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In our case, the patient had alcoholic cirrhosis with
a Child-Pugh score of A. He did not have clinically sig-
nificant portal hypertension and presented a SR of HCC
with anatomopathological confirmation. The patient did not
report changes in his usual treatment or the use of alter-
native therapies. He also evaded infection, trauma and
sustained hypotension during the process. Fourteen months
post-surgery, he persists with no evidence of relapse in the
radiological tests performed.

Funding

The authors declare that they have not received any funding.

Conflicts of interest

The authors declare that they have no conflicts of interest.

References

1. Cole WH, Everson TC. Spontaneous regression of cancer: pre-
liminary report. Ann Surg. 1956;144:366-83.

2. Epstein RJ, Leung TW. Reversing hepatocellular carcinoma pro-
gression by using networked biological therapies. Clin Cancer
Res. 2007;13:11-7.

3. Galle PR, Dufour JF, Greten TF, Raymond E, Roskams T. Guias
de Practica Clinica de EASL-EORTC: Tratamiento del carcinoma
hepatocelular. J Hepatol. 2012;56:908-43.

4. Oquinena S, Guillén-Grima F, Ifarrairaegui M, Zozaya JM, San-
gro B. Spontaneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma: a
systematic review. Eur J Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2009;21:254-7.

5. Johnson FL, Lerner KG, Siegel M, Feagler JR, Majerus PW, Hart-
mann JR, et al. Association of androgenic-anabolic steroid
therapy with development of hepatocellular carcinoma. Lancet.
1972;7790:1273-6.

6. Huz JI, Melis M, Sarpel U. Spontaneous regression of hepatocel-
lular carcinoma is most often associated with tumour hypoxia
or a systemic inflammatory response. HPB. 2012;14:500-5.

7. OquinenaS, Inarrairaegui M, Vila JJ, Alegre F, Zozaya JM, Sangro
B. Spontaneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma: three
case reports and a categorized review of the literature. Dig Dis
Sci. 2009;54:1147-53.

8. Matsuoka S, Tamura A, Moriyama M, Fujikawa H, Mimatsu K,
Oida T, et al. Pathological evidence of the cause of spontaneous
regression in a case of resected hepatocellular carcinoma.
Intern Med. 2015;54:25-30.

9. Yang S, Zhang W, Yuan W, Dong J. Recurrence of hepatocel-
lular carcinoma with epithelial-mesenchymal transition after
spontaneous regression: a case report. Medicine (Baltimore).
2015;94:e1062.

10. Sasaki T, Fukumori D, Yamamoto K, Yamamoto F, Igimi H,
Yamashita Y. Management considerations for purported spon-
taneous regression of hepatocellular carcinoma: a case report.
Case Rep Gastroenterol. 2013;7:147-52.

Ariadna Clos?, Alba Hernandez®,

Maria del Carmen Sanchez®, Montserrat Tenesa?,
Joan Francesc Julian®, Carolina Armengol?®f,
Margarita Sala®*

a Unidad de Hepatologia, Servicio de Aparato Digestivo,
Hospital Germans Trias i Pujol, Badalona, Barcelona, Spain
b Servicio de Anatomia Patoldgica, Hospital Germans Trias i
Pujol, Badalona, Barcelona, Spain

¢ Institut del Diagnostic per la Imatge, Hospital Germans
Trias i Pujol, Badalona, Barcelona, Spain

d Servei de Radiologia, Hospital Germans Trias i Pujol,
Badalona, Barcelona, Spain

€ Servei de Cirugia General i Digestiva, Hospital Germans
Trias i Pujol, Badalona, Barcelona, Spain

f CIBERehd, Spain

*Corresponding author.

E-mail addresses: msala.germanstrias@gencat.cat,
msala30852@gmail.com (M. Sala).

2444-3824/

© 2016 Elsevier Espana, S.L.U., AEEH and AEG. All rights reserved.

Burkitt lymphoma with
extensive ileocolonic
extranodal involvement.
Presentation as a rapidly
growing abdominal mass™

@ CrossMark

Linfoma de Burkitt con extensa afectaciéon
ileocolonica. Presentacion como masa
abdominal de crecimiento rapido

Primary colorectal lymphoma comprises 10-20% of lym-
phomas, and only 0.2-0.6% of malignant neoplasms of the

* Please cite this article as: Sendra-Fernandez C, Pizarro-Moreno
A, Silva-Ruiz P, Mejias-Manzano MA. Linfoma de Burkitt con extensa
afectacion ileocoldnica. Presentacion como masa abdominal de
crecimiento rapido. Gastroenterol Hepatol. 2017;40:288-290.

large intestine. Its clinical presentation is nonspecific, and
its diagnosis late. Most are non-Hodgkin lymphomas, with
the most common histological subtype being diffuse large
B-cell lymphoma.'3

We present the case of a 28-year-old male, who sought
medical advice due to a sensation of rigidity in the right
iliac fossa, which in less than 30 days became a large mass,
visible to the naked eye in supine position. Associated with
this, he presented marked anorexia and a weight loss of 9 kg
over the past 3 months, with a sensation of fullness after
eating and intermittent abdominal pain.

An abdominal CT scan with contrast was performed,
showing marked ascending colon wall thickening, ileocolic
lymphadenopathies, duodenal wall thickening, minimal dila-
tion of the bile ducts and hypodense lesions in the pancreatic
body-neck (Fig. 1).

As regards his blood tests, moderate hypertransami-
nasaemia and cholestasis were notable, with normal tumour
markers, including B2-microglobulin.

The colonoscopy showed a normal mucosa and colon
calibre up to the ascending colon where good luminal
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Figure 1

distension was not obtained, while the ileoscopy revealed
extensive necrotic ulcerations suggestive of intestinal lym-
phoma, which were biopsied. In the oral endoscopy, similar
ulcerations were seen in the proximal duodenum.

The histology was reported as diffuse large B-cell lym-
phoma of the germinal centre immunophenotype.

The initial staging PET-CT showed extensive intestinal
lymphomatous involvement in the hypogastrium and right
iliac fossa, with a central metabolic zone compatible with
necrosis, confirming a posterior intestinal perforation of
the ascending colon by CT, which required an urgent right
hemicolectomy, with a partial small intestine resection and
latero-lateral ileocolic anastomosis, in light of the macro-
scopic finding of a large tumour mass occupying the entire
ascending colon, caecum and terminal ileum, without the
involvement of other neighbouring organs.

The histology of the surgical specimen revealed a high-
grade, intermediate-large cell lymphoproliferative process,
with starry-sky areas and necrotic foci, associated with
Epstein-Barr virus (intensely positive EBERs), with a high
proliferative index (Ki-67, almost 100%) and a Bcl-2 negative
and CD20 positive germinal centre phenotype. Although the
translocation t(8;14) was negative, Burkitt lymphoma asso-
ciated with Epstein-Barr virus (EBV) was reported based on
the cellularity, association with Epstein-Barr virus and the
extremely high proliferative index of the lymphoma (Ki-67,
almost 100%), which is typical of this neoplasm compared
to other types of lymphoproliferative diseases. The surgi-
cal specimen contained large mesenteric lymph nodes, not
infiltrated by the lymphoma.

It was classified as stage IVB Burkitt lymphoma and
chemotherapy was initiated in a clinical trial regimen.
After two cycles, he has shown an excellent intermedi-
ate metabolic response to chemotherapy by PET-CT, and is
awaiting his last cycle of chemotherapy.

Extensive intestinal involvement, visible in the initial abdominal CT.

Primary colorectal lymphoma is a very uncommon malig-
nant neoplasm. Burkitt lymphoma accounts for only 15% of
all gastrointestinal lymphomas.*

The most common symptoms are abdominal pain,
anorexia and weight loss."® The lack of specificity often
leads to a delay in its diagnosis.

Colonoscopy is a useful diagnostic tool, despite frequent
errors in the histological diagnosis of biopsies, due to the
collection of samples of non-specific adjacent tissue. In the
Ding et al. series, lesions were identified macroscopically
in 95.7% of cases (44/46), while biopsies were diagnostic in
only 21.7% (10/46).° In all other cases, the biopsies showed
no alterations or diagnostic errors, as occurred in our case.

Endoscopic findings range from ulcerations to polypoid
lesions.?’?

Burkitt lymphoma is characterized by its association with
chromosomal translocation (8:14, 8:22 and 2:8), and over-
expression of the c-Myc oncogene. It is the fastest-growing
lymphoma. Its incidence is higher in children, and is uncom-
mon in adulthood.

There are three clinical variants: endemic (associated
with malaria and EBV in most cases), immunosuppression-
related (associated with HIV and EBV in 40%) and sporadic,
associated with EBV in 20%, like ours. The influence of EBV
on the pathogenesis of Burkitt lymphoma is unknown.®

Rapid tumour growth and late diagnosis (non-specific
symptoms, variable macroscopic appearance and low cost-
effectiveness of endoscopic biopsy) frequently imply the
need for an urgent laparotomy, prior to the histolog-
ical confirmation and initiation of treatment, due to
complications (bowel obstruction, perforation or haemorr-
hage).

The treatment of choice is chemotherapy, administered
aggressively in adults due to its worse prognosis and treat-
ment response.’ The cure rate is 90% in developed countries.
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Early diagnosis is essential to ensure optimal medical treat-
ment and avoid surgical complications.
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External digital pressure to
enable a deeper tulip-bundle
technique for endoscopic
closure of a refractory chronic
gastrocutaneous fistula

Presion digital externa para permitir una
técnica de «tulip-bundle» mas profunda para
el cierre endoscépico de una fistula
gastrocutanea croénica refractaria

Dear Editor,

The authors present a case of a 68-year-old woman with end-
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Figure 1
tially closed with endoclips.

stage metastatic breast cancer and biphosphonate-related

Figure 2 Endoscopic image showing proper placement and
tightening of the endoloop around the endoclips.

Endoscopic image revealing the gastric orifice par-

Figure 3
gastric orifice, after releasing the endoloop.

Endoscopic image showing complete closure of the
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