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isolated ext ramedullary relapse may be followed by 
medullar relapse, all authors agree in t reat ing local relapse 
as a systemic disease, with no consensus on the scheme to 
be followed. Int rathecal and systemic chemotherapy, and 
whole brain radiat ion therapy have been used with regimes 
that  cross the blood-brain barrier, with dif ferent  results2,7.  
In summary, when a pat ient  with a history of APL presents 
neurological symptoms, ext ramedullary disease should be 
ruled out , even though the pat ient  is in complete medullar 
cytological and molecular remission. Prospect ive studies 
are needed to determine whether t reatment  with ATRA per 

se increases the risk of developing ext ramedullary disease 
and to assess the need for a study on CSF and CNS 
chemoprophylaxis upon diagnosis for those at  high risk of 
ext ramedullary relapse.
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of the European Neurological Society, Nice, France.
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Use of Spanish in scientific publications. 
Neurology in the context of clinical 
medicine and Spanish scientific journals

Utilización del español en las publicaciones 
científicas: la neurología en el contexto de la 
medicina clínica y las publicaciones científicas 
españolas

Dear Edit or:

It  is st riking that  from some areas such as neurological 
publicat ions edited in Spain, there has been a defence of 
the interest  and the need to publish in Spanish as opposed 
to in English1-3,  which has become the hegemonic l ingua 

f ranca in the scient ific field, especially in the field of natural 
and biomedical sciences4.

To determine the weight  and importance of the Spanish 
language in the scient ific product ion of Spanish inst itut ions 
in general, and in the area of clinical neurology in part icular, 
as well as the potent ial impact  of publicat ion in Spanish in 
relat ion to the degree of citat ion, a study of the presence 
of this language in the Science Citat ion Index-Expanded 
(SCI-Expanded) has been conducted. The evolut ion of the 
impact  factor of Spanish biomedical j ournals has also been 
studied; this is part  of a broader line of research that  
at tempts to characterise the role of non-Anglo-Saxon 
languages in dif ferent  areas of knowledge, as well as the 

impact  of certain publishing st rategies related to language, 
including the t ranslat ion into English of art icles published in 
other languages.

The analysis of the diachronic evolut ion of publicat ions 
(art icles, let ters, reviews and editorials) containing some 
SCI-Expanded-included Spanish inst itut ional affiliat ion bet -
ween 1979 and 2007 (fig. 1) shows that  the language of 
Cervantes has dropped drast ically. This is evidenced by the 
cont inued decline found, with values that  have not  excee-
ded 10% since the mid-ninet ies, and that  represent  only 
6.29% of all the works produced by Spanish inst itut ions in 
2007. The dramat ic reduct ion in Spanish is a fact , despite 
the increase in the number of source j ournals published in 
Spanish included in this database and, therefore, in the 
presence of this language in absolute terms. The same de-
clining t rend was noted in connect ion with art icles publis-
hed in j ournals of the dif ferent  specialt ies which make up 
clinical medicine, even though the presence of Spanish is 
greater in the area, with values that  have remained in any 
event  below 20% since 2005 (fig. 1). However, a cont rary 
t rend is observed in clinical neurology, where the Spanish 
language is in relat ively good health. Since the late nine-
t ies, the annual scient ific product ion (which hovers around 
30-40% of the total number of works produced by Spanish 
inst itut ions) has remained stable (fig. 1). There are two cli-
nical neurology j ournals published in this language (Revist a 

de Neurología and NEUROLOGÍA) that  were included in SCI-Ex-
panded in 1997 and 2001, respect ively; their editorial poli-
cy represents an important  impulse in the use of Spanish as 
a language of scient ific communicat ion. Theirs is an edito-
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rial policy that , on the other hand, has not  been a hindran-
ce in relat ion to another parameter that  is usually the most  
coveted, the impact  factor. This important  parameter has 
experienced a slow but  steady increase for these two publi-
cat ions since their inclusion in the Journal  Cit at ion Report s 
l ists and their evolut ions show no significant  dif ferences in 
relat ion to the impact  factors of other Spanish biomedical 
j ournals that  t ranslate their content  into English. In this 
regard, only one publicat ion stands out  far above the rest , 

and the others are behind the neurological j ournals, despi-
te present ing their contents in English  
(fig. 2).

After sat isfying the formal quality and content  standards4,5,  
increasing the degree of citat ion must , with priority over 
linguist ic issues6, pass through the adopt ion of measures such 
as ensuring simple, fast  and open access5, providing clear 
editor art iculat ion of publicat ion purpose and content  and 
at t ract ive presentat ion thereof7, expanding the number of 
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Figure 1 Diachronic evolut ion of the relat ive weight  of Spanish language in the works produced by Spanish inst itut ions listed in 
the Science Citat ion Index Expanded database (percentage of works with respect  to total scient ific product ion).
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Figure 2 Evolut ion of the impact  factor of biomedical j ournals published in Spanish included in Journal  Cit at ion Report s.  
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authors and encouraging interact ion among the networks of 
authors publishing in the j ournal8, promot ing scient ific t ies 
with researchers from Spanish-speaking countries5, as well as 
internat ional Spanish researcher collaborat ions and 
interdisciplinary connect ion of clinical research and basic 
scient ific and epidemiologic act ivity9. Furthermore, the 
policy of priorit ising the English language in a publicat ion can 
lead to unintended and perhaps undesired effects, such as 
reducing the importance of the publicat ion as a disseminat ion 
vehicle for the community which it  serves. In this sense, 
different  aspects of great  importance have been right ly 
pointed out  from the area. These should be taken into 
account  by all clinically-oriented publicat ions, part icularly in 
a situat ion characterised by the increasing number of j ournals 
indexed in the desired (and at  the same t ime controversial) 
SCI-Expanded: namely, that  these publicat ions are generally 
a vehicle of expression for the interests of a scient ific society 
and serve a large community of readers beyond the scient ists 
who publish in them and the role they occupy in the qualifying 
rankings of publicat ions10.
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Adult onset of leukoencephalopathy  
with vanishing white matter

Leucoencefalopatía con sustancia blanca 
evanescente de inicio en edad adulta

Dear Edit or:

We read with great  interest  the let ter published in the 
previous issue of your j ournal by Pato Pato et  al.1,  which 
presented a case having characterist ics similar to ours. The 
publicat ion of that  case leads us to comment  on the possible 
existence of an underdiagnosis of this disease, which may 
be more prevalent  in the general populat ion and go 
unnot iced by the ent ire medical populat ion.

Male, 20 years old, healthy, with no remarkable medical 
history, son of non-consanguineous parents. In 1994, after a 
minor t raffic accident  without  head t rauma and in which 
the remaining occupants of the vehicle were unharmed, he 
presented an episode of psychomotor agitat ion. Computed 
tomography (CT) showed bilateral white mat ter hypodensity, 
which was init ially interpreted as cerebral oedema, 
requiring mechanical vent ilat ion and admission to the 
intensive care unit .  After extubat ion nine days later, the 
pat ient  presented episodes of agitat ion with echolalia and 

palilalia, alternat ing these with periods during which he 
was able to maintain simple conversat ions. He also suffered 
occasional epilept ic crises and right  spast ic hemiparesis. 
Brain magnet ic resonance imaging (MRI) showed almost  
complete bilateral affectat ion of white mat ter.

The studies performed to rule out  common 
leukoencephalopathy aet iologies were normal: creat ine 
kinase, lactate, protein and immunoglobulins, cerebrospinal 
fluid analysis, including IgG index, autoimmunity, serology 
(syphilis, HIV, Salmonel la,  herpes virus), basal cort isol,  
ACTH, amino acids in urine, very–long-chain fat ty acids, 
analysis of fibroblast  culture, urinary arylsulfatase A, 
phytanic acid, copper and ceruloplasmin, and muscle and 
sural nerve biopsy.

The pat ient  experienced gradual improvement  that  
became consolidated in the following months; he was able 
to walk unaided and the epilept ic crises disappeared.

Throughout  the years of follow-up, he presented 
progressive deteriorat ion in both motor and cognit ive 
funct ions, spontaneously or coinciding with fever episodes. 
Hospitalisat ion was required in some of them.

The genet ic study ident ified a G338A homozygous 
mutat ion in the eIFGB5 gene. Both parents were carriers of 
this mutat ion.

Current ly, after 14 years, he is totally dependent  in his 
daily life: he presents marked cognit ive impairment , severe 


