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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Re: comparison between two shock wave regimens
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Dear Editor, In my humble opinion, if the number of shock waves

I read with interest the manuscript by Mazzucchi etal. on ~ were made equal in both groups, the authors may find that
the comparison between two shock wave regimens usin% the lower frequency of shock wave would give a better
frequencies of 60 and 90 impulses/min for urinary stones. stone-free rate, as seen in other studies.”™

In their study, the authors randomized one group to
3000 impulses at a rate of 60 impulses/min and another REFERENCES

group to 4000 lmplﬂses at a rate of 90 1mpulses/ min. Their 1. Mazzucchi E, Brito AH, Danilovic A, Ebaid GX, Chedid Neto E, Azevedo

results showed no significant differences in stone-free and JR, et al. Comparison between two shock wave regimens using
complication rates. frequencies of 60 and 90 impulses per minute for urinary stones.
: S B : Clinics 2010;65(10):961-5, doi: 10.1590/51807-59322010001000006.

In my view, the findings of this study may not be accurate 2. Madbouly K, El-Tiraifi AM, Seida M, El-Fagih SR, Atassi R, Talic RF.
because the number of shock waves delivered for both Slow versus fast shock wave lithotripsy rate for urolithiasis: a
groups were not similar. Delivering 3000 impulses would prggggﬁ;fgzgagglg%?isz:d study. J Urol. 2005;173:127-30, doi: 10.1097/01.

i ; ju. . .86.

def.lnlte.ly have l.ess effect on the stone Compared with 3. Semins MJ, Trock BJ, Matlaga BR. The effect of shock wave rate on the

dehverlng 4000 lmpulses' Therefore, the eXPeCted better outcome of shock wave lithotripsy: a meta-analysis. ] Urol. 2008;179:194-

outcome in the group with a slower frequency of shock 7, doi: 10.1016/j.juro.2007.08.173.

wave (60 impulses/ min) was negated by the lower 4. Honey RJD’A\, Schuler TD, Ghiculete D, Pace KT. A randomized double
. g blind trial to compare shock wave frequencies of 60 and 120 shocks per

number of shock waves delivered (3000 1mpulses Vs. minute for upper ureteral stones. ] Urol. 2009;182:1418-23, doi: 10.1016/j.

4000 impulses). juro.2009.06.019.
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