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INTRODUCTION
Revista Argentina de Microbiología is  an Open Access Journal  published by the Asociación
Argentina de Microbiología (AAM) on a quarterly basis. The aim of this journal is to publish
current  scientific  works  in  the  different  areas  of  Microbiology  and  Parasitology.  Some  of  the
topics considered of special interest are: infections caused by bacteria, fungi, parasites, viruses
and unconventional  infectious agents;  mechanisms of  pathogenicity,  and virulence factors;
resistance to antimicrobial agents; taxonomy; epidemiology and phenotypic, immunologic and
molecular diagnostic methods. RAM also publishes articles on microbial ecology and diversity,
zoo- and phytopathogens and microorganisms of  value for food, agronomic,  industrial  and
environmental  applications.  Manuscripts  on  microorganism  genomics,  proteomics  and
enzymology, as well as articles of regional impact are eligible for consideration with the purpose
of covering basic aspects of research in the area

RAM can publish the articles under the following sections:

General microbiology
Clinical microbiology and infectious diseases
Antimicrobial agents
Food microbiology
Agricultural, environmental and industrial microbiology

The different types of articles that can be published in RAM are: a) editorials, b) original articles,
c) brief reports, d) microbiological images, e) letters to the editor and f) special articles, on the
different areas of Microbiology.

The Editorial Board reserves the right to reject those manuscripts whose contents partially or
totally overlap with works already published or whose topics are irrelevant to those of RAM.
Furthermore,  reasons  for  rejection  are  non-compliance  of  editorial  requirements,  ethical
violations,  low  scientific  quality  and  poor  use  of  language,  either  English  or  Spanish.  The
Editorial Board reserves the right to make all necessary grammatical and style modifications.

Types of article
Editorials.  They  focus  on  current  scientific  topics  of  special  relevance  to  the  scientific
community specialized in Microbiology, or are opinion works on scientific policies. This section is
the sole domain of the Editorial Board, who will determine editorial policy and authorship, as
well as the general guidelines.  Editorials shall not exceed 1.200 words and references should
be limited to 5.

Original articles. They are full research paper, which must be submitted in accordance to the
following sections: Title (in Spanish and English) and Short Title, Abstract and Keywords (in



Spanish  and  English),  Introduction,  Materials  and  Methods,  Results,  Discussion,
Acknowledgements and References. Manuscripts shall not exceed 8,000 words including all the
sections and shall  include a maximum of  6 tables or  figures.  In  order to support  and improve
the presentation of the research article, RAM accepts additional electronic data which will be
published as Supplementary data.

Brief reports. They are less extensive works. They include case reports, descriptions of new
techniques or equipment based on conclusive experimental work. Manuscripts should not be
divided into sections and shall not exceed 3,000 words. References should be limited to 15
citations and a maximum of 3 tables and figures. Careful analysis of data presented should be
observed so as to avoid their repetition in the text, tables and figures, in order to maintain the
typical concision in style that characterizes this type of articles.

Microbiological images. They may include high quality pictures of bacteria, fungi, parasites
and  viruses,  from  direct  observation  or  staining  under  optical,  electronic  or  fluorescent
microscopy. They may also include other photographic images of microorganisms in culture
media,  lesions  in  humans  or  laboratory  animals,  x-ray  and  ultrasound  images,  computed
tomography scans, nuclear magnetic resonance, etc. These images having great instructional
value though not necessarily ground-breaking, should be accompanied by an explanatory text
and  indicating  arrows  when  necessary.  The  text  should  not  exceed  300  words.  Quality
requirements for images are described under the “Figures” section below.

Letters to the Editor. Letters can include either comments or new data. The comments
consist  in observations made on articles published in the journal;  the latter  are aimed at
communicating short pieces of work, which do not have the appropriate length to be published
as original article or brief report. Both contributions must not exceed 500 words, they should
include the title in Spanish and English, they must not have an abstract, and may contain only
one figure or table. The authors’ names and affiliations should be placed at the bottom of the
letter.  Only  the  primary  affiliation  of  each  author  should  be  indicated.  The  comments  should
mention the volume and issue number where the article was published, as well as the complete
title  and  the  first  author’s  last  name.  Furthermore,  the  bibliographical  references  (up  to  5
citations) that support the letter contents should be mentioned. In order to publish a comment,
the corresponding author of the published article will be first consulted about the final decision
and  publication  will  remain  at  the  editor‘s  discretion.  Contributions  of  new  facts  will  be
submitted to a specialist editor with knowledge in the subject matter, who, along with external
reviewers, will assess the information. It should be noted that some journal indexing services do
not include Letters to the Editor in their databases.

Special articles. They are up dates or workshop results on topics of regional and international
weight. Their authors must be specialists in their field of study. Texts must include updated and
comprehensive  bibliography.  Updates  may  include  up  to10,000  words,8  tables  or  figures.
References  should  be  limited  to100  bibliographic  citations.

Supplements. They will  consist of detailed reviews of a specific subject conducted by one or
several scientific organizations or universities, as well as abstracts of contributions presented at
scientific  meetings  or  universities  organized  by  the  Asociación  Argentina  de  Microbiología  or
any of its divisions or branches (oral communications, boards, lectures, round tables, etc.), and
chaired by guest editors. Topics to be considered in the supplements and general outlines
should be approved by the Editorial Board.

Revision of manuscripts under the Supplements section will be in charge of reviewers appointed
by the Editorial Board in the case of extensive reviewing, and of guest editors in the case of



abstracts of meetings. Supplements will be wholly financed by the body organizing the scientific
meeting, which will bear in mind that supplements should be distributed among participants to
the meetings and all members of the Asociación Argentina de Microbiología on-line. As regards
style and format, supplements shall strictly conform to the standards of Revista Argentina de
Microbiología  in  all  respects  (cover,  paper  quality,  printing,  tables  and  figures,  illustrations,
etc.),  as  described in the “Instructions to Authors” section.  Supplements corresponding to
abstracts of meetings shall include the following information in this order: names of members of
the Editorial Board of Revista Argentina de Microbiología, data about the event (complete title,
venue and date), content list of meetings (in Spanish and English), acknowledgements, names
of organizing officers and message delivered by the Chair/s. Abstracts consecutively numbered
in Arabic numerals as from 1 (one) should subsequently follow. An alphabetical index of authors
and the English and Spanish versions of the instructions to authors of Revista Argentina de
Microbiología  should  be  printed  next.  The  meeting  schedule  will  only  be  included  in  the
Supplement as a separate leaflet.

Contact details for submission
Manuscripts should be uploaded in the RAM website https://www.editorialmanager.com/ram

Language
Manuscripts shall be written in Spanish or English.The Editorial Board encourages authors to use
English as their language of choice so that their work reaches wider international scope and
readership.

Submission checklist
You  can  use  this  list  to  carry  out  a  final  check  of  your  submission  before  you  send  it  to  the
journal for review. Please check the relevant section in this Guide for Authors for more details.
Ensure that the following items are present:
One author has been designated as the corresponding author with contact details:
• E-mail address
• Full postal address
All necessary files have been uploaded:
Manuscript:
• Include keywords
• All figures (include relevant captions)
• All tables (including titles, description, footnotes)
• Ensure all figure and table citations in the text match the files provided
Graphical Abstracts / Highlights files (where applicable)
Supplemental files (where applicable)
Further considerations
• Manuscript has been 'spell checked' and 'grammar checked'
• All references mentioned in the Reference List are cited in the text, and vice versa
• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from other sources (including
the Internet)
• Relevant declarations of interest have been made
• Journal policies detailed in this guide have been reviewed
• Referee suggestions and contact details provided, based on journal requirements

For further information, visit our Support Center.

https://www.editorialmanager.com/ram
http://service.elsevier.com/app/overview


BEFORE YOU BEGIN
Manuscripts should be addressed to the Editorial Board of Revista Argentina de Microbiología
accompanied by a cover letter according to the following model:

“Dear Editors of Revista Argentina de Microbiología,

As corresponding author (to whom correspondence should be addressed), hereby declare that
the coauthors have accepted to be represented by myself  before RAM with regard to the
submission of the manuscript “…Title…”, and they are jointly responsible with me for the
contents of this work. Neither this manuscript (nor any other with similar contents) has been
previously published or is being considered for publication by another journal. I also agree to
transfer the copyright to Revista Argentina de Microbiología once published”.

A change of the corresponding author or the order of the list of authors shall only be considered
by a note signed by all the authors to that effect.

The authors shall also disclose any existing conflict of interests that might affect the manuscript
assessment on an attached letter. The Editorial Boards shall treat all received manuscripts in
strict confidence.

Funding sources for research work described in the manuscript, either from public or private
institutions,  commercial  affiliations  or  consultancies,  as  well  as  co-ownership  of  patents  for
business purposes by one or more authors shall be indicated under the Acknowledgements
Section.

Contributions will be assessed by the Editorial Board and submitted to the consideration of at
least  two  scientific  referees  appointed  for  each  case.  Authors  should  recommend  at  least  3
reviewers  for  evaluation  of  their  manuscript.

Ethics in publishing
Please see our information pages on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines for journal
publication.

Studies in humans and animals
If  the work involves the use of  human subjects,  the author  should ensure that  the work
described has been carried out in accordance with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical
Association (Declaration of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans. The manuscript should
be in line with the Recommendations for the Conduct, Reporting, Editing and Publication of
Scholarly  Work  in  Medical  Journals  and  aim  for  the  inclusion  of  representative  human
populations (sex, age and ethnicity) as per those recommendations. The terms sex and gender
should be used correctly.

Authors should include a statement in the manuscript that informed consent was obtained for
experimentation with human subjects. The privacy rights of human subjects must always be
observed.

All animal experiments should comply with the ARRIVE guidelines and should be carried out in
accordance with the U.K.  Animals  (Scientific Procedures)  Act,  1986 and associated guidelines,
EU Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments, or the National Institutes of Health guide for
the care and use of Laboratory animals (NIH Publications No. 8023, revised 1978) and the
authors should clearly indicate in the manuscript that such guidelines have been followed. The
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sex of animals must be indicated, and where appropriate, the influence (or association) of sex
on the results of the study.

Informed consent and patient details
Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics committee approval and informed consent,
which should be documented in the paper. Appropriate consents, permissions and releases
must be obtained where an author wishes to include case details or other personal information
or images of patients and any other individuals in an Elsevier publication. Written consents
must be retained by the author but copies should not be provided to the journal.  Only if
specifically requested by the journal in exceptional circumstances (for example if a legal issue
arises) the author must provide copies of the consents or evidence that such consents have
been obtained. For more information, please review the Elsevier Policy on the Use of Images or
Personal Information of Patients or other Individuals. Unless you have written permission from
the patient (or, where applicable, the next of kin), the personal details of any patient included in
any part of the article and in any supplementary materials (including all illustrations and videos)
must be removed before submission.

Declaration of interest
All  authors  must  disclose  any  financial  and  personal  relationships  with  other  people  or
organizations  that  could  inappropriately  influence  (bias)  their  work.  Examples  of  potential
competing  interests  include  employment,  consultancies,  stock  ownership,  honoraria,  paid
expert testimony, patent applications/registrations, and grants or other funding. Authors must
disclose any interests in two places: 1. A summary declaration of interest statement in the title
page  file  (if  double-blind)  or  the  manuscript  file  (if  single-blind).  If  there  are  no  interests  to
declare then please state this: 'Declarations of interest: none'. This summary statement will be
ultimately published if the article is accepted. 2. Detailed disclosures as part of a separate
Declaration of Interest form, which forms part of the journal's official records. It is important for
potential  interests  to  be declared in  both places and that  the information matches.  More
information.

Declaration of generative AI in scientific writing
The below guidance only refers to the writing process, and not to the use of AI tools to analyse
and draw insights from data as part of the research process.

Where  authors  use  generative  artificial  intelligence  (AI)  and  AI-assisted  technologies  in  the
writing  process,  authors  should  only  use  these  technologies  to  improve  readability  and
language. Applying the technology should be done with human oversight and control,  and
authors should carefully review and edit the result, as AI can generate authoritative-sounding
output that can be incorrect, incomplete or biased. AI and AI-assisted technologies should not
be listed as an author or co-author, or be cited as an author. Authorship implies responsibilities
and tasks that can only be attributed to and performed by humans, as outlined in Elsevier’s AI
policy for authors.

Authors should disclose in their manuscript the use of AI and AI-assisted technologies in the
writing process by following the instructions below. A statement will appear in the published
work. Please note that authors are ultimately responsible and accountable for the contents of
the work.

Disclosure instructions
Authors must disclose the use of generative AI and AI-assisted technologies in the writing
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process by adding a statement at the end of their manuscript in the core manuscript file, before
the References list. The statement should be placed in a new section entitled ‘Declaration of
Generative AI and AI-assisted technologies in the writing process’.

Statement: During the preparation of this work the author(s) used [NAME TOOL / SERVICE] in
order to [REASON]. After using this tool/service, the author(s) reviewed and edited the content
as needed and take(s) full responsibility for the content of the publication.

This  declaration does not  apply to the use of  basic  tools  for  checking grammar,  spelling,
references etc. If there is nothing to disclose, there is no need to add a statement.

Submission declaration and verification
Submission of an article implies that the work described has not been published previously
(except in the form of an abstract or as part of a published lecture or academic thesis, see
'Multiple, redundant or concurrent publication' section of our ethics policy for more information),
that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere, that its publication is approved by
all authors and tacitly or explicitly by the responsible authorities where the work was carried
out, and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form, in English or in
any other language, including electronically without the written consent of the copyright-holder.
To verify originality, your article may be checked by the originality detection service Crossref
Similarity Check.

Preprints
Please note that preprints can be shared anywhere at any time, in line with Elsevier's sharing
policy. Sharing your preprints e.g. on a preprint server will not count as prior publication (see
'Multiple, redundant or concurrent publication' for more information).

Sex and gender reporting
Reporting guidance
For research involving or pertaining to humans, animals or eukaryotic cells, investigators should
integrate  sex  and  gender-based  analyses  (SGBA)  into  their  research  design  according  to
funder/sponsor requirements and best practices within a field. Authors should address the sex
and/or gender dimensions of their research in their article. In cases where they cannot, they
should discuss this  as a limitation to their  research's  generalizability.  Importantly,  authors
should explicitly state what definitions of sex and/or gender they are applying to enhance the
precision,  rigor  and  reproducibility  of  their  research  and  to  avoid  ambiguity  or  conflation  of
terms and the constructs to which they refer (see Definitions section below). Authors can refer
to the SSex and Gender Equity in Research (SAGER) guidelines and the S SAGER guidelines
checklist. These offer systematic approaches to the use and editorial review of sex and gender
information in study design, data analysis, outcome reporting and research interpretation -
however, please note there is no single, universally agreed-upon set of guidelines for defining
sex and gender.

Definitions
Sex generally refers to a set of biological attributes that are associated with physical and
physiological  features (e.g.,  chromosomal genotype,  hormonal  levels,  internal  and external
anatomy).  A  binary  sex  categorization  (male/female)  is  usually  designated  at  birth  ("sex
assigned at birth"), most often based solely on the visible external anatomy of a newborn.
Gender generally refers to socially constructed roles, behaviors, and identities of women, men
and gender-diverse people that occur in a historical and cultural context and may vary across
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societies  and over  time.  Gender  influences how people  view themselves and each other,  how
they behave and interact and how power is distributed in society. Sex and gender are often
incorrectly portrayed as binary (female/male or woman/man) and unchanging whereas these
constructs  actually  exist  along a  spectrum and include additional  sex categorizations  and
gender identities such as people who are intersex/have differences of sex development (DSD)
or identify as non-binary. Moreover, the terms "sex" and "gender" can be ambiguous—thus it is
important for authors to define the manner in which they are used. In addition to this definition
guidance  and  the  SAGER  guidelines,  the  Sresources  on  this  page  offer  further  insight  around
sex and gender in research studies.

Authorship
All authors should have made substantial contributions to all of the following: (1) the conception
and design of the study, or acquisition of data, or analysis and interpretation of data, (2)
drafting the article or revising it critically for important intellectual content, (3) final approval of
the version to be submitted.

Changes to authorship
Authors are expected to consider carefully the list and order of authors before submitting their
manuscript and provide the definitive list of authors at the time of the original submission. Any
addition, deletion or rearrangement of author names in the authorship list should be made only
before  the manuscript  has been accepted and only if  approved by the journal  Editor.  To
request such a change, the Editor must receive the following from the corresponding author:
(a) the reason for the change in author list and (b) written confirmation (e-mail, letter) from all
authors that they agree with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case of addition or
removal of authors, this includes confirmation from the author being added or removed.
Only  in  exceptional  circumstances  will  the  Editor  consider  the  addition,  deletion  or
rearrangement of authors after the manuscript has been accepted. While the Editor considers
the request, publication of the manuscript will be suspended. If the manuscript has already
been  published  in  an  online  issue,  any  requests  approved  by  the  Editor  will  result  in  a
corrigendum.

Copyright
Upon  acceptance  of  an  article,  authors  will  be  asked  to  complete  a  'Journal  Publishing
Agreement' (see more information on this). An e-mail will be sent to the corresponding author
confirming receipt  of  the manuscript  together with a 'Journal  Publishing Agreement'  form or a
link to the online version of this agreement.

Author rights
As an author you (or your employer or institution) have certain rights to reuse your work. More
information.

Elsevier supports responsible sharing
Find out how you can share your research published in Elsevier journals.

Role of the funding source
You  are  requested  to  identify  who  provided  financial  support  for  the  conduct  of  the  research
and/or  preparation  of  the  article  and  to  briefly  describe  the  role  of  the  sponsor(s),  if  any,  in
study design; in the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the report;
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and in the decision to submit the article for publication. If the funding source(s) had no such
involvement then this should be stated.

Open Access
Please visit our Open Access page from the Journal Homepage for more information.

Elsevier Researcher Academy
Researcher Academy is a free e-learning platform designed to support early and mid-career
researchers  throughout  their  research  journey.  The  "Learn"  environment  at  Researcher
Academy offers  several  interactive  modules,  webinars,  downloadable  guides  and resources  to
guide you through the process of writing for research and going through peer review. Feel free
to use these free resources to improve your submission and navigate the publication process
with ease.

Language (usage and editing services)
Please write your text in good English (American or British usage is accepted, but not a mixture
of these). Authors who feel their English language manuscript may require editing to eliminate
possible grammatical or spelling errors and to conform to correct scientific English may wish to
use the English Language Editing service available from Elsevier's Author Services.

Submission
Our online submission system guides you stepwise through the process of entering your article
details and uploading your files. The system converts your article files to a single PDF file used
in the peer-review process. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are required to typeset your article
for  final  publication.  All  correspondence,  including  notification  of  the  Editor's  decision  and
requests  for  revision,  is  sent  by  e-mail.

Submit your article
Please submit your article via https://www.editorialmanager.com/ram.

including  the  following  separate  files:  Cover  letter,  Ethical  disclosures,  Manuscript,  Tables,
Figures  and  when  it  is  appropriate,  Supplementary  data.

Authors should revise this checklist file and verify that all requirements have been met.

Referees
Please submit the names and institutional e-mail addresses of several potential referees. For
more details, visit our Support site. Note that the editor retains the sole right to decide whether
or not the suggested reviewers are used.

PREPARATION

Peer review
This journal operates a double anonymized review process. All contributions will be initially
assessed by the editor for suitability for the journal. Papers deemed suitable are then typically
sent to a minimum of two independent expert reviewers to assess the scientific quality of the
paper.  The  Editor  is  responsible  for  the  final  decision  regarding  acceptance  or  rejection  of
articles. The Editor's decision is final. Editors are not involved in decisions about papers which
they have written themselves or have been written by family members or colleagues or which
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relate to products or services in which the editor has an interest. Any such submission is subject
to all of the journal's usual procedures, with peer review handled independently of the relevant
editor and their research groups. More information on types of peer review.

Double-blind review
This journal uses double-blind review, which means the identities of the authors are concealed
from the reviewers, and vice versa. More information is available on our website. To facilitate
this, please include the following separately:
Title  page  (with  author  details):  This  should  include  the  title,  authors'  names  and  affiliations,
and a complete address for the corresponding author including an e-mail address.
Blinded manuscript (no author details): The main body of the paper (including the references,
figures, tables and any Acknowledgements) should not include any identifying information, such
as the authors' names or affiliations.

Use of word processing software
It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the word processor used. The text
should be in single-column format. Keep the layout of the text as simple as possible. Most
formatting codes will be removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not
use the word processor's options to justify text or to hyphenate words. However, do use bold
face, italics, subscripts, superscripts etc. When preparing tables, if you are using a table grid,
use only one grid for each individual table and not a grid for each row. If no grid is used, use
tabs, not spaces, to align columns. The electronic text should be prepared in a way very similar
to that of conventional manuscripts (see also the Guide to Publishing with Elsevier). Note that
source files of figures, tables and text graphics will be required whether or not you embed your
figures in the text. See also the section on Electronic artwork.
To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 'spell-check' and 'grammar-
check' functions of your word processor.

Article structure

Subdivision - unnumbered sections
Divide  your  article  into  clearly  defined  sections.  Each  subsection  is  given  a  brief  heading
(Introduction, Material and methods, Results, Discussion and Conclusions). Each heading should
appear on its own separate line. Subsections should be used as much as possible when cross-
referencing text: refer to the subsection by heading as opposed to simply 'the text'.

Introduction
It  should  provide  sufficient  and  relevant  information  on  the  topic  to  be  analyzed  or  allow  the
understanding  of  non-specialized  readers.  It  should  also  include  the  hypothesis  or  scientific
background  that  guided  the  experimental  lay  out  of  the  work  as  well  as  its  clearly  defined
objectives. References mentioned in this section should be the most relevant ones with respect
to the topic and must be carefully chosen.

Material and methods
This section should include an accurate and detailed description of the methods, equipment,
reagents and procedures used, so that the experiments could be replicated. Frequently used or
routine  procedures  and  techniques  may  be  mentioned  by  specific  reference  (eg.  MIC
determination by the CLSI methods, 2013). New methods or those especially developed for the
study should be described in detail, as well as infrequent drug sources or biological materials
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(bacterial, viral, fungal strains and plasmids, etc.).Trademarks and origin of reagents, culture
means  and  equipment  should  be  indicated  in  the  text  the  first  time  they  are  mentioned,
identifying  the  commercial  brand  name,  state  and  country  of  origin.

Results
It  should  include  the  experimental  layout  and  its  scientific  background  as  well  as  the  results
obtained presented in a concise way preferably as text, or as table/s or figure/s). Unnecessary
use of tables and figures to mention data should be avoided when they could be included in the
text.  Do  not  repeat  the  same  information  in  the  text  and  in  the  tables  or  figures.  Limit  the
number of photographs to the minimum necessary to support experimental results. Number the
tables  and  figures  in  the  order  they  are  mentioned  in  the  text.  Avoid  repetitions  and  include
only most relevant data. In-depth interpretation will be included in the Discussion section.

Discussion
Emphasis  should  be  placed  on  important  cutting-edge  findings;  experimental  data  should  be
examined in the light of previously published works. Conclusions should be presented avoiding
unnecessary repetition of data and concepts already included in preceding sections. Results
and Discussion can be presented as a joint section.

Conclusions
The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short Conclusions section, which may
stand alone or form a subsection of a Discussion or Results and Discussion section.

Essential title page information
• Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-retrieval systems. Avoid
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