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Abstract

Int roduct ion: To analyze the neurological work of Artur Galcerán i Granés (Girona 1850- 
Barcelona 1919) founder of the Society of Psychiat ry and Neurology of Barcelona in 1911.
Met hods:  We performed a literature search using MEDLINE from the keywords “ Galceran 
Granés”  and “ Society of Psychiat ry and Neurology of Barcelona” , using the doctoral 
thesis of M. G. Fabregas Camps: “ Hist ory of  Neurology in Cat alonia. From 1882 t o 1949 
”  and original historical bibliographical sources of the Library of the Academy of Sciences 

Mèdiques de Cat alunya i Balears.
Result s: Artur Galcerán i Granés was a disciple of the school of psychiat ry of Dr. Joan 
Giné i Partagàs. His highlight ing neurological work was: 1) “ Some stat ic and dynamic 
inferences about  the brain, which may serve to clarify the concept  of localizat ion” ,  
2) “ Treatment  of epilepsy”  and 3) “ Neuropathology and General Psychiat ry” . He was 
editor of “ Archivos de Terapeút ica de las enfermedades nerviosas y ment ales”  and 
“ Anales de la Sociedad de Psiquiat ría y Neurología” .  He was director of the mental 
asylum in Sant Boi of Llobregat and Pere Mata of Reus. In 1911 he founded the irst 
Catalan and Spanish neurological society in Barcelona.
Conclusions: The neurological work of Artur Galcerán i Granés is remarkable and 
signiicant. He was the founder of the irst Catalan and Spanish neurological society: The 
Society of Psychiat ry and Neurology of Barcelona in 1911, the forerunner of the Catalan 
Society of Neurology.
© 2010 Sociedad Española de Neurología. Published by Elsevier España, S.L. All rights 
reserved.
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La faceta neurológica del Dr. Artur Galcerán i Granés (1850-1919)

Resumen

Int roducción: Analizar la faceta neurológica que es poco conocida de Artur Galcerán i 
Granés (Girona 1850-Barcelona 1919),  fundador de la Sociedad de Psiquiat ría y Neurolo-
gía de Barcelona en 1911.
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Introduction 

Dr. Artur Galcerán i Granés was born in Girona in 1850 and 
is a consolidated igure in Psychiatric history books.1,2 
However, even though he founded the Society of Psychiat ry 
and Neurology of Barcelona in 1911, we know lit t le about  
the neurological side of this author.

We performed a search of the literature directed at  
analysing and highlight ing the neurological side of Dr. Artur 
Galcerán i Granés regarding the aspects of care, research 
and teaching. Up unt il now, we have seen only his psychiat ric 

side academically and his signiicant contribution to 
neurology has not  been properly highlighted or ment ioned.

Development 

We performed a literature search using MEDLINE with no date 
limit  from the keywords “ Galceran Granés”  and “ Society of 
Psychiat ry and Neurology of Barcelona” ; a search using the 
doctoral thesis of Marta Gloria Fabregas Camps, “ Història de 

la Neurologia a Catalunya. De l ’ any 1882 a l ’ any 1949”  

y Neurología  

de Barcelona;

Sociedad neurológica

Fuent es: Se efectúa una búsqueda bibliográica mediante MEDLINE sin límite de fecha a 
part ir de las palabras clave: “ Galceran Granés”  y “ Society of Psychiat ry and Neurology of 
Barcelona” , ut il izando también la tesis doctoral de M. G. Fabregas Camps: “ Hist òria de 

la Neurologia a Cat alunya. De l ’ any 1882 a l ’ any 1949”, y de fuentes bibliográicas histó-
ricas originales de la Biblioteca de la Acadèmia de Ciències Mèdiques de Catalunya i Ba-
lears de Barcelona.
Desarrol lo: Artur Galcerán i Granés se denominaba “ neurólogo y mentalista” . Discípulo 
de la escuela de Psiquiat ria de Joan Giné i Partagàs. Su obra neurológica fue notable, 
destacando: 1)“ Algunas inducciones sobre estàt ica y dinàmica del cerebro, que pueden 
servir para el esclarecimiento del concepto de localización” ; 2) “ Tratamiento de las epi-
lepsias” , y 3) “ Neuropatología y Psiquiat ría generales” . Dirigió “ Archivos de Terapéut ica 
de las enfermedades nerviosas y mentales”  y “ Anales de la Sociedad de Psiquiat ría y 
Neurología” . Fue director del sanatorio mental de Sant  Boi de Llobregat  y de Pere Mata 
de Reus. Fundó la primera sociedad neurológica catalana y española en Barcelona en el 
año 1911.
Conclusiones: La faceta neurológica de A. Galcerán i Granés es remarcable y signiicati-
va. Fue el fundador de la primera sociedad neurológica catalana y española: la Sociedad 
de Psiquiat ría y Neurología de Barcelona en el año 1911 precursora de la Societat  Cata-
lana de Neurologia.
© 2010 Sociedad Española de Neurología. Publicado por Elsevier España, S.L. Todos los 
derechos reservados.

Figure 1 Dr A. Galcerán i Granés was called a neurologist  and mentalist .  Art icles referring to elect rotherapy19 (1a) and to drugs 

that  have an effect  on cerebral circulat ion18 (1b).
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(History of Neurology in Catalonia. From 1882 to 1949), 
presented in 1992 at  the Universitat  Autònoma of Barcelona” ;3 
and used original historical bibliographical sources chosen 
from the bibliographical search of authors at  the Library of 
the Academy of Sciences Mèdiques de Catalunya i Balears in 
Barcelona. We obtained the following results:

Forerunners to neurology in Cataluña 

Dr Bartomeu Robert  i Yarzábal (1842-1902), a renowned 
internist of his era, was the irst doctor who stressed the 
potent ial importance that  neurology could have as its own 
specialit y, dif fering from psychiat ry4-6 and helped Dr Lluís 
Barraquer Roviralta (1855-1928) to set up the irst Neurology 
and Elect rotherapy clinic at  the Hospital de la Santa Creu in 
Barcelona in 1882. It was the irst department in Cataluña 
and Spain that  was dedicated to t reat ing nervous system 

diseases.7,8 Later he would also found the Neurological 
Clinic at  l’ Hospital del Sagrat  Cor, where he acted as a 
consultant .9 In that same year, for the irst time in history, 
Charcot would get the irst professorship in neurology at the 
“ Clinique des Maladies du Système Nerveux”  in Paris.10

Dr. Barraquer Roviralta was a contemporary  
of Dr. Galcerán i Granés

Dr. A. Galcerán i Granés was a contemporary of Dr. Lluís 
Barraquer Roviralta, founder of Catalan and Spanish clinical 
neurology.7,8 When Barraquer Roviralta founded the irst 
Neurological and Elect rotherapy Clinic (whose doctors were 
called “ elect rical doctors” ) in Barcelona in 1882, Galcerán 
i Granés was 32 years old. We should remember that  during 
that  historical era, many forerunners of modern neurology 
also had solid psychiat ric t raining, as at  that  t ime neurology 

Figure 2 “ Neuropat hic Aet iology”  according to A. Galcerán i Granés.17 
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and psychiat ry were one single specialit y.11-13 Dr Galcerán i 
Granés would cult ivate both facets of neurology and 
psychiat ry during his professional career.

Dr. Galcerán i Granés and the Society of Psychiatry 
and Neurology of Barcelona

During the inal third of the19th century, there was an 
economic, art ist ic, social,  l inguist ic, polit ical and also 
scientiic-medical awakening in Barcelona: it is a period 
known as the Renaixença (Rebirth). This was the moment  
that  the idea of t raining for dif ferent  specialit ies was 
mentioned for the irst time, a process that would culminate 
at  the start  of the 20th century with the founding and 
consolidat ion of dif ferent  medical societ ies.3,14,15 It  was due 
to this that  the Society of Psychiat ry and Neurology of 
Barcelona was formed. Its statutes were published on 3rd 
January 1911 in the prest igious j ournal Gaceta Medica 
Catalana on pages 118-119.16 The new society was presided 
over by Art ur Galcerán i Granés who was ment ioned as 
being a “neurologist and mentalist ” in its publications (igs. 
1 and 2).17-19 He had studied medicine in Barcelona and 
graduated in 1875. He was a disciple of the school of 
psychiatry of Joan Giné i Partagàs. The members of the irst 
Board of Directors were: Francisco de P. Xercavins i Rius 
(vice-president ), Odón Moles Ornella (secretary), Esteban 
Conill Mataró (vice-secretary), Pedro Farreras Sampere 
(“ archivist ” ),  Pedro Ribas Puj ol (t reasurer) and Manuel 
Saforcada (“ accountant ” ).  Mart í Julià and Rodríguez Morini 
also collaborated.

The society’s address was Ronda de la Universidad, number 
4, ent resuelo, in Barcelona. The durat ion for the elected 
dut ies was two years. In Art icle one Sect ion three, it  is stated 
that  the new society’s aim is literally: “ To t ry t o develop 

t eaching in Psychiat ry and Neurology, and create 

Professorships, Laboratories, Museums, Clinics and 

Dispensaries t hat  correspond to t he aforement ioned 

special it ies” . In Art icle 8 we can read the text : “ One of  t his 

Societ y’s main aims is t o achieve the const it ut ion of  other 

similar ones t hroughout  Spain, and that  t hey associate 

t hemselves wit h t his one, forming a federat ion of  societ ies” .16

The neurological side of Galcerán i Granés can be seen in 
some of his main publicat ions:

1)  “ Some st at ic and dynamic inferences about  t he brain, 

which may serve t o clarif y t he concept  of  local isat ion” ,  
published in the j ournal Independencia Médica in 1883 
and 1884.3

2)  “ Neuropat hology and General  Psychiat ry ” .20

3)  “ Treat ment  of  epilepsy ” .3

4)  Genetic classiication of nerve dermatosis (ig. 3).21

He also published many art icles in the j ournal Gaceta 
Médica Catalana, the most  prest igious Spanish medical 
j ournal of the t ime, which celebrated its 1,000th edit ion in 
1919 and which had previously been a prize-winner at  the 
Universal Exhibit ion of Barcelona in1888. Galcerán i Granés 
was also the editor of “ Archivos de Terapéut ica de las 
enfermedades nerviosas y mentales”  and “ Anales de la 
Sociedad de Psiquiat ría y Neurología” .3

Some conferences that  he gave had an impact , such as 
the following: “ When can you diagnose the localisat ion of 
cent ral nervous system diseases?”  He presented this 
together with Francisco de P. Xercavins at  the Medical 
Science Congress in Barcelona in 1890.3

Artur Galcerán i Granés was director of the mental asylum 
Sant  Boi de Llobregat  and afterwards of Pere Mata de Reus. 
He died in Barcelona in 1919.

Medical and social events that occurred during the 
presidency of Artur Galcerán i Granés 

In 1911 Hörlein i Haupt mann discovered “ luminal ,”  an 
ant iconvulsant  drug that  led to a great  advance in care and 
therapeut ic handling of epilepsy. In 1913, Sigmund Freud 

Figure 3 Genetic classiication of “nerve dermat osis”  according to A. Galcerán i Granés.21 
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founded the irst Analytical Psychology School, and in 
Cataluña they hosted the irst Metges Congress in Catalan.

In 1914, Barraquer Roviralta publishes a paper on 
semiology of peripheral nervous system in the prest igious 
“ Nouvelle Iconographie de la Salpet rière” . During this same 
year, the Mancomunitat  de Catalunya (Community of 
Catalonia) is created, the First  World War begins and 
Barcelona has a terrible outbreak of typhoid fever.3

Evolution 

Dr. Galcerán i Granés was president  of the Society of 
Psychiat ry and Neurology of Barcelona from the t ime it  was 
started in 1911 unt il 1915, when Dr Mart í i  Jul ià (1860-
1917) took over the posit ion. This society would be renamed 
“ Societ at  Cat alana de Psiquiat ria i  Neurologia”  in 1934 and 
was chaired by Dr Belarmino Rodríguez Arias,  unt il the 
society was dissolved at  the start  of the Spanish Civil War.22,23 
In 1941, the society was reconst ituted, calling itself  
“ Asociación de Neurología y Psiquiat ría”  and chaired by Dr 
José Córdoba Rodríguez;  the “ Asociación de Ciencias 

Neurológicas”  chaired by Dr Lluís Barraquer Bordas 

appeared in 1968. Finally, in 1973 (chaired by Dr Agust í 

Codina Puiggros),  it  would change to it s current  name of 
“ Societ at  Cat alana de Neurología” ,  a name that  will no 
longer be modiied.22-25

Conclusions 

Artur Galcerán i Granés’  neurological facet  is remarkable 
and signiicant. He was the founder of the irst Catalan and 
Spanish neurological society: The Society of Psychiat ry and 
Neurology of Barcelona in 1911, the forerunner of the 
Catalan Society of Neurology.
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