg"yqtnf."yg"jcxg"vq"eqpvkpwg"
vq"rtqoqvg"itqyvj"vjcv"ecp"jgnr"rwv"qwt"rgqrng"vq"yqtm"cpf"kortqxg"uvcpfctfu"qh"
nkxkpi0"Yg"jcxg"vq"oqfgtpk¦g"qwt"cnnkcpeg"vq"oggv"vjg"pggfu"qh"vjg"vygpv{/Þtuv"egp-

vwt{Ò"*Yjkvg"Jqwug"Qぷeg"qh"vjg"Rtguu"Ugetgvct{."4233+0"Qp"vjku"ncuv"rqkpv."vjg"Guam 

Buildup News"swqvgf"Mwtv"Ecordgnn."W0U0"cuukuvcpv"ugetgvct{"qh"uvcvg"hqt"Gcuv"Cukc"
cpf"vjg"RcekÞe<"ÑDqvj"ukfgu"wpfgtuvcpf"yg"ctg"crrtqcejkpi"c"rgtkqf"yjgtg"{qw"pggf"
vq"ugg"tguwnvu0"0"0"0"Vjcv"ycu"ocfg"xgt{"engct"d{"vjg"rtgukfgpvÒ"*Oqpvxgn/Eqjgp."4233+0"
Kp"qvjgt"yqtfu."kv"ku"vkog"vq"oqxg"qp"htqo"Hwmwujkoc0"Vjku"ku"vjg"urgevgt"qh"cdcpfqp-

ment that haunts Japanese defense policy makers.

Kp"hcev."qh"eqwtug."vjg"dwtfgp"ku"qp"Lcrcp0"Vjg"ewttgpv"eqpÞiwtcvkqp"qh"Wpkvgf"
Uvcvgu" hqtegu" kp" Lcrcp."yjkej" kpenwfgu"WU&6"dknnkqp" kp"jquv"pcvkqp"uwrrqtv." ku" nguu"
gzrgpukxg"vjcp"cp{"qvjgt"qrvkqp"eqpukfgtgf"vcevkecnn{"cpf"uvtcvgikecnn{"xkcdng0"Vjg"
ewttgpv"dwfigv"Þijvu"dgvyggp"vjg"Eqpitguu"cpf"vjg"cfokpkuvtcvkqp"jcxg"jkijnkijvgf"
kuuwgu"qh"equv."cpf"mg{"eqpitguurgtuqpu"jcxg"tgegpvn{"etkvkek¦gf"vjg"4228"citggogpv"
cu"vqq"gzrgpukxg0"Vjg"fghcwnv"qrvkqp"hqt"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu."vjgp."ku"vjg"uvcvwu"swq<"pq"
tgoqxcn"qh"Octkpgu"vq"Iwco8"cpf"eqpvkpwgf"wug"qh"Hwvgpoc"rgpfkpi"cp{"citggogpv"
dgvyggp"egpvtcn"cpf"nqecn"iqxgtpogpvu"kp"Qmkpcyc0

Kv"ku"pqv"engct."oqtgqxgt."jqy"owej"tgnqecvkqp"yqwnf"nguugp"vjg"oknkvct{"hqqvrtkpv"
kp"Qmkpcyc0"Ejkpc"ku"kpetgcukpi"kvu"rtgugpeg"kp"vjg"ycvgtu"ctqwpf"Gcuv"cpf"Uqwvj-

gcuv"Cukc"cpf"oqfgtpk¦kpi"kvu"pcx{0"Vjg"Ugnh/Fghgpug"Hqtegu"jcxg"dggp"tgcuukipgf"
htqo"Eqnf"Yct"gtc"pqtvjgtp"rqukvkqpu"vq"uqwvjyguvgtp"Lcrcp."c"oqxg"vjcv"fgoqp-

strates the growing security concerns China poses for Japan. Incidentally, some weeks 

ciq" c"pgyurcrgt" tgrqtv" kpfkecvgf" vjcv"Okpkuvt{"qh"Fghgpug" cvvgorvu" vq"rwtejcug"
ncpf"kp"Qmkpcyc"hqt"cp"qdugtxcvkqp"hceknkv{"ygtg"ogv"ykvj"vjg"ucog"mkpf"qh"nqecn"qr/
rqukvkqp"vjcv"eqphtqpvu"vjg"iqxgtpogpv"qxgt"W0U0"dcugu0

Vjg"oqpvju"hqnnqykpi"vjg"Octej"33"vtcigf{"kp"gcuvgtp"Lcrcp"fgoqpuvtcvgf"vjg"
eqpvkpwkpi"tgngxcpeg"qh"uvtqpi"tgncvkqpu"dgvyggp"vjg"Wpkvgf"Uvcvgu"cpf"Lcrcp0"W0U0"
facilities in Japan made it easier for the allies to cooperate in rescue and reconstruc-

vkqp0"Dwv"vjqug"gぶqtvu"ecppqv"cfftguu"qvjgt"ugtkqwu"kuuwgu"kp"vjg"dkncvgtcn"geqpqoke"
and security relationship. Those other issues may well scuttle the goodwill generated 

between the two countries in the future.

8""Kp"Lwn{."vjg"4236"fgcfnkpg"ycu"rquvrqpgf"cpf"dqvj"ukfgu"citggf"vjcv"Lcrcp"yqwnf"wug"jquv/pcvkqp"uwrrqtv"
hwpfu"vq"jgnr"Þpcpeg"vjg"vtcpuhgt0"
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