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Reply to: Adult onset of
leukoencephalopathy with vanishing
white matter

Respuesta a: Leucoencefalopatia con sustancia
blanca evanescente de inicio en edad adulta

Dear Editor:

We would like to thank Pifieiro et al. for their interest in our
case and we believe their comment about the possible
under-diagnosis of leukoencephalopathy with evanescent
white matter in our environment is appropriate. In fact,
although an exact determination has not been made, it is
estimated to be one of the most prevalent causes of
leukodystrophies, especially in Caucasian populations, and
that it is even more common than metachromatic
leukodystrophy, which has an estimated prevalence of
1.85:100,000 newborns in northern Portugal™. Given that
we are in the Euro-region of Galicia-Northern Portugal, the
“curious geographical proximity of both cases” could be
justified. This should make us think about this entity in the
differential diagnosis of leukoencephalopathy, especially
when there is a worsening of neurological condition related
to infections or small traumas.
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