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It is with profound sadness that we announce the passing of
Professor David E. R. Sutherland, an extraordinary surgeon,
visionary leader, and pioneer in the field of organ transplan-
tation, at the age of 84. Dr Sutherland’s passing on 22nd March
2025 leaves a deep and irreplaceable void in the scientific and
medical communities, as well as among all those who had the
privilege of knowing and working with him.

Born on 25th December 1940 in Saint Paul, Minnesota, USA,
Dr Sutherland’s dedication to medicine was evident from an
early age. He graduated with honours from the University of
Minnesota in Minneapolis, embarking on a career that would
see him become one of the foremost authorities in trans-
plantation.

Dr Sutherland was Professor Emeritus in the Department of
Surgery at the University of Minnesota, where he completed his
surgical residency and training under the mentorship of the
esteemed Dr John Najarian. Over the course of his remarkable
career, Dr Sutherland made ground-breaking contributions to
the field of transplantation, particularly in the area of pancreas
transplantation and islet cell transplantation as treatments for
Diabetes Mellitus. At a time when many in the medical
community doubted the viability and benefit of pancreas
transplantation for diabetic patients, Dr Sutherland’s work was
pioneering, reshaping the landscape of the field.

He built upon the legacy of earlier pioneers in pancreas
transplantation, including Drs Lillehei and Kelly, whose work
in 1966 laid the foundation for future advancements. In 1979,
Dr Sutherland performed the world’s first living donor partial
pancreas transplant, a landmark achievement in the field. For
decades, he directed the pancreas transplant programme at
the University of Minnesota, overseeing more than 2400
pancreas transplants and nearly 1000 islet transplants. His
commitment to the advancement of the field also led him to
establish the International Pancreas Transplant Registry in
1980, which continues to be a vital resource for researchers
and clinicians worldwide.

Dr Sutherland was also a dedicated educator, training
hundreds of physicians and scientists from across the globe,

many of whom have gone on to lead successful pancreas and
islet transplant programmes in their own countries. His legacy
of excellence is further reflected in his prolific output, having
published over 1500 research papers throughout his career. He
held leadership positions in several prestigious professional
organisations, including serving as president of both the
American Society of Transplant Surgeons (ASTS) and the
Transplantation Society (TTS). His advocacy for the integra-
tion of laboratory research with clinical practice left an
indelible mark on generations of surgeons and researchers, for
whom he was a source of both inspiration and guidance.

Among the many honours bestowed upon him, Dr
Sutherland was the recipient of the Medawar Award in
2012, the Thomas E. Starzl Award in Surgery and Immunology
in 2016, and the American Surgical Association Medal for
Scientific Achievement in 2016. In recognition of his remarka-
ble contributions, the International Pancreas and Islet Trans-
plantation Society (IPITA) established an award in his name,
designed to support young investigators in the field. Dr
Sutherland was revered not only for his professional exce-
llence and scientific achievements but also for his personal
charisma, kindness, and generosity of spirit.

A truly profound and humane example of his character was
his selfless decision to become a kidney donor to his beloved
wife, Vanessa. This deeply moving gesture epitomises the
empathy and compassion that defined his life and work,
further underscoring his dedication to alleviating the suffering
of others. Dr Sutherland’s career was one of immense merit,
and his outstanding contributions to medicine were even
considered for nomination for the Nobel Prize in Physiology or
Medicine.

In Spain, Dr Sutherland had a significant influence, with
many transplant surgeons considering him a mentor and role
model. In 2007, he was honoured as an Honorary Member of
the Spanish Association of Surgeons in recognition of his
profound impact on the field of transplantation in the country.

We extend our heartfelt condolences to his wife, Vanessa,
and to all his colleagues in the pancreas and islet transplant
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family in Spain, who will carry forward his invaluable work.
His legacy will continue to inspire and guide future genera-
tions of surgeons and researchers.

May he rest in peace.
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