CIR ESP. 2024;102(8):459

CIRUGIA ESPANOLA

z

www.elsevier.es/cirugia

DMNIBUS PER ARTEM
E)FIDEMQUE PRODESSE @
v, U

Image of the month

Check for
updates

A rare cause of acute abdominal pain: Perforation of
a hepatic hydatid cyst into the peritoneum

Una causa poco comun de dolor abdominal agudo:
perforacion del quiste hidatidico hepatico hacia el peritoneo
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A 37-year-old female patient was admitted to the emergency department with sudden-onset abdominal pain. On oral contrast-
enhanced CT imaging, free air values were observed in the intraperitoneal area (Figs. 1 and 2, arrows) and within the cyst in the
liver (Figs. 1 and 2, star). Furthermore, leakage of the administered oral contrast substance into the common bile duct was noted
(Fig. 2, arrowhead). Radiological findings indicated intraperitoneal perforation of a hydatid cyst that had opened into the bile
ducts. The patient underwent emergency surgery, and the diagnosis was confirmed. Hepatic hydatid cyst perforation may cause
anaphylactic reaction, cholangitis or sepsis. Rapid diagnosis is vital in such patients, and CT is an essential tool.
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