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Multiple submandibular gland sialolithiasis: An unusual presentation
of a common condition

Sialolitiasis submandibular múltiple: Una presentación inusual de una patología común
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A40-year-oldmanwith no significantmedical history presentedwith recurrent and painful swelling of the right submandibular gland aggravated

during meals. Bimanual palpation of the floor of the mouth revealed a slightly enlarged right submandibular gland, along with numerous mobile

intraductal calcifications. The rest of the physical examination was unremarkable. Computed tomography (CT) showedmultiple sialoliths of varying

sizes along the entire course of the rightWharton's duct, the largest measuring 14 x 7mm (Fig. 1). There was no evidence of sialolithiasis within the

submandibular gland parenchyma nor in the ducts of the other salivary glands. A gland-sparing intraoral sialolithotomy under general anesthesia

was performed. A total of 13 stoneswere successfully removed, the largestmeasuring 12 x 7mm(Fig. 2). Therewere nopostoperative complications.

Sialolithiasis is one of the most common disorders of the salivary glands, predominantly affecting the submandibular gland and Wharton's duct

due to its larger caliber, antigravity angulation and distinctive saliva composition. In the majority of cases, it is unilateral and presents as a solitary

calculus. Multiple sialolithiasis in the Wharton's duct is a rare finding, occurring in only 5% of patients. The treatment approach depends on the lo-

cation and size of the sialoliths.

Figure 1. Computed tomography (CT), axial plane. Multiple sialoliths of variable size along the entire course of the rightWharton's duct, the largest measuring 14 x 7mm. No evidence of

sialolithiasis within the submandibular gland parenchyma.
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Figure 2. Intraoperative finding of 13 sialoliths that were successfully removed by a gland-sparing intraoral sialolithotomy.
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