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EDITORIAL

We are fast  approaching the year 2010, 75th anniversary of 
our Society. Next  year will be a genuinely excit ing one since 
apart  from honoring our beloved Society we shall be 
preparing for the forthcoming combined SECOT-EFORT 
Congress, which will give us all the opportunity to promote 
new ideas and a const itute compelling reason to give our 
Society all the support  it  deserves.

In 2009, SECOT has put  into act ion some of the priorit ies 
within our well-known St rategic Plan; some goals have been 
achieved, whereas others will be addressed at  a later stage. 
We have also come across some obstacles: for the sixth t ime 
around, our Revist a was refused admission to Medline. 
Under dif ferent  Presidents and Editors-in-Chief our j ournal 
has t ime and again failed in this endeavor. What  are the 
reasons? There are probably many and varied reasons, but  
they are dificult to ind out or understand. Nonetheless, 
this does not  mean that  we should give up or turn our backs 
on an ambit ious and long-standing enterprise that  has 
become the main hallmark of our Society.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Carlos 
Rodríguez Merchán his many years of unst inted devot ion to 
our Revist a.  On the basis of recommendat ions made by 
Medline on previous occasions, Carlos int roduced many 
changes to our publicat ions, which unfortunately did not  
succeed in get t ing us into the prest igious database. When 
he learned about  the negat ive result  of our last  applicat ion, 
he decided to tender his resignat ion to the Revist a’s Board, 
a gesture that  bears test imony to his personal qualit ies. 
Carlos has been and will remain a reference in the Spanish 
literature on Trauma Surgery and an essent ial part  of the 
history of our publicat ions.

Writ ing in our j ournal should be a reference for all our 
members. Publishing an art icle in the Revist a cont ributes to 
improving our work, telling others about  what  we do in our 
count ry and exchanging opinions with our colleagues. 
Moreover, it  is a learning tool for young surgeons, a means 

of t raining paper reviewers and a st imulus for a department  
in any hospital.  Although it  is t rue that  the art icles published 
in the Revist a are not  indexed by Medline, this cannot  be 
used as an excuse not  to submit  manuscripts. Art icles 
published in our j ournal appear in the most  important  
search engines. Every single art icle is available in English on 
the SECOT and Elsevier’s website and, in addit ion, any one 
of those papers can be downloaded from the Internet .

At  present  we can take it  easy since we cannot  apply for 
admission to Medline again unt il 2012. This means that  we 
have t ime to make the j ournal that  our members want , one 
that  will meet  their needs. Far from becoming obsessed 
with indexing, our main goal should be making a j ournal 
that  is useful and at t ract ive to our members.

We would like to turn the Revist a into a reference for 
Spanish-speaking orthopedic and t rauma surgery. With that  
idea in mind, we have established preliminary contacts with 
the Portuguese society and some Lat in American societ ies 
with a view to creat ing a parallel proj ect  that  may be of 
interest  to one and all and that  may carve out  a name for 
it self  on the internat ional scene.

We need to recover our excitement ! In compliance with 
the by-laws adopted at  our last  General Assembly in 
Valencia, the President  will appoint  a new Editorial 
Commit tee. My appointment  as Editor-in-Chief of the 
Revist a is a temporary one and expires at  the end of this 
year. It  is my duty now, as it  will be that  of the new Editor 
as from January, to convey to all Spanish-speaking orthopedic 
surgeons the need to use the Revist a give expression to our 
clinical and scientiic experiences, mindful of the fact that 
the quality of the Revist a will be the scientiic relection of 
our Society.
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