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Dgectkc"rquvfqevqtcn

Vjg"cpvjqnqi{"ku"tguwnv"qh"c"eqphgtgpeg"jgnf"kp"Igtocp{"kp"422;"qp"vjg"
70th anniversary of the Spanish Republican Exile. It aims at contributing 

vq"vjg"dtqcf"Ýgnf"qh"uvwfkgu"qp"vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"Gzkng"d{"eqpegpvtcvkpi"qp"
the crossroads of theories, cultural studies, its agents and institutions 

on one side and by focusing on the debates of the last ten years that, by 

including new theoretical approaches, allow new perspectives on the Re-

rwdnkecp"gzkng0"Coc¦kpi"gpqwij"vjcv"ogcpu"hqt"vjg"gfkvqt"vq"eqpvgorncvg"
another time more the intellectual exile that has been the undisputed focus 

of research since research started on the Republican exile. The anthology 

wants to add new perspectives in this area by focusing on the spaces in 

which the actors inserted themselves, in which they contributed to a change 

and in which they moved, as well as on the processes and activities that they 

initiated in cultural history and the transformations in the respective intel-

ngevwcn"Ýgnf"Ïhtqo"vjg"cecfgokc."vjg"gfkvqtkcn"kpfwuvt{"wpvkn"vjg"xkuwcn"
cultural and the way they were incorporated. Thus it does aim in the end at 

the same actors and processes that have been described already many times. 

That, on the other hand, does not mean that the single articles in the anthol-

ogy don’t contribute to new perspectives on the Republican Exile.

Dwv"vjg"cpvjqnqi{"fqgu"kpeqtrqtcvg"c"pgygt"crrtqcej"vq"vjg"Tgrwdnk-
can Exile in Latin American by choosing a comparative approach, which 

naturally also has happened in the past. Especially French researchers have 

been dedicated to this approach lately.1"Dwv"pcvwtcnn{"cnuq"Urcpkuj"urgcmkpi"

 1 Andrée Bachoud (ed.), Exils et migrations ibériques vers l’Amérique latine, coordinated by 

Pilar González Bernaldo and Fernando Devoto, Paris, 1998; Ernesto Mächler Tobar [et al.] 

(ed.), L’exil espagnol dans les Amériques, Paris, 2011; Fernando Devoto, Pilar González Ber-
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research as well as research from other countries has already contributed 

to a comparative approach.2"Jgtg"vjg"tgcfgt"ku"okuukpi"vjg"eqpvgzvwcnk¦c-

tion of the current anthology in the background of the existing comparative 

literature in the introduction of the coordinator.

Dwv"ngv"wu"vwtp"vq"vjg"eqpetgvg"eqpvgpv"qh"vjg"cpvjqnqi{0"Kv"ku"fkxkfgf"
ykvjkp"kp"vyq"ugevkqpu."vjg"Ýtuv"qpg"fgcnkpi"ykvj"hqwt"eqpvtkdwvkqpu"cdqwv"
Mexico, the second one with four contributions about Argentina. The edi-

vqt"ejqug"vjgug"vyq"eqwpvtkgu"dgecwug"dqvj"eqwpvtkgu"ctg"ejctcevgtk¦gf"kp"
these years by an intense cultural activity that is partly due to the impact 

qh"vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"gzkngu"kp"vjgug"eqwpvtkgu0"Cv"vjg"ucog"vkog"vjg"qhÝekcn"
politics in Mexico and Argentina could not be more different. Mexico under 

kvu"Rtgukfgpv"Nƒ¦ctq"Eƒtfgpcu"cnn"kp"cnn"ygneqogf"vjg"47"222"tghwiggu"yjkng"
Argentina was less inclined to accept more than 2 500 refugees due to the 

tguvtkevkxg"rqnkvkeu"qh"Rtgukfgpv"Qtvk¦0"Ukpeg"vjg"pwodgt"qh"tghwiggu"kp"
Mexico was 10 times the more important than in Argentina, it made for a 

special exile situation that allowed a self-exclusion from the host society. 

In Argentina that already hosted the biggest Spanish community outside 

of Spain, the Republicans had little chance but to accommodate faster and 

better than in Mexico. Taking certain differences in consideration, a com-

parative approach can teach us a lot on the differences and similarities of 

the exile situation in these two countries.

Vjg"Ýtuv"ugevkqp"qp"Ogzkeq"ku"qrgpkpi"ykvj"c"ujqtv"ctvkeng"d{"vjg"Ogzkecp"
jkuvqtkcp"Enctc"G0"Nkfc0"Ujg"uwooctk¦gu"jgt"yqtm"d{"hqewukpi"qp"vjg"tgegr-

tion of the refugees in Mexico and on the educational system, e.g0"vjg"Ecuc"
fg"Gurc‚c"vjcv"ycu"dwknv"d{"vjg"iqxgtpogpv"qh"Ogzkeq"hqt"vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"

naldo, Emigration politique: une perspective comparative: italiens et espagnols en Argentine 

et en France, XIXe-XXe siècles, Paris, 2001; Claudia Dávila, Les réfugies espagnols de la Guerre 

Civil en France et au Mexique. Histoire comparée des politiques d’asile ed des processus 

d’integration (1939-1975), Paris, 2009. 

 2 Mark Falcoff and Fredrick B. Pike on the Spanish Civil War and its impact on Latin America, 

The Spanish Civil War, 1936-39: American hemispheric perspectives, Lincoln, University of 

Nebraska Press, c. 1982; Norbert Rehrmann, Lateinamerika aus spanischer Sicht: Exilliteratur 

und Panhispanismus zwischen Realität und Fiktion (1936-1975), Frankfurt/Main 1996; Roger 

González Martell and Juan Rodríguez (eds.), La literatura y la cultura del exilio republicano 

español de 1939: Coloquio Internacional, Havanna, 1998; Alicia Alted and Manuel Llorens 

(eds.), La cultura del exilio republicano español de 1939, 2 v., Madrid/Alcalá/Toledo, 1999.
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intellectuals as well as on the Republican school system that the refugees 

installed to enable their children to visit Republican schools. The next con-

vtkdwvkqp"ku"d{"vjg"Igtocp"jkuvqtkcp"Ycnvjgt"N0"Dgtpgemgt0"Jg"ejqug"vjg"
cumbersome task of putting together a collective review of the research on 

the Spanish Republican exile in Mexico. Due to its special exile situa-

vkqp"vjg"gzkng"kp"Ogzkeq"ku"rtqdcdn{"vjg"dguv/tgugctejgf"Ýgnf"ykvjkp"vjku"
urgekcn"Ýgnf"qh"gzkng"uvwfkgu0"Jg"kpvtqfwegu"vjg"tgcfgt"vq"vjg"uqwtegu."vq"
vjg"nkvgtcvwtg"qp"kpuvkvwvkqpu."cuuqekcvkqpu"cpf"qticpk¦cvkqpu."qp"vjg"ewn-
vwtcn"*nkvgtcvwtg"cpf"gfkvqtkcn+."qp"urgekÝe"cpf"tgikqpcn"curgevu"cpf"Ý-

nally gives the reader a historiographical overview. The very interesting 

qpg"qh"vjg"Urcpkuj"nkpiwkuv"Htcpekueq"Ecwfgv"hqnnqyu"vjg"eqpvtkdwvkqp"qp"
vjg"pcvkqpcn"o{uvkÝecvkqp"qh"Urckp"kp"vjg"gzkng"lqwtpcnu"cpf"pgyurcrgtu"
qh"3;5;0"Ecwfgv"ku"rkemkpi"wr"qp"c"xgt{"pgy"vtgpf"kp"vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"gzkng"
studies that attempts to ground the former research and to demystify 

many of the collectively constructed myths, especially around the intel-

ngevwcn"gzkng0"Jg"ku"cpcn{¦kpi"vjg"gzkng"lqwtpcnu"htqo"vjg"rgturgevkxg"jqy"
the exiles from the very beginning were constructing a heavily national 

discourse on Spain that was partly responsible for the disability and re-

nwevcpeg"vq"kpvgitcvg"kpvq"Ogzkecp"uqekgv{0"Vjg"ctvkeng"d{"vjg"Igtocp"nkp-

iwkuv"Htkgfjgno"Uejokvv/Ygnng"ku"cpcn{¦kpi"vjg"cntgcf{"ygnn/tgugctejgf"
ctgc"qp"Nwku"Dw‚wgn"cpf"vjg"Ogzkecp"ekpgoc0"Jg"swguvkqpu"Ýtuv"jqy"
Dw‚wgn"kpeqtrqtcvgf"jkougnh" kpvq"Ogzkecp"ekpgoc."tcvjgt"vjcp"Ïcu"kp"
oquv"yqtmuÏ"jqy"Ogzkecp"ekpgoc"kpÞwgpegf"jku"Ýnou0"Uwtg"gpqwij."vjg"
rgturgevkxg"qp"jqy"Ogzkeq"kp"igpgtcn"jcu"kpÞwgpegf"vjg"Tgrwdnkecpu"cpf"
their work is one of the few research perspectives that remains almost not 

researched.

The Spanish historian Alicia Alted Vigil describes in her contribution 

the impact of Spanish Republican historians in Latin America. Though her 

contribution is the only one that chose a broader and comparative perspec-

tive and furthermore is very interesting by itself, it does contribute little to 

the comparison between Mexico and Argentina. She describes, building up 

qp"vjg"yqtm"qh"ènxctq"Ocvwvg"cpf"Enctc"Nkfc."vjg"korcev"vjg"jkuvqtkcpu"jcf"
for the Mexican historical science and then chooses the life of Ramón Igle-

ukc"Rctic."rtqhguuqt"Ýtuv"kp"vjg"Eqngikq"fg"Ofizkeq"cpf"ncvgt"kp"vjg"US, for a 

more detailed analysis of the changes his conception of history perceived 

kp"vjg"Ekxkn"Yct"cpf"ncvgt"gzkng0"Oc{dg"kv"ku"nguu"hqt"vjg"vkvng"dwv"hqt"vjg"



168 estudios de historia moderna y contemporánea de méxico

content, that the chapter is thus placed within the Mexican part of the 

anthology.

The second section of the book on Argentina deals with a very different 

gzkng"ukvwcvkqp0"Yjkng"vjg"Ogzkeq"vjg"tghwiggu"cttkxgf"vq"ycu"ownvk/gvjpkecn."
indigene, overwhelmingly agricultural and political authoritarian, Argen-

tina was more European, had very view indigene people, and was marked 

d{"vjg"Ýtuv"rqnkvkecn"xgt{"tguvtkevkxg"ÐrgtqpkuoÑ"vjcv"fkfpÓv"cnnqy"etkvkecn"
cultural engagement. Due to a restricted immigration policy Argentina 

didn’t take a lot of Spanish Republican refugees, thus their exile situation 

was very different in these two countries.

The second part of the book opens with an article by Alejandrina Falcón 

that researches the impact of the 2 500 refugees in the cultural area. She 

hqewugu"qp"gfkvqtkcn"yqtm"vjcv"fwg"vq"vjg"kpfwuvtkcnk¦cvkqp"hcxqtgf"c"igp-

gtcn"kpetgcug"qh"gfkvqtkcn"yqtm"cntgcf{"dghqtg"vjg"3;52u"dwv"mgrv"Þqygtkpi"
ykvj"vjg"korcev"qh"vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"gfkvqtu"*cu"jcu"dggp"vjg"ecug"kp"Ogzkeq+0"
Cu"qrrqugf"vq"vjg"pgzv"eqpvtkdwvkqp"d{"Hgtpcpfq"Ncttc¦"Gnqttkcic"vjcv"cnuq"
focuses on the editorial work of the Republican exile in the time frame from 

3;5:/3;760"Vjgug"{gctu"ygtg"ecnngf"vjg"Ðiqnfgp"cigÑ"qh"gfkvkpi"dgecwug"c"
number of collections were initiated, established, directed, written, trans-

ncvgf."eqttgevgf."knnwuvtcvgf"cpf"rtqfwegf"ykvj"vjg"kpÞwgpeg"qh"vjg"Urcpkuj0"
That went so far that these were even called the “editorials of exile”.

Another aspect of the Argentinean book marked is addressed by the 

eqpvtkdwvkqp"qh"Rcvtkekc"Yknnuqp"yjq"hqewugu"qp"vjg"curgev"qh"vtcpuncvkpi0"
Tcswgn"Oceekwek"ku"tgugctejkpi"vjg"kpÞwgpeg"qh"vjg"Urcpkuj"ytkvgt"Htcp-

ekueq"C{cnc"Icte‡c/Fwctvg."vjg"ncuv"tgrtgugpvcvkxg"qh"vjg"Igpgtcvkqp"qh"Ó49"
on the Argentinean culture. In his 10 years in Argentina he worked for the 

ocic¦kpg"Sur, the newspaper La Nación and the publisher Losada. He also 

hqwpfgf."cnqpi"ykvj"hgnnqy"Urcpkctf"Nqtgp¦q"Nw¦wtkcic."vjg"ocic¦kpg"Rea-

lidad0"Fkcpc"Ygejungt"Ýpcnn{"ku"cpcn{¦kpi"vjg"rtqeguu"qh"kpvgitcvkqp"qh"vjg"
ctvkuv"htqo"vjg"Ðigpgtcvkqp"49Ñ."Ocpwgn"èpigngu"Qtvk¦."kpvq"vjg"ctvkuvke"uegpg"
kp"Dwgpqu"Cktgu"kp"jku"uvc{"qh"pkpg"{gctu"kp"Ctigpvkpc0"Vjwu."dgukfgu"vjg"
last articles the majority of the contributions on Argentina dealt with dif-

ferent aspects of publishing, writing and editing newspapers or books and 

therefore provides more of an introduction into one cultural area than a 

general perspective on the Republican Exile in Argentina which would have 
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been welcome. Furthermore the last articles concentrated as opposed to 

the title of the anthology that is dedicated to the Republican exile on the 

exile before 1939. Another element that is missing in the contributions, as 

is the case with the Mexican part of the book, is the reciprocal approach to 

vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"gzkng0"Cnn"cwvjqtu"cpcn{¦g"vjg"Tgrwdnkecp"kpÞwgpeg"qp"vjgkt"
exile countries, but never the reverse case.

Vjgtg"ctg"Ïcu"hct"cu"K"ecp"vgnnÏ"vyq"dcuke"yc{u"qh"qticpk¦kpi"c"eqorctc-

tive anthology. Either the contributions themselves are offering a comparative 

approach or the editor has to provide the comparative reading of the single 

contributions in an extensive introduction and synthesis. In this anthology 

none of the articles provides a comparative perspective on the respective 

exile in Mexico and Argentine. Thus the editor should have supplied the 

comparative view and a way of reading the differences and similarities of 

the special exile situation in the respective countries. Unfortunately this is 

pqv"vjg"ecug0"Vjg"xgt{"ujqtv"kpvtqfwevkqp"ku"pqv"uwhÝekgpv"hqt"c"eqorctcvkxg"
undertaking, neither by placing it into the historical, social, cultural back-

ground of the different exile situations, nor by researching the research 

background or providing the reader with the theoretical background of 

comparative working. Thus the reader is left alone with the partly interest-

ing articles but without the comparison the project wanted to present 

originally. In this sense a big opportunity was missed.
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