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Galceran i Granés; Introduction: To analyze the neurological work of Artur Galceran i Granés (Girona 1850-
History; Barcelona 1919) founder of the Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona in 1911.
Neurology; Methods: We performed a literature search using MEDLINE from the keywords “ Galceran
The Barcelona Society Granés” and “ Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona”, using the doctoral
of Psychiatry thesis of M. G. Fabregas Camps: “ History of Neurology in Catalonia. From 1882 to 1949
and Neurology; ” and original historical bibliographical sources of the Library of the Academy of Siences
Neurology Society Mediques de Catalunya i Balears.

Results: Artur Galceran i Granés was a disciple of the school of psychiatry of Dr. Joan
Giné i Partagas. His highlighting neurological work was: 1) “Some static and dynamic
inferences about the brain, which may serve to clarify the concept of localization”,
2) “Treatment of epilepsy” and 3) “Neuropathology and General Psychiatry”. He was
editor of “Archivos de Terapeltica de las enfermedades nerviosas y mentales” and
“Anales de la Sociedad de Psiquiatria y Neurologia’. He was director of the mental
asylum in Sant Boi of Llobregat and Pere Mata of Reus. In 1911 he founded the first
Catalan and Spanish neurological society in Barcelona.

Conclusions: The neurological work of Artur Galceran i Granés is remarkable and
significant. He was the founder of the first Catalan and Spanish neurological society: The
Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona in 1911, the forerunner of the Catalan
Society of Neurology.
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y Neurologia
de Barcelona;

Sociedad neurolégica

Introduction

Fuentes: Se efectlia una bUsqueda bibliografica mediante MEDLINE sin limite de fecha a
partir de las palabras clave: “Galceran Granés” y “ Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of
Barcelona”, utilizando también la tesis doctoral de M. G. Fabregas Camps: “ Historia de
la Neurologia a Catalunya. De I’any 1882 a I’any 1949”, y de fuentes bibliograficas histo-
ricas originales de la Biblioteca de |la Académia de Ciéncies Mediques de Catalunya i Ba-
lears de Barcelona.

Desarrollo: Artur Galceran i Granés se denominaba “neurdlogo y mentalista”. Discipulo
de la escuela de Psiquiatria de Joan Giné i Partagas. Su obra neurolégica fue notable,
destacando: 1)“ Algunas inducciones sobre estatica y dinamica del cerebro, que pueden
servir para el esclarecimiento del concepto de localizacién”; 2) “Tratamiento de las epi-
lepsias’, y 3) “Neuropatologia y Psiquiatria generales”. Dirigio “ Archivos de Terapéutica
de las enfermedades nerviosas y mentales’ y “Anales de la Sociedad de Psiquiatria y
Neurologia”. Fue director del sanatorio mental de Sant Boi de Llobregat y de Pere Mata
de Reus. Fundé la primera sociedad neurolégica catalana y espafiola en Barcelona en el
afio 1911.

Conclusiones: La faceta neuroldgica de A. Galceran i Granés es remarcable y significati-
va. Fue el fundador de la primera sociedad neuroldgica catalana y espafiola: la Sociedad
de Psiquiatria y Neurologia de Barcelona en el ano 1911 precursora de la Societat Cata-
lana de Neurologia.

© 2010 Sociedad Espanola de Neurologia. Publicado por Elsevier Espaia, SL. Todos los
derechos reservados.

side academically and his significant contribution to
neurology has not been properly highlighted or mentioned.

Dr. Artur Galceran i Granés was born in Girona in 1850 and
is a consolidated figure in Psychiatric history books.'"?
However, even though he founded the Society of Psychiatry
and Neurology of Barcelona in 1911, we know little about
the neurological side of this author.

We performed a search of the literature directed at
analysing and highlighting the neurological side of Dr. Artur
Galceran i Granés regarding the aspects of care, research
and teaching. Up until now, we have seen only hispsychiatric

(a) e .

Development

We performed a literature search using MEDLINE with no date
limit from the keywords “Galceran Granés” and “ Society of
Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona”; a search using the
doctoral thesis of Marta Gloria Fabregas Camps, “ Historia de
la Neurologia a Catalunya. De I'any 1882 a I’any 1949
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Dr A. Galceran i Granés was called a neurologist and mentalist. Articles referring to electrotherapy' (1a) and to drugs

that have an effect on cerebral circulation (1b).
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(History of Neurology in Catalonia. From 1882 to 1949),
presentedin 1992 at the Universitat Autonoma of Barcelona” ;®
and used original historical bibliographical sources chosen
from the bibliographical search of authors at the Library of
the Academy of Sciences Mediques de Catalunya i Balearsin
Barcelona. We obtained the following results:

Forerunners to neurology in Cataluha

Dr Bartomeu Robert i Yarzabal (1842-1902), a renowned
internist of his era, was the first doctor who stressed the
potential importance that neurology could have as its own
speciality, differing from psychiatry“® and helped Dr Lluis
Barraquer Roviralta (1855-1928) to set up the first Neurology
and Eectrotherapy clinic at the Hospital de la Santa Creu in
Barcelona in 1882. It was the first department in Catalufa
and Spain that was dedicated to treating nervous system

CRONICA DE

NEUROLOGIA Y

diseases.”® Later he would also found the Neurological
Clinic at I’Hospital del Sagrat Cor, where he acted as a
consultant.® In that same year, for the first time in history,
Charcot would get the first professorship in neurology at the
“Clinique des Maladies du Systeme Nerveux” in Paris. ™

Dr. Barraquer Roviralta was a contemporary
of Dr. Galceran i Granés

Dr. A. Galceran i Granés was a contemporary of Dr. Lluis
Barraquer Roviralta, founder of Catalan and Spanish clinical
neurology.”® When Barraquer Roviralta founded the first
Neurological and Hectrotherapy Clinic (whose doctors were
called “electrical doctors”) in Barcelona in 1882, Galceran
i Granés was 32 years old. We should remember that during
that historical era, many forerunners of modern neurology
also had solid psychiatric training, as at that time neurology
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Figure 2 “Neuropathic Aetiology’ according to A. Galceran i Granés.'”
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and psychiatry were one single speciality.''® Dr Galceran i
Granés would cultivate both facets of neurology and
psychiatry during his professional career.

Dr. Galceran i Granés and the Society of Psychiatry
and Neurology of Barcelona

During the final third of the19th century, there was an
economic, artistic, social, linguistic, political and also
scientific-medical awakening in Barcelona: it is a period
known as the Renaixenga (Rebirth). This was the moment
that the idea of training for different specialities was
mentioned for the first time, a process that would culminate
at the start of the 20th century with the founding and
consolidation of different medical societies.®'*' It was due
to this that the Society of Psychiatry and Neurology of
Barcelona was formed. Its statutes were published on 3rd
January 1911 in the prestigious journal Gaceta Medica
Catalana on pages 118-119."® The new society was presided
over by Artur Galceran i Granés who was mentioned as
being a “neurologist and mentalist ” in its publications (figs.
1 and 2).7'® He had studied medicine in Barcelona and
graduated in 1875. He was a disciple of the school of
psychiatry of Joan Giné i Partagas. The members of the first
Board of Directors were: Francisco de P Xercavins i Rius
(vice-president), Odon Moles Ornella (secretary), Esteban
Conill Matar6 (vice-secretary), Pedro Farreras Sampere
(“archivist”), Pedro Ribas Pujol (treasurer) and Manuel
Saforcada (“accountant”). Marti Julia and Rodriguez Morini
also collaborated.

The society’saddresswas Fonda de la Universidad, number
4, entresuelo, in Barcelona. The duration for the elected
dutieswastwo years. In Article one Section three, it isstated
that the new society’s aim is literally: “To try to develop
teaching in Psychiatry and Neurology, and create
Professorships, Laboratories, Museums, Clinics and
Dispensaries that correspond to the aforementioned

specialities’. In Article 8 we can read the text: “ One of this
Society’s main aims is to achieve the constitution of other
similar ones throughout Sain, and that they associate
themselveswiththisone, formingafederation of societies’ .'®

The neurological side of Galceran i Granés can be seen in
some of his main publications:

1) “Some static and dynamic inferences about the brain,
which may serve to clarify the concept of localisation”,
published in the journal Independencia Médica in 1883
and 1884.3

2) “ Neuropathology and General Psychiatry” .%°

3) “ Treatment of epilepsy ” .°

4) Genetic classification of nerve dermatosis (fig. 3).%'

He also published many articles in the journal Gaceta
Médica Catalana, the most prestigious Sanish medical
journal of the time, which celebrated its 1,000th edition in
1919 and which had previously been a prize-winner at the
Universal Exhibition of Barcelona in1888. Galceran i Granés
was also the editor of “Archivos de Terapéutica de las
enfermedades nerviosas y mentales’ and “Anales de la
Sociedad de Psiquiatria y Neurologia”.®

Some conferences that he gave had an impact, such as
the following: “When can you diagnose the localisation of
central nervous system diseases? He presented this
together with Francisco de P Xercavins at the Medical
Sience Congress in Barcelona in 1890.3

Artur Galceran i Granéswasdirector of the mental asylum
Sant Boi de Llobregat and afterwards of Pere Mata de Reus.
He died in Barcelona in 1919.

Medical and social eventsthat occurred during the
presidency of Artur Galceran i Granés

In 1911 Hbrlein i Hauptmann discovered “/uminal,” an
anticonvulsant drug that led to a great advance in care and
therapeutic handling of epilepsy. In 1913, Sgmund Freud

CLASIFICACION GENETICA DE LAS DERMATOSIS NERVIOSAS.

C e

Ule
| Gangronas. Escaras.

A. GALCERAN.

Figure 3 Genetic classification of “nerve dermatosis’ according to A. Galceran i Granés.?'
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founded the first Analytical Psychology School, and in
Cataluna they hosted the first Metges Congress in Catalan.
In 1914, Barraquer PRoviralta publishes a paper on
semiology of peripheral nervous system in the prestigious
“Nouvelle Iconographie de la Salpetriere”. During this same
year, the Mancomunitat de Catalunya (Community of
Catalonia) is created, the First World War begins and
Barcelona has a terrible outbreak of typhoid fever.®

Evolution

Dr. Galceran i Granés was president of the Society of
Psychiatry and Neurology of Barcelona from the time it was
started in 1911 until 1915, when Dr Marti i Julia (1860-
1917) took over the position. This society would be renamed
“Societat Catalana de Psiquiatria i Neurologia” in 1934 and
was chaired by Dr Belarmino Rodriguez Arias, until the
society wasdissolved at the start of the Spanish Givil War.222
In 1941, the society was reconstituted, calling itself
“ Asociacion de Neurologia y Psiquiatria’ and chaired by Dr
José Cordoba Rodriguez; the “Asociacion de Ciencias
Neuroldgicas’ chaired by Dr Lluis Barraquer Bordas
appeared in 1968. Finally, in 1973 (chaired by Dr Agusti
Codina Puiggros), it would change to its current name of
“Societat Catalana de Neurologia’, a name that will no
longer be modified.?*?

Conclusions

Artur Galceran i Granés neurological facet is remarkable
and significant. He was the founder of the first Catalan and
Spanish neurological society: The Society of Psychiatry and
Neurology of Barcelona in 1911, the forerunner of the
Catalan Society of Neurology.
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