
General Rules

Transparency Declaration
Revista Colombiana de Anestesiología endorses the transparency 

declaration by the principal author of  the paper. The form will be com-
pleted and sent with the manuscript. For additional information on this 
topic, we suggest that you read our editorial La Revista Colombiana de 
Anestesiología (RCA) acoge Declaración de Transparencia y Lineamientos para 
publicación de artículos, entre ellos CARE, para reporte de caso (http://dx.doi.
org/10.1016/j.rca.2013.11.001).

Ethics in publishing 
For information on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines 

for journal publication see http://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics 
and http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics.

Human and animal rights 
If  the work involves the use of  animal or human subjects, the 

author should ensure that the work described has been carried out in 
accordance with The Code of  Ethics of  the World Medical 
Association (Declaration of  Helsinki) for experiments involving 
humans http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/
index.html; EU Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/legislation_
en.htm; Uniform Requirements for manuscripts submitted to 
Biomedical journals http://www.icmje.org. Authors should include a 
statement in the manuscript that informed consent was obtained for 
experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of  human 
subjects must always be observed.

Confi lct of  Interest disclosure
In this section, which is mandatory for all papers, the authors 

must state whether there are any confl icts of  interest or not. If  yes, a 
detailed description is required. It is important for the journal that 
the author understands what is meant by conflict of  interest in 
relation to scientifi c and scholarly publications. For this reason, we 
invite you to learn more about this topic by Reading the article 
entitled Conflictos de intereses en revistas médicas (http://dx.doi.
org/10.1016/j.rca.2013.06.006). Further information and an example 
of  a Confl ict of  Interest form can be found at: http://help.elsevier.
com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/p/7923

Submission declaration and verifi cation 
Submission of  an article implies that the work described has not 

been published previously (except in the form of  an abstract or as 
part of  a published lecture or academic thesis or as an electronic pre-
print, see http://www.elsevier.com/sharingpolicy), that it is not under 
consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is ap-
proved by all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible au-
thorities where the work was carried out, and that, if  accepted, it will 
not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in any 

other language, including electronically without the written consent of  
the copyright-holder. To verify originality, your article may be checked 
by the originality detection service CrossCheck http://www.elsevier.
com/editors/plagdetect.

Contributors 
Each author is required to declare his or her individual contribu-

tion to the article: all authors must have materially participated in the 
research and/or article preparation, so roles for all authors should be 
described. The statement that all authors have approved the fi nal arti-
cle should be true and included in the disclosure.

Authorship Criteria
Pursuant to the uniform requirements, an author will be consid-

ered as such provided he/she has had a substantial participation in the 
planning of  the work or article, the concept and design, as well as in 
data gathering, analysis or interpretation.

In order to comply with this requirement, the paper must be sub-
mitted together with a letter signed by all the authors, stating clearly that 
the paper has been read and approved by all and that it has not been 
published, in full or in part, in any other printed or digital publication, 
except for abstracts or proceedings of  presentations in congresses.

Changes to authorship
This policy concerns the addition, deletion, or rearrangement of  

author names in the authorship of  accepted manuscripts:

Before the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue: Re-
quests to add or remove an author, or to rearrange the author names, 
must be sent to the Journal Manager from the corresponding author of  
the accepted manuscript and must include: (a) the reason the name 
should be added or removed, or the author names rearranged and 
(b) written confi rmation (e-mail, fax, letter) from all authors that they 
agree with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of  addi-
tion or removal of  authors, this includes confi rmation from the author 
being added or removed. Requests that are not sent by the correspond-
ing author will be forwarded by the Journal Manager to the corre-
sponding author, who must follow the procedure as described above. 
Note that: (1) Journal Managers will inform the Journal Editors of  any 
such requests and (2) publication of  the accepted manuscript in an on-
line issue is suspended until authorship has been agreed.

After the accepted manuscript is published in an online issue: Any re-
quests to add, delete, or rearrange author names in an article published in 
an online issue will follow the same policies as noted above and result in a 
corrigendum.

Clinical trial results 
In line with the position of  the International Committee of  Medi-

cal Journal Editors, the journal will not consider results posted in the 
same clinical trials registry in which primary registration resides to be 
prior publication if  the results posted are presented in the form of  a 
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brief  structured (less than 500 words) abstract or table. However, di-
vulging results in other circumstances (e.g., investors’ meetings) is dis-
couraged and may jeopardise consideration of  the manuscript. Au-
thors should fully disclose all posting in registries of  results of  the 
same or closely related work.

Registration of clinical trials
Registration in a public trials registry is a condition for publication 

of  clinical trials in this journal in accordance with International Com-
mittee of  Medical Journal Editors (ICMJE, http://www.icmje.org) rec-
ommendations. Trials must register at or before the onset of  patient 
enrolment. The clinical trial registration number should be included at 
the end of  the abstract of  the article. A clinical trial is defi ned as any 
research study that prospectively assigns human participants or groups 
of  humans to one or more health-related interventions to evaluate the 
effects of  health outcomes. Health-related interventions include any in-
tervention used to modify a biomedical or health-related outcome (for 
example drugs, surgical procedures, devices, behavioural treatments, di-
etary interventions, and process-of-care changes). Health outcomes in-
clude any biomedical or health-related measures obtained in patients or 
participants, including pharmacokinetic measures and adverse events. 
Purely observational studies (those in which the assignment of  the 
medical intervention is not at the discretion of  the investigator) will not 
require registration.

 If  you wish to learn more about this topic, we suggest that you 
read our editorial Rev. Colomb. Anestesiol. Febrero-abril 2011. Vol. 39(1), 
pp. 21-26.(doi:10.5554/rca.v39i1.162).The suggested clinical trial proto-
col databases are: 

Clinical Trials, ISRCTN Register, UMIN Clinical Trials Registry, 
Australia New Zealand Clinical Trials Registry, Netherlands Trial Reg-
ister. For specifi c cases of  primary and secondary studies, the sugges-
tion is to use internationally adopted formats for the different study 
designs, as follows:

CONSORT: Experimental studies, including randomized trials 
http://www.consort-statement.org
STROBE: Observational studies 
http://www.strobe-statement.org
STARD: Diagnostic accuracy studies 
http://www.stard-statement.org
PRISMA: Systematic reviews 
http://www.prisma-statement.org
COREQ: Qualitative research http://goo.gl/XmCdGR
ENTRQ: Qualitative research http://goo.gl/tx2BAo
CHEERS: Economic evaluations http://goo.gl/S1rpcS
SQUIRE: Quality improvement studies 
http://squire-statement.org
CARE: Case reports http://www.care-statement.org

Transfer of  rights
The author must agree to the transfer of  intellectual property 

rights to the Colombian Society of  Anesthesiology (S.C.A.R.E.). This 
step must be completed after the manuscript approval. 

All articles published will be immediately and permanently free 
for everyone to read and download. Permitted reuse is defi ned by the 
Creative Commons (CC BY-NC-ND). For non-commercial purposes, 
lets others distribute and copy the article, and to include in a collective 
work (such as an anthology), as long as they credit the author(s) and 
provided they do not alter or modify the article.

Open Access Publication Fee 
No fee is payable by the author as publishing and submission 

costs are covered by the Society. 

Author rights
Upon acceptance of  an article, authors will be asked to complete 

a ‘Journal Publishing Agreement’. Acceptance of  the agreement 
will ensure the widest possible dissemination of  information. 

Copyright will be transferred to the Society if  the manuscript is 
accepted for publication. Permission of  the Society is required for 
resale or distribution outside the institution and for all other derivative 
works, including compilations and translations.

Source of  Funding
In this section, which is mandatory for all papers, the authors 

must state whether there are any sources of  funding. You are re-
quested to identify who provided fi nancial support for the conduct of  
the research and/or preparation of  the article and to briefl y describe 
the role of  the sponsor(s), if  any, in study design; in the collection, 
analysis and interpretation of  data; in the writing of  the report; and in 
the decision to submit the article for publication. If  the funding 
source(s) had no such involvement then this should be stated.

Informed consent and patient details
Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics committee 

approval and informed consent, which should be documented in the 
paper. Appropriate consents, permissions and releases must be 
obtained where an author wishes to include case details or other 
personal information or images of  patients and any other individuals 
in an Elsevier publication. Written consents must be retained by the 
author and copies of  the consents or evidence that such consents 
have been obtained must be provided to Elsevier on request. For 
more information, please review the Elsevier Policy on the Use of  
Images or Personal Information of  Patients or other Individuals, 
http://www.elsevier.com/patient-consent-policy. Unless you have 
written permission from the patient (or, where applicable, the next of  
kin), the personal details of  any patient included in any part of  the 
article and in any supplementary materials (including all illustrations 
and videos) must be removed before submission.

Peer review 
This journal operates a double blind review process. All 

contributions will be initially assessed by the editor for suitability for 
the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then sent to a minimum of  
two independent experts reviewers to assess the scientific quality 
of  the paper. The Editor is responsible for the fi nal decision regarding 
acceptance or rejection of  articles. The Editor’s decision is final. 
https://www.elsevier.com/reviewers/peer-review (More information 
on types of  peer review)

 Uniform requirements for manuscripts submitted to biomedical 
journals

Revista Colombiana de Anestesiología (Colombian Journal of  An-
esthesiology) abides by the Uniform Requirements for Manuscripts 
Submitted to Biomedical Journals of  the International Committee of  
Medical Journal Editors, published in The New England Journal of  
Medicine, 1997; 336:309-15 http://www.icmje.org

Publication Classifi cation
Revista Colombiana de Anestesiología (Colombian Journal of  

Anesthesiology) publishes manuscripts that adjust to the following 
typology. The parameter on the number of  words, references 
included, is mandatory.

 1. Editorials: max. 2000 words

 2. Clinical, experimental, basic and applied research (original 
paper): max. 4000 words

 3. Health education research (original paper): 
max. 4000 words

 4. Systematic Review articles (original paper): max. 7500 
(including at least 50 references)

 5. Non-systematic reviews (original paper): 
4000 words (including at least 50 references)

 6. Evidence-based clinical practice guidelines (original 
paper): max. 7500 words

 7. Management guidelines, protocols and consensus (original 
paper): max. 5000 words



 8. Refl ection articles derived from research (original paper): 
max. 4000 words

 9. Refl ection articles not derived from research: 2000 words

10. Technology update and innovation (original paper): max. 
4000 words

11. Continuing medical education articles: 2000 words

12. History of  Medicine, the specialty and related areas: 2000 
words

13. Case report: 2000 words
14. Letters to the Editor: 250 words
15. Reviews: 500 words

Manuscript submissions
The editorial management of  the Journal is done through the 

Elsevier EES. This means that the whole process of  reception, review, 
edition and publication is done at the manager site http://ees.elsevier.
com/rca/ which is linked to the Journal’s website http://www.
revcolanest.com.co

Preparation of  manuscripts
The fi rst stage of  the process depends on the care and prepara-

tion of  the documents that you submit to the Journal. For this reason, 
we encourage you to follow carefully each of  the steps listed below:

Authors
The fi rst page must contain a) the title of  the article (Spanish or 

English); b) the names and surnames of  each author, including their 
highest academic degree (MD, PhD, Master), academic rank (tenured 
professor, associate, assistant, instructor, graduate MD student), and 
the institution, department or section to which they belong; postal ad-
dress; e-mail and contact telephone number.

Title
Remember that the title is your fi rst contact with the reviewer and 

your readers; we suggest that you make it clear and concise. It must be 
written in Spanish and English and contain key words that will contrib-
ute to the visibility of  your publication when bibliographic searches and 
indexations are made. We recommend that you avoid subtitles and the 
use of  references in the title and the subtitles.

Abstracts
The abstracts must be written in the original language of  the man-

uscript and have no more than 250 words. For original papers, the ab-
stract must be structured to include the following sections: Introduc-
tion, Objectives, Materials and Methods, Results, and Conclusions. We 
suggest that you emphasize those things that are new and original 
about your work. You must not use abbreviations or references.

How to cite our Journal
To cite articles from Revista Colombiana de Anestesiología (Colombian 

Journal of  Anesthesiology) please bear in mind that the offi cial abbre-
viation is Rev. Colomb. Anestesiol.

Key Words
The terms required in this section are fi ve to eight words o short 

phrases. Since these will allow your manuscript to appear among the 
search results, we recommend that they relate directly to the manuscript 
and that they are also validated by the Index Medicus (Medical Subject 
Headings, MeSH) in www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html or by 
descriptors in Ciencias de la Salud (DeCS) of  BIREME (http://decs.bvs.
br/E/homepagee.htm). In cases of  unknown terms or terms that have 
appeared recently and are not included in MeSH or DeCS, but which 
are meaningful for the study, we suggest that you highlight them and 
justify their use.

Graphic material and Multi-media
All this material must be included at the end of  the manuscript, 

in separate pages. Tables, images, graphs, surveys, guidelines and 

others must be mentioned in the text and numbered in accordance 
with the order in which they appear. Likewise, you need to mention 
the source of  the ma-terial, even if  it results from the submitted 
study. If  the material belongs to a third party, you need to attach the 
license for use given by the holder of  the property rights. Tables 
must not use vertical or horizontal lines; each column must have the 
appropriate heading, and headings should not include clarifi cation 
notes or references; if  needed, these must be included at the bottom 
of  the table.

Images must be submitted in bitmap (*.bmp), GIF (*.gif), JPEG 
(*.jpg), TIFF (*.tif) formats, with a minimum 300 dpi resolution. For 
graphs, avoid 2D circular design (pie charts). If  you include photo-
graphs of  individuals, you must submit the authorization to publish 
them. Considering that the Journal is also on several digital platforms, 
we suggest the use of  multimedia tools that support your studies, in 
order to enhance the publication.

Bibliographic references
The Journal uses the Vancouver style, according to which 

references are numbered as the authors are cited, using Arabic 
numerals in parenthesis. Accuracy in terms of  punctuation and 
abbreviations in journals is of  the utmost importance; for this reason, 
we suggest reviewing the Index Medicus (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/tsd/
serials/lji.html) in order to avoid mistakes. The editorial policy 
requires citing at least one national or Latin-American author or 
journal, and we also recommend not to reference unpublished 
documents. If  it needs to be done, the DOI must be inserted. If  in 
doubt about citation, we recommend that you read carefully the 
information in http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/books/NBK7256/ 
where you will fi nd examples for each of  the materials or contents.

Example

Periodic publications
Mortero RF, Clark LD, Tolan MM, Metz RJ, Tsueda K, Sheppard 

RA. The effects of  small dose ketamine on propofol sedation: espira-
tion, postoperative mood, perception, cognition, and pain. Anesth An-
alg. 2001;92:1465-9.

Books
Viby-Mogensen J. Neuromuscular monitoring. In: Miller RD (Ed). 

Anesthesia, 5th ed. Philadelphia: Churchill Livingstone Inc.;2000. 
p.1363.

Journal article in electronic format
Thomas EJ, Petersen LA. Measuring errors and adverse events in 

health care. J Gen Intern Med. [serial online] 2003 Jan [cited August 
30 2007];18(1):[7 screens]. Available at: URL: http://www.blackwell-
synergy.com/doi/abs/10.1046/j.1525-1497.2003.20147.x

Writing considerations
When writing scholarly and scientifi c papers, you need to use pa-

rameters that will allow you to use the “same language”, irrespective of  
idiomatic differences. Consequently, we would like you to write each 
paragraph using clear, concise and coherent statements, by following a 
simple structure or syntax (subject-verb-object); avoid the use of  ger-
unds and inserts in parenthesis. We also recommend that you read the 
following rules for specifi c words and terms:

Measurement Units
There is a universal system, embraced by the Royal Academy of  

the Spanish Language (RAE), that applies to all types of  text. If  in 
doubt, please check the following links:

• http://www.bipm.org/en/si/
• http://lema.rae.es/dpd/apendices/apendice3.html
• http://lema.rae.es/dpd/apendices/apendice4.html

Use of standardized medical terms
Each discipline has its own lexicon that allows universal under-

standing of  concepts. Therefore, we suggest that you use databases 



that contain these standard terms in order to enhance your text aca-
demically:

• http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/MBrowser.html
• http://decs.bvs.br/E/homepagee.htm

Updated spelling rules (RAE 2010)
Over the past two decades, RAE has been working on the revi-

sion and update of  the rules applied in Spanish. One of  the most sig-
nifi cant changes is the new spelling. We recommend that you check 
the following links:

• http://www.fundeu.es/wpcontent/uploads/2013/01/
FundeuNovedadesOrtografi a.pdf

• http://www.rae.es/recursos/diccionarios/drae
• http://www.rae.es/recursos/diccionarios/dpd

After acceptance

Use of  the Digital Object Identifi er 
The Digital Object Identifi er (DOI) may be used to cite and link to 

electronic documents. The DOI consists of  a unique alpha-numeric 
character string which is assigned to a document by the publisher upon 
the initial electronic publication. The assigned DOI never changes. 
Therefore, it is an ideal medium for citing a document, particularly ‘Arti-
cles in press’ because they have not yet received their full bibliographic 
information. Example of  a correctly given DOI (in URL format; here 
an article in the journal Physics Letters B): http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.
physletb.2010.09.059 When you use a DOI to create links to documents 
on the web, the DOIs are guaranteed never to change.

 Proofs 
One set of  page proofs (as PDF fi les) will be sent by e-mail to the 

corresponding author (if  we do not have an e-mail address then paper 

proofs will be sent by post) or, a link will be provided in the e-mail so 
that authors can download the fi les themselves. Elsevier now provides 
authors with PDF proofs which can be annotated; for this you will 
need to download Adobe Reader version 9 (or higher) available free 
from http://get.adobe.com/reader. Instructions on how to annotate 
PDF fi les will accompany the proofs (also given online). The exact 
system requirements are given at the Adobe site: http://www.adobe.
com/products/reader/tech-specs.html. 

If  you do not wish to use the PDF annotations function, you 
may list the corrections (including replies to the Query Form) and 
return them to Elsevier in an e-mail. Please list your corrections 
quoting line number. If, for any reason, this is not possible, then 
mark the corrections and any other comments (including replies to 
the Query Form) on a printout of  your proof  and return by fax, or 
scan the pages and e-mail, or by post. Please use this proof  only for 
checking the typesetting, editing, completeness and correctness of  
the text, tables and fi gures. Signifi cant changes to the article as ac-
cepted for publication will only be considered at this stage with per-
mission from the Editor. We will do everything possible to get your 
article published quickly and accurately. It is important to ensure 
that all corrections are sent back to us in one communication: 
please check carefully before replying, as inclusion of  any subse-
quent corrections cannot be guaranteed. Proofreading is solely your 
responsibility.

Author inquiries

You can track your submitted article at http://help.elsevier.com/
app/answers/detail/a_id/89/p/8045/. You can track your accepted 
article at http://www.elsevier.com/trackarticle. You are also welcome 
to contact Customer Support via http://support.elsevier.com.


