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Pleomorphic adenoma of the parapharyngeal space: A common tumor at an 

uncommon location 
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A 47-year-old woman presented with persistent odynophagia. Physical examination revealed a firm bulge of the right anterior peritonsillar pillar, and 

nasopharyngolaryngoscopy showed a right lateral pharyngeal wall protrusion. CT and MRI identified a 5-cm solid, extramuscular mass in the right pre-

styloid parapharyngeal space, exerting mass effect on the medial pterygoid muscle and displacing the tongue base, in close contact with the deep lobe of 

the parotid gland, without vascular invasion (Fig. 1). Complete resection was performed via a transcervical approach, with sectioning of the posterior 

belly of the digastric muscle and resection of the styloid process, without complications. Histopathology confirmed a pleomorphic adenoma. Recovery 

was uneventful, with no recurrence at 18 months. 

Parapharyngeal space tumors are rare, representing ∼0.5% of head and neck neoplasms. Most are benign, with pleomorphic adenoma being the most 

frequent. Their deep location often renders them asymptomatic, occasionally manifesting as oropharyngeal bulging, cervical mass, odynophagia, or cranial  

nerve deficits. Diagnosis relies on imaging and histopathology. Complete excision remains the treatment of choice; however, it is surgically challenging due 

to the tumor's deep location and proximity to vital neurovascular structures. The transcervical approach enables safe and effective resection of selected 

tumors, with low morbidity and favorable functional outcomes.

Figure 1. Maxillofacial magnetic resonance imaging (MRI), T2-weighted sequence, axial (A), coronal (B), and sagittal (C) sections, revealing a 5-cm solid, extramuscular 

tumor (*) located in the right prestyloid parapharyngeal space, exerting mass effect on the medial pterygoid muscle (°) and displacing the oropharynx and base of the 

tongue. The tumor was in close contact with the deep lobe of the parotid gland (△) and did not present vascular invasion. 
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