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Variability of precipitation and temperature in Guanajuato, Mexico
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RESUMEN

Se analizó la variabilidad de precipitación y temperatura en múltiples escalas de tiempo utilizando datos de 
ekpeq"guvcekqpgu"fg"qdugtxcek„p"gp"uwrgtÝekg"nqecnk¦cfcu"gp"gn"egpvtq"fgn"guvcfq"fg"Iwcpclwcvq."Ofizkeq."
cu‡"eqoq"fcvqu"fgn"tgcpƒnkuku"tgikqpcn"fg"Pqtvgcofitkec"*PCTT."rqt"uwu"ukincu"gp"kpinfiu+0"Nqu"tguwnvcfqu"
kpfkecp"swg"pq"ug"gpeqpvt„"kpetgogpvq"gp"nc"htgewgpekc"fgn"p¿ogtq"fg"f‡cu"eqp"rtgekrkvcek„p"swg"gzegfcp"gn"
percentil 90 durante el periodo 1979-2011; sin embargo, la frecuencia del número de días con temperatura 
oƒzkoc"uwrgtkqt"cn"rgtegpvkn";2"ug"kpetgogpv„"oƒu"fg"fqu"xgegu"gp"gug"okuoq"rgtkqfq."{"nc"htgewgpekc"gp"
gn"p¿ogtq"fg"f‡cu"eqp"vgorgtcvwtc"oƒzkoc"kphgtkqt"cn"rgtegpvkn"32"fkuokpw{„"ecuk"c"nc"okvcf"gp"gn"okuoq"
periodo, lo que da como resultado la escasa disponibilidad de agua para la actividad económica basada en 
la agricultura. Se encontró además que la precipitación dentro de la temporada varía de acuerdo con la fase 
gp"nc"swg"ug"gpewgpvtg"nc"quekncek„p"Ocffgp/Lwnkcp"*OLQ."rqt"uwu"ukincu"gp"kpinfiu+0"Ug"qdugtx„"swg"ewcpfq"
se presentan las fases 1-3 de la MJO la precipitación es superior a la normal y cuando se presentan las fases 
4-7 de la MJO es inferior a la normal. Las anomalías de precipitación, presión, viento y temperatura tanto a 
pkxgn"uwrgtÝekcn"eqoq"c"wpc"cnvwtc"igqrqvgpekcn"fg"922"od"oquvtctqp"swg"nqu"f‡cu"eqp"nnwxkc"gp"Iwcpclwcvq"
ug"cuqekcp"eqp"Þwlq"cuegpfgpvg"{"equvgtq."cu‡"eqoq"fkuokpwekqpgu"gp"nc"vgorgtcvwtc"uwrgtÝekcn"{"nc"gxcrqtc-
ción potencial. Las fases 1-3 y 8 de la MJO muestran una buena correlación con estas anomalías. De manera 
ukoknct."ncu"cpqocn‡cu"qdugtxcfcu"gp"nqu"f‡cu"ukp"nnwxkc"gp"Iwcpclwcvq"eqpukuvkgtqp"gp"vgorgtcvwtc"uwrgtÝekcn"
oƒu"gngxcfc."Þwlq"cpvkeken„pkeq"swg"ewdtg"gn"pqtvg"fg"Ofizkeq."{"gxcrqtcek„p"rqvgpekcn"kpvgpukÝecfc0"Ncu"
fases 4-7 de la MJO muestran una buena correlación con esas anomalías.

ABSTRACT

Xctkcdknkv{"qh"rtgekrkvcvkqp"cpf"vgorgtcvwtg"ycu"gzcokpgf"qp"ownvkrng"vkog"uecngu"wukpi"fcvc"htqo"Ýxg"uwthceg"
qdugtxkpi"uvcvkqpu"kp"vjg"egpvgt"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg."Ogzkeq."cu"ygnn"cu"itkffgf"fcvc"htqo"vjg"Pqtvj"Cogtkecp"
Tgikqpcn"Tgcpcn{uku"*PCTT+0"Htgswgpe{"qh"fc{u"ykvj"vqvcn"rtgekrkvcvkqp"gzeggfkpi"vjg";2vj"rgtegpvkng"ycu"
pqv"hqwpf"vq"jcxg"kpetgcugf"htqo"3;9;/42330"Jqygxgt."htgswgpe{"qh"fc{u"ykvj"oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtg"cdqxg"
vjg";2vj"rgtegpvkng"oqtg"vjcp"fqwdngf"htqo"3;9;/4233."cpf"htgswgpe{"qh"fc{u"ykvj"oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtg"
below the 10th percentile decreased by almost half over the same period, an important result given the scarcity 
of water resources for the agriculture-based economy. Precipitation within the growing season was found to 
xct{"d{"rjcug"qh"vjg"Ocffgp/Lwnkcp"queknncvkqp"*OLQ+."ykvj"OLQ"rjcugu"3/5"cuuqekcvgf"ykvj"cdqxg/pqtocn"
rainfall and MJO phases 4-7 with normal or below normal rainfall. Composite anomalies of precipitation, 
surface pressure, surface wind, surface temperature, and 700 mbar height showed that days with rainfall in 
Iwcpclwcvq"ygtg"cuuqekcvgf"ykvj"qp/ujqtg."wrunqrg"Þqy."tgfwegf"uwthceg"vgorgtcvwtgu."cpf"tgfwegf"rqvgpvkcn"
evaporation. Composites for MJO phases 1-3 and 8 agreed well with these anomalies. Similarly, composite 
cpqocnkgu"hqt"fc{u"ykvjqwv"tckphcnn"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"ujqygf"ycto"uwthceg"vgorgtcvwtgu."dtqcf"cpvke{enqpke"
Þqy"qxgt"owej"qh"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq."cpf"gpjcpegf"rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp0"Eqorqukvgu"hqt"OLQ"rjcugu"6/9"
agreed well with these anomalies.
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1. Introduction

Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg."kp"vjg"igqitcrjke"egpvgt"qh"Ogzkeq."
is located in one of the country’s primary agricultural 
zones, with agriculture the largest single productive 
activity in the state in terms of both gross value 
and employment generated. The agricultural sector 
is a heavy user of water, utilizing up to 87% of all 
available surface and underground water in the 
uvcvg" *Jwgtvc"et al.." 4233+0"Jqygxgt." vjgug"ycvgt"
resources are scarce; therefore, it is vitally important 
to understand the hydrometeorological variability 
of the area, particularly variability in precipitation, 
temperature, evaporation, runoff, and associated 
atmospheric circulation. Like much of western sub-
tropical North America, the western and central parts 
qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"ctg"ejctcevgtk¦gf"d{"c"ugok/ctkf"
monsoon climate, with 90% of the 600 mm annual 
precipitation falling between May and October, and 
vjg"oclqtkv{"qh"vjcv"hcnnkpi"htqo"Lwpg"vq"Ugrvgodgt"
*Icte‡c."4226+0"Uwoogtvkog"rtgekrkvcvkqp"ku"nctign{"
generated through interactions between the varied 
topography and atmospheric circulation cells associ-
cvgf"ykvj"vjg"Pqtvj"Cogtkecp"Oqpuqqp"*Fqwincu"et 

al0."3;;5+."cu"ygnn"cu"vjg"kttgiwnct"rcuucig"qh"vtqrkecn"
cyclone remnants. The variability in precipitation of 
Iwcpclwcvq"hqnnqyu"vjg"vqrqitcrj{."yjkej"pcvwtcnn{"
subdivides the state into three different regions: the 
Glg"Pgqxqnecpkeq"kp"vjg"uqwvjyguv"qh"vjg"uvcvg."vjg"
Mesa del Centro in the central region, and the Sierra 
Ocftg"Qtkgpvcn"kp"vjg"pqtvjgcuv"eqtpgt"*Hki0"3+0"Vjg"
Glg"Pgqxqneƒpkeq"tgikqp"ku"vjg"Þcvvguv"qh"vjg"vjtgg"
regions, with elevations around 1500 m over most 
of the area rising to near 3000 m in the far southeast 
*Hki0"3+0"Vjg"Oguc"fgn"Egpvtq"tgikqp"ku"ejctcevgt-
ized by plateaus and escarpments, with elevations 
generally between 2000 and 2500 m. The Sierra 
Madre Oriental has the lowest elevations, below 
500 m, but also the sharpest valleys and most varied 
topography, declining abruptly from over 2500 m to 
the valleys below.

This paper will focus on variability in the Mesa 
fgn"Egpvtq"tgikqp0"Vjg"Glg"cpf"Oguc"fgn"Egpvtq"tg-
ikqpu"ygtg"encuukÝgf"d{"Icte‡c"*4226+"cu"c"ugok/ctkf"
monsoon climate zone because nearly all of the an-
nual precipitation falls during the summer months. 
The Sierra Madre Oriental region also receives the 

oclqtkv{"qh"kvu"rtgekrkvcvkqp"fwtkpi"uwoogt"oqpvju."
but unlike the two regions to its west, it also receives 
precipitation in other months of the year, primarily 
as a result of the passage of winter frontal systems. 
This transition in precipitation regimes was noted by 
Eqotkg"cpf"Ingp"*3;;:+."yjq"encuukÝgf"vjg"Glg"cpf"
Mesa del Centro regions as a “monsoon” precipita-
tion regime, with a pronounced peak in precipitation 
between June and September, while classifying the 
Sierra Madre Oriental region, with its precipitation 
throughout the year, the same as the lowlands of 
pqtvjgcuvgtp"Ogzkeq0"Vjg"yguvgtp"vyq/vjktfu"qh"vjg"
uvcvg"jcxg"cnuq"dggp"encuukÝgf"kpvq"vjg"ÐEgpvtcnÑ"enk-
mate zone, with the eastern part of the state included 
kp"vjg"ÐGcuvÑ"¦qpg"*Ikffkpiu"et al0."4227+0

In addition to being situated in a transition between 
enkocvg"¦qpgu."Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"ku"cnuq"ukvwcvgf"cv"vjg"
transition zone of the effects of the El Niño-Southern 
Queknncvkqp" *GPUQ+0"Ctgcu" vq" vjg" uqwvj." kpenwfkpi"
uqwvjgtp"cpf"gcuvgtp"Ogzkeq"cpf"vjg"RcekÝe"eqcuv"
qh"Egpvtcn"Cogtkec."gzrgtkgpeg"ft{1ygv"uwoogtvkog"
eqpfkvkqpu"fwtkpi"vjg"ycto1eqqn"Gn"Pk‚q"*Nc"Pk‚c+"

Guanajuato state: regions and topography
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Hki0"30"Igqitcrjke"qtkgpvcvkqp."enkocvg"tgikqpu."cpf"gngxc-
vkqp"*kp"o+"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg0"Kpugv"ocr"ujqyu"nqecvkqpu"
qh"uvcvkqpu"C/G"wugf"kp"vjku"uvwf{0"Uvcvkqpu"kfgpvkÝgf"kp"
Table I.
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rjcug"qh"GPUQ"*Rgtcnvc/Jgtpƒpfg¦"et al0."422;+0"Kp"
eqpvtcuv."ctgcu"ctqwpf"cpf"vq"vjg"pqtvj"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"
gzrgtkgpeg"xgt{"nkvvng"eq/xctkcdknkv{"kp"uwoogtvkog"
rtgekrkvcvkqp"ykvj"rjcug"qh"GPUQ"*Ocic‚c"et al., 
4225+0"Cnvjqwij" vqvcn" uwoogt"rtgekrkvcvkqp"xctkgu"
nkvvng" d{" rjcug" qh"GPUQ" *Gpingjctv" cpf"Fqwincu."
4224+."Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"fqgu"gzrgtkgpeg"xctkcdknkv{"
kp"gzvtgog"rtgekrkvcvkqp"gxgpvu."kpenwfkpi"dqvj"jgcx{"
tckphcnn"cpf"ftqwijv"*Ofipfg¦/Rfitg¦."4227+."cpf"vjku"
variability has been connected to not only ENSO 
(e.g., Ropelewski and Halpert, 1986; Cavazos and 
Jcuvgptcvj."3;;2+"dwv"cnuq"vjg"Cvncpvke"Ownvkfgecfcn"
Queknncvkqp" *COQ+" *Ewtvku." 422:+0" Hqt" gzcorng."
Iwcpclwcvq"uwhhgtgf"8:"gzvtgog"gxgpvu"htqo"4222/
2009, with 37 of those associated with precipitation 
cpf"vjg"qvjgt"53"ykvj"vgorgtcvwtg"*Eqpuvcpvkpq"cpf"
Fƒxknc."4233+0

On time scales shorter than ENSO and the AMO, 
Dctnqy"cpf"Ucnuvgkp"*4228+"hqwpf"uvcvkuvkecnn{"ukipkh-
icant modulations over all of North American rainfall 
cuuqekcvgf"ykvj"vjg"Ocffgp/Lwnkcp"Queknncvkqp"*OLQ+"
*Ocffgp"cpf"Lwnkcp."3;94+0"Vjg{"hqwpf"vjcv"fwtkpi"
active local MJO, summer precipitation increased 
kp"egpvtcn"cpf"uqwvjgtp"Ogzkeq."ykvj"ocp{"uvcvkqpu"
receiving 25% more than normal and some stations 
tgegkxkpi"kp"gzeguu"qh"322'"cdqxg"pqtocn0"Vjgug"kp-
creases were found to be driven primarily by changes 
in mean circulation, including a related increase in 
vjg"htgswgpe{"qh"vtqrkecn"e{enqpgu"cnqpi"vjg"RcekÝe"
eqcuv"*Ocnqpg{"cpf"Jctvocpp."4222="Dcttgvv"cpf"Ngu-
nkg."422;+0"Uvcvkqpu"kp"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"gzrgtkgpegf"
ukoknct" fgetgcugu" htqo" pqtocn."ykvj"Iwcpclwcvq"
state yet again situated in the transition zone between 
vjg"oqfwncvkqpu"*Dctnqy"cpf"Ucnuvgkp."4228+0"Vjku"
rtgugpv"uvwf{"gzvgpfu"vjgug"Ýpfkpiu"d{"hqewukpi"qp"
the variability of meteorology and hydrometeorology 
rctcogvgtu"kp"Ogzkeq"cpf"Iwcpclwcvq"qp"vkog"uecngu"
of the MJO in both locations.

Because of its agriculture-based economy and 
heavy water usage, regional and local governing bod-
ies have recently become very concerned with both 
the short- and long-term variability of precipitation 
and the subsequent management of water resources. 
Nkmg"owej" qh" egpvtcn"Ogzkeq." vjg" coqwpv" qh" gz-
traction of groundwater—particularly for irrigation 
during the arid growing season—is unsustainable 
*Cnng{"et al0."3;;;+."cpf"itqwpfycvgt"ngxgnu"jcxg"fg-
enkpgf"wr"vq"5"o"rgt"{gct"kp"uqog"rctvu"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"
*Eqtvfiu"et al0."4229+0"Gxcrqtcvkqp"ku"oczkok¦gf"kp"

the summer months, with daily values ranging from 
1.5 mm day-1 in the eastern part of the state to 2 mm 
day-1"kp"vjg"yguvgtp"rctv"qh"vjg"uvcvg"*UjghÝgnf"et al., 
4232+0"Rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp"ku"gxgp"jkijgt."gzeggf-
ing 1500 mm year-1. Considering that precipitation 
averages only 600 mm year-1, high agricultural and 
urban demands for water, combined with annual 
gxcrqtcvkqp"vjcv"gzeggfu"cppwcn"rtgekrkvcvkqp."tguwnv"
kp" c" pgv"ycvgt" fgÝekv" cpf" tgewttkpi" nqy" tgugtxqkt"
uvqtcig"ngxgnu"*Ueqvv"et al0."4222+0"Kp"vjg"ujqtv"vgto."
concerns center on the availability of irrigation water 
for the duration of the agricultural cycle, especially 
cu"oquv"qh" vjg"itqwpfycvgt" ku"gzvtcevgf"kp"vjg"ft{"
season and the number of consecutive days with 
less than 1 mm of rainfall has seemingly increased 
*Ciwknct" et al0." 4227+0"Cffkvkqpcnn{." vjg" uqwvjgtp"
rctv"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"nkgu"cv"vjg"pqtvjgtp"tcpig"qh"
the region susceptible to the mid-summer dry spell, 
whereby precipitation begins quickly and heavily in 
June, slows in July and August, only to end again 
jgcxkn{"kp"Ugrvgodgt"*Ocic‚c"et al0."3;;;+0"Ujqtv/
term planning is also concerned with both daytime 
okpkowo"cpf"oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtgu."rctvkewnctn{"
given preliminary evidence of an increase in the num-
ber of days with temperatures in the 90th percentile 
*Rgvgtuqp"et al0."422:+0"Kp"vjg"nqpi"vgto."dg{qpf"ukz"
months, concerns center on both rainfall and potable 
ycvgt"uvqtcig"*Jwgtvc"et al0."4233+0

Despite these concerns, however, the precipita-
vkqp" cpf" vgorgtcvwtg" enkocvqnqi{" hqt"Iwcpclwcvq"
uvcvg" tgockpu"wpfgtuvwfkgf" *Tco‡tg¦"et al0."4229+."
particularly from a hydrometeorological perspec-
vkxg0" Hwtvjgtoqtg." vjg" xctkcdknkv{" qh" rtgekrkvcvkqp."
temperature, evaporation, and potential evaporation, 
as well as accompanying variability in atmospheric 
circulation, within the agricultural cycle—that is, on 
the intraseasonal time scale—has been studied on a 
large-scale but needs to be narrowed to the state of 
Iwcpclwcvq"kvugnh0"Cu"c"tgurqpug"vq"vjgug"eqpegtpu."vjg"
Ugtxkekq"Ogvgqtqn„ikeq"Pcekqpcn"*Pcvkqpcn"Ygcvjgt"
Ugtxkeg+"qh"Ogzkeq." kp"rctvpgtujkr"ykvj" vjg"Yqtnf"
Ogvgqtqnqikecn"Qticpk¦cvkqp" *YOQ+." kpuvcnngf" c"
network of automated atmospheric observing sta-
vkqpu."vjg"ENKocvg"EQOrwvkpi"Rtqlgev"*ENKEQO+."
throughout the country, and several of these stations 
ygtg" rncegf" kp"Iwcpclwcvq" uvcvg0" Jqygxgt." vjg"
variability of temperature and precipitation mea-
surements in this database has not yet been robustly 
gzcokpgf"hqt"Iwcpclwcvq0"Vjgtghqtg."vjg"iqcnu"qh"vjku"
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rcrgt"ctg"vyq/hqnf<"*3+"rtgugpv"c"j{ftqogvgqtqnqikecn"
enkocvqnqi{"qh"vjg"ekv{"qh"Iwcpclwcvq."ykvj"rctvkewnct"
focus on precipitation, temperature, evaporation, run-
off, and lower-tropospheric circulation, that relates 
surface observations with synoptic-scale conditions 
found to be associated with heavy precipitation and 
gzvtgog" vgorgtcvwtg" gxgpvu=" cpf" *4+" gzcokpg" vjg"
intraseasonal variability—important on the agricul-
tural time scale—of these same hydrometeorological 
xctkcdngu"fwtkpi"Lwpg/Ugrvgodgt"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"
by phase of the leading mode of atmospheric intra-
seasonal variability, the MJO.

2. Data and methodology

Precipitation, temperature, surface pressure, evapora-
tion, potential evaporation, runoff, and upper-air height 
and circulation data used in this study came from three 
rtkoct{"uqwtegu0"Fckn{"vgorgtcvwtg"oczkoc."okpkoc."
cpf"ceewowncvgf"rtgekrkvcvkqp" hqt"Iwcpclwcvq" uvcvg"
ygtg"vcmgp"htqo"Ýxg"uwthceg"qdugtxkpi"uvcvkqpu<"vjtgg"
stations, 11007, 11094, and 11103, with the most 
complete daily records from 1979-2008, were selected 
from the CLICOM data base; one station, 76577, with 
daily data for the summer season, June-September 
1979-2011, was selected from the NCEP “Global 
Summary of the Day” data base; and data from one 
station, CCAUG, with 10-min data for the period 
2008-2012, was provided by the Centro de Ciencias 
Cvoquhfitkecu"qh"vjg"Wpkxgtukfcf"fg"Iwcpclwcvq0"Vjg"
station locations, commonplace names, elevations, 
and periods of record are summarized in Table I, and 
vjgkt"crrtqzkocvg"nqecvkqpu"ctg"fgpqvgf"d{"ngvvgtu"C/G"
qp"Hkiwtg"30"Uvcvkqp"pwodgtu"*ngvvgtu+"ctg"eqpukuvgpv"
ykvj"pwodgtkpi"*pcokpi+"eqpxgpvkqpu"qh"vjg"uqwteg"
network. 

Gridded values of temperature, surface pressure, 
upper-level geopotential height, 10 m u- and v-wind 
components, 2 m temperature, daily evaporation, daily 
potential evaporation, and daily surface runoff were 
obtained from the North American Regional Reanal-
{uku"*PCTT+"*Ogukpigt"et al0."4228+"hqt"vjg"rgtkqf"
from 1979-2011. The NARR, a regional reanalysis 
developed to support hydrometeorological research, 
has 32 km horizontal grid spacing, 45 vertical layers, 
and covers North America from 1979 to present at 3 h 
intervals. The NARR 3 h precipitation reanalyses vary 
geographically and temporally, and Bukovsky and 
Mctqn{"*4229+"tgokpfgf"wugtu"vq"crrn{"ecwvkqp"yjgp"
cpcn{¦kpi"PCTT"rtgekrkvcvkqp"Ýgnfu"vjcv"eqog"htqo" Ta
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multiple, blended sources, particularly those crossing 
pcvkqpcn"dqtfgtu0"Qxgt"Ogzkeq."vjg"cuukokncvgf"rtg-
cipitation data were based on a gridded analysis of 24 
h rain gauge data and temporally and spatially down-
scaled to the NARR grid using the National Centers 
hqt"Gpxktqpogpvcn"Rtgfkevkqp1Fgrctvogpv"qh"Gpgti{"
*PEGR1FQG+"Inqdcn"Tgcpcn{uku" *IT4+" 3/jqwtn{"
rtgekrkvcvkqp"hqtgecuvu0"Ukoknct"vq"vjg"Ýpfkpiu"qh"Dw-
mqxum{"cpf"Mctqn{"*4229+."fwtkpi"vjku"uvwf{."rtgekr-
kvcvkqp"fkueqpvkpwkvkgu"ygtg"pqvgf"cv"vjg"W0U0/Ogzkeq"
border and along the land-water interface ringing the 
Iwnh"qh"Ogzkeq0"Jqygxgt."itkffgf"rtgekrkvcvkqp"qxgt"
Ogzkeq"cpf"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"kp"rctvkewnct."fkf"pqv"
gzjkdkv"cp{"pqvkegcdng"fkueqpvkpwkvkgu0"Qvjgt"cwvjqtu"
jcxg" ecwvkqpgf" vjcv." hqt"Ogzkeq." vjg"PCTT"gxcr-
oration and potential evaporation may be off by as 
owej"cu"47'"*UjghÝgnf"et al0."4232+."cpf"vjcv"twpqhh"
oc{"jcxg"gttqtu"qh"ukoknct"ocipkvwfg"*¥jw"cpf"Ngv-
vgpockgt."4229+."dqvj"cvvtkdwvcdng"vq"vjg"ncpf/uwthceg"
scheme in the NARR. These weaknesses were taken 
into account when considering composite anomalies 
analyzed for this study; however, as will be shown, 
anomalies agreed well with other physical parame-
vgtu."kpetgcukpi"eqpÝfgpeg"kp"vjg"j{ftqogvgtqnqikecn"
results. Daily gridded precipitation was computed 
by summing the eight 3 h NARR totals for that day. 
Analyses of daily temperature, evaporation, potential 
evaporation, surface runoff, and 700 mbar circulation 
patterns were based on NARR data from 2100 UTC, 
corresponding to 4 p.m. local time, around the typical 
starting time of afternoon convective precipitation 
during the summer monsoon season.

To understand the regional- and synoptic-scale 
circulation patterns prevalent on days with sum-
ogt/ugcuqp"tckphcnn"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."eqorqukvg"cpqo-
aly charts of NARR precipitation, surface pressure, 
10 m u- and v-wind components, 2 m temperature, 
700 hPa geopotential height, evaporation, potential 
gxcrqtcvkqp."cpf"uwthceg"twpqhh"ygtg"gzcokpgf"hqt"
the summer-season June-September. Summer-sea-
son anomalies were calculated at each grid point 
by subtracting the mean on June-September days 
ykvj" ¦gtq" rtgekrkvcvkqp" cv" uvcvkqp" 98799" *ngvvgt"C"
kp"Hki0"3+"htqo"vjg"ogcp"hqt"Lwpg/Ugrvgodgt"fc{u"
ykvj"cv"ngcuv"2047"oo"qh"tckphcnn0"Vq"gzcokpg"vjg"
intraseasonal variability of precipitation within the 
uwoogt/ugcuqp"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."fckn{"tckphcnn"vqvcnu"cv"
station 76577 and CLICOM stations 11007, 11094, 
cpf"33325"htqo"Lwpg/Ugrvgodgt"ygtg"Ýtuv"dkppgf"

by phase of the MJO as measured by the widely ad-
qrvgf"Yjggngt"cpf"Jgpfqp"Ownvkxctkcvg"OLQ"Kpfgz"
*Yjggngt"cpf"Jgpfqp."4226+0"Vjgp."fckn{"tckphcnn"
anomalies for each of the eight MJO phases were 
calculated by subtracting, at each station, the mean 
daily rainfall for the months of June-September 
between 1979-2011 from daily rainfall average for 
each of the eight MJO phases. Composite anomalies 
of gridded NARR data were created following the 
methodology of Barrett et al0"*4234+."cpf"Lwpg/Ugr-
vgodgt"ygtg"eqpukfgtgf"vqigvjgt0"Hqt"rgtegpvkng"cpf"
diurnal cycle analyses, anomalies were calculated 
separately for each month.

3. Results

3.1 Composite anomalies

Fc{u"ykvj"cv"ngcuv"2047"oo"qh"tckphcnn"kp"Iwcpclwc-
to were characterized by a broad positive rainfall 
cpqocn{"qxgt"egpvtcn"cpf"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq."gzvgpfkpi"
kpvq"vjg"uqwvjgtp"W0U0"*Hki0"4c+."ykvj"rqukvkxg"tckp-
fall anomalies between 1 and 4 mm day-1. Negative 
rainfall anomalies were located to the south, over the 
RcekÝe."uqwvjgtp"Ogzkeq."cpf"vjg"[wecvcp"Rgpkpuwnc0"
Accompanying this dipole in daily rainfall anomalies 
was an east-west dipole in surface pressures. On days 
ykvj"tckphcnn" kp"Iwcpclwcvq."uocnn"rqukvkxg"uwthceg"
rtguuwtg"cpqocnkgu"*204"odct+"ygtg" nqecvgf" vq" vjg"
yguv"qh" vjg" uvcvg" cnqpi" vjg"Ogzkecp"RcekÝe"eqcuv."
while below-normal surface pressures were located 
vq"vjg"gcuv"qxgt"vjg"Iwnh"qh"Ogzkeq0"Vjgug"uwthceg"
pressure anomalies were associated with 10 m wind 
anomalies from the southwest over much of central 
Ogzkeq"qp"fc{u"ykvj"tckphcnn0"Dgecwug"qh"vjg"qtkgp-
tation of the topography, these wind anomalies were 
primarily upslope in character and in good agreement 
ykvj"vjg"tckphcnn"fkrqng0"Uwthceg"vgorgtcvwtgu"*Hki0"4d+ 
were up to 3 ºE"eqqngt" kp"yguv/egpvtcn"Ogzkeq"qp"
fc{u"ykvj"tckphcnn"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."cpf"vjku"pgicvkxg"
cpqocn{"gzvgpfgf"cetquu"owej"qh"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"
and the southern U.S. Positive surface temperature 
anomalies, between 0.5 and 1.0 ºC above normal, 
ygtg" nqecvgf" cetquu" vjg"[wecvcp" Rgpkpuwnc" cpf"
northern Central America. Accompanying the surface 
temperature anomalies, on days with rain in Guana-
lwcvq."922"odct"igqrqvgpvkcn"jgkijvu"ygtg"wr" vq"7"
m below normal across a broad area including all of 
yguvgtp."egpvtcn."cpf"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq0"Rqukvkxg"922"
mbar height anomalies, up to 5 m above normal, were 
egpvgtgf"qxgt" vjg"[wecvcp"Rgpkpuwnc0"Vjgug"jgkijv"
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anomalies would be associated with an anomalous 
qp/ujqtg"ykpf" eqorqpgpv" qxgt"Iwcpclwcvq" uvcvg."
ykvj" kvu" qtkikpu" kp" vjg"oqkuv" vtqrkecn"Gcuv" RcekÝe"
Qegcp"uqwvj"qh"Ogzkeq0

Yjgp"vjg"eqorctkuqp"vjtgujqnf"ycu"kpetgcugf"
to 15 mm, which corresponded to the 90th percen-
tile in daily rainfall amount from 1979-2011, the 
rcvvgtpu"ujqyp"kp"Hkiwtg"4"qh"tckphcnn"tcvgu."uwthceg"
pressure, 10 m winds, 2 m temperature, and 700 
odct"jgkijvu"cnn"ygtg"cornkÝgf"*Hki0"5+0"Rqukvkxg"
rainfall anomalies, as much as 5 mm day-1, con-
egpvtcvgf"kp"vjg"uvcvgu"dqtfgtkpi"Iwcpclwcvq."cpf"
positive surface pressure anomalies were found 
cnqpi" vjg" egpvtcn"Ogzkecp"yguv" eqcuv0"Pgicvkxg"
surface pressure anomalies were located over 
pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"cpf"vjg"Iwnh"qh"Ogzkeq0"Uwthceg"

wind anomalies, in agreement with the sea level 
pressure pattern, were westerly in the northern 
cpf"egpvtcn"rctvu"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg."kpfkecvkpi"cp"
gpjcpegf"wrunqrg"Þqy"ykpf"eqorqpgpv"cnqpi"vjg"
topography. The dipole in surface temperatures and 
922"odct"igqrqvgpvkcn"jgkijvu"cnuq"cornkÝgf."ykvj"
temperature anomalies of –3 ºC co-located with 700 
mbar height anomalies of –10 m over and north of 
Iwcpclwcvq."cpf"vgorgtcvwtg"cpqocnkgu"qh"307"ºC 
and positive 700 mbar height anomalies over the 
[wecvcp"Rgpkpuwnc0

Composites of hydrometeorological variables 
of evaporation, potential evaporation, and surface 
twpqhh"ygtg"cnuq"gzcokpgf."dqvj"hqt"vjg"ogcp"uvcvg"
*Hki0"6c/e+"cpf"tckp{"fc{u"*Hkiu0"6f/h+0"Iwcpclwcvq"
state was found to be situated in a transition between 
enkocvqnqikecnn{"nqy"gxcrqtcvkqp"*204/206"oo+."jkij"
rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp"*4/5"oo+."cpf"nqy"uwthceg"twp-

Anomalies of rainfall (mm day–1), surface pressure,

10-m wind for day with >0 mm of rain in Guanajuato

Anomalies of 2-m temperature (ºC) and 700-mb
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Hki0"40"Eqorqukvg"cpqocnkgu"qh"*c+"rtgekrkvcvkqp."ugc"ngxgn"
rtguuwtg."cpf"32"o"ykpf."cpf"*d+"4"o"vgorgtcvwtg"cpf"
700 mbar height. Anomalies were calculated at each grid 
point by subtracting mean values on June-September days 
with no rainfall at station 76577 from the mean values on 
June-September days with at least 0.25 mm of rainfall at 
station 76577.

Anomalies of rainfall (mm day–1), surface pressure,

10-m wind for day with >15 mm of rain in Guanajuato
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Hki0"50"Ucog"cu"Hki0"4."dwv"kpuvgcf"ogcp"xcnwgu"cv"gcej"
grid point on June-September days with zero rainfall 
were subtracted from mean values on June-September 
fc{u"ykvj"cv"ngcuv"37"oo"*vjg";2vj"rgtegpvkng+"qh"tckphcnn"
at station 76577.
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qhh"*2023/2026"oo+"qxgt"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"cpf"jkij"
gxcrqtcvkqp"*209/302"oo+."nqy"rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp"
*302/307"oo+." cpf" jkij" uwthceg" twpqhh" *2028/203"
oo+"qxgt"uqwvjgtp"Ogzkeq"*Hki0"6c/e+0"Eqorqukvg"
cpqocnkgu"hqt"fc{u"ykvj"tckphcnn"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"ujqy"
that positive evaporation anomalies, up to 0.1 mm, 
were located north, east, and south of the state, with 
pgct"¦gtq"cpqocnkgu"qxgt"yguvgtp"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg 
*Hki0" 6f+0"Qp" tckp{" fc{u" kp"Iwcpclwcvq." rqvgpvkcn"

evaporation decreased substantially, with negative 
anomalies of –0.2 mm over much of central and 
pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"*Hki0"6g+."cu"ygnn"cu"rqukvkxg"cpqo-
cnkgu"wr"vq"203"oo"qxgt"vjg"[wecvcp"Rgpkpuwnc"cpf"
pqtvjgtp"Egpvtcn"Cogtkec0"Tckp{"fc{u"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"
were associated with slightly increased runoff, up 
vq"2024"oo."qxgt"cpf"gcuv"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg."ykvj"
pgicvkxg"cpqocnkgu"qh"Î2026"oo"qxgt"vjg"[wecvcp"
Rgpkpuwnc"*Hki0"6h+0
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*e+."*h+"uwthceg"twpqhh"*kp"oo"fc{–1+0
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3.2 Time series

C"vkog"ugtkgu"qh"fckn{"rtgekrkvcvkqp"vqvcnu"cv"YOQ"
station 76577 and CLICOM stations 11007 and 11094 
*cnn"vjtgg"uvcvkqpu"ctg"octmgf"qp"Hki0"3c+"tgxgcngf"pq"
ukipkÝecpv"vtgpf"htqo"3;9;/4233"kp"vjg"htcevkqp"qh"
days per month with total daily precipitation above 
the 90th percentile for the months of June-September 
*Hki0"7="oqpvjn{"vkog"ugtkgu"kp"fcujgf"nkpgu"cpf"5/{gct"
oqxkpi"cxgtcig"kp"dqnf+0"Htcevkqp"qh"fc{u"rgt"oqpvj"
was selected as the metric to control for small gaps in 
precipitation data coverage for each station. In addi-
tion to having no long-term trend, monthly fraction 
of days with precipitation above the 90th percentile 
ycu" cnuq" hqwpf" vq" jcxg"pq" uvcvkuvkecnn{" ukipkÝecpv"
linear correlation with sea surface temperatures in 
the Niño3.4 region, with Pearson product-moment 

eqttgncvkqp"eqghÝekgpvu"tcpikpi"htqo"Î2044"vq"-2049"
for each of the three stations between June and Sep-
vgodgt"*Vcdng"KK+0"Vjku"ncem"qh"eqttgncvkqp"dgvyggp"
frequency of heavy rainfall and Niño3.4 sea surface 
temperatures agrees with other studies, including 
Magaña et al0" *4225+."yjq"pqvgf" vjcv"Iwcpclwcvq"
state was situated north of the transition zone between 
uqwvjgtp"Ogzkeq."yjgtg"fckn{"rtgekrkvcvkqp"fqgu"xct{"
d{"GPUQ"rjcug." cpf" vjg"pqtvjgtp"rctv" qh"Ogzkeq"
where it does not.

Vkog"ugtkgu"qh"fckn{"oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtg"cdqxg"
the 90th percentile and below the 10th percentile 
were found to have positive and negative long-term 
vtgpfu."tgurgevkxgn{"*Hki0"8+."hqt"cnn"oqpvju"Lwpg/Ugr-
tember. Mean fraction of days in the early 1980s with 
oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtg"cdqxg"vjg";2vj"rgtegpvkng"ycu"
around 0.05, while by the late 2000s, the fraction had 
enkodgf"vq"2047"*Hki0"8c+0"Ukoknctn{."ogcp"htcevkqp"qh"
days in the early 1980s with minimum temperature be-
low the 10th percentile was around 0.15, while by the 
late 2000s, the fraction had decreased to below 0.10. 
Vgorgtcvwtgu"ygtg"gzcokpgf"hqt"YOQ"uvcvkqp"98799"
and CLICOM station 11094, the two stations with the 
oquv"eqorngvg"oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtg"tgeqtfu0

3.3 MJO variability

Yjgp"vjg"OLQ"ycu"kp"rjcugu"3/5"*cu"fguetkdgf"kp"uge-
vkqp"4."OLQ"rjcug"hqt"vjku"uvwf{"fgÝpgf"d{"vjg"ogvtke"
qh"Yjggngt"cpf"Jgpfqp"]4226_+."fckn{"tckphcnn"ycu"
up to 0.05 mm day-1"cdqxg"pqtocn"*Hki0"9+0"Ukoknctn{."
when the MJO was in phases 4 and 5, daily rainfall 
was around 0.05 mm day-1 below normal. The sinu-
uqkfcn"xctkcdknkv{"rcvvgtp"gzjkdkvgf"d{"vjgug"tckphcnn"
anomalies, whereby several consecutive phases of 
above-normal rainfall were followed by near-normal 
rainfall and then several phases of below-normal 
rainfall, indicates that the rainfall anomalies were in 
agreement with the general propagation of the MJO 
*e.g.."¥jcpi."4227+0"Vjg"cpqocnkgu"kp"rjcugu"5"cpf"7"
ctg"uvcvkuvkecnn{"ukipkÝecpvn{"cdqxg"cpf"dgnqy"pqtocn."
tgurgevkxgn{."cv"vjg";7'"eqpÝfgpeg"ngxgn"wukpi"vjg"
Student t-test. To test the physical plausibility of the 
variability by phase"kp"Hkiwtg"9."eqorqukvg"cpqoc-
lies of surface pressure, precipitation, surface wind, 
surface temperature, 700 mbar height, and potential 
evaporation were created for each MJO phase, and 
then compared to the composite patterns for rainy 
fc{u"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg."rtgugpvgf"kp"Hkiwtg"40"Eqo-
posite anomalies of precipitation for each MJO phase 
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Hki0"70"Htgswgpe{"qh"fc{u"rgt"oqpvj"ykvj"fckn{"tckphcnn"
above the 90th percentile, June-September 1979-2011. 
Dashed lines are averages of stations 76577, 11007, and 
11094, and solid lines are 3-yr moving averages.

Vcdng"KK0"Rgctuqp"rtqfwev/oqogpv"eqttgncvkqp"eqghÝekgpvu"
between ENSO and number of days per month with daily 
precipitation amount above the 90th percentile

Station June July August September

11007 –0.14 0.10 0.22 0.18
11073 –0.22 0.06 0.27 0.07
11094 –0.11 0.07 0.05 0.08
11103 –0.06 0.10 0.22 0.08
76577 –0.29 –0.23 –0.22 –0.05
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*Hki0":+"citggf"tgcuqpcdn{"ygnn"ykvj"vjg"rcvvgtp"qh"
xctkcdknkv{"kp"Hkiwtg"9."yjgtgd{"rjcugu"3/5"ygtg"cu-
sociated with positive rainfall anomalies over central 
Ogzkeq."rjcugu"6/8"ykvj"pgwvtcn"vq"pgicvkxg"cpqoc-
nkgu"qxgt"cpf"uqwvj"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg."rjcug"9"ykvj"
near-normal anomalies, and phase 8 returning toward 
rqukvkxg"cpqocnkgu"*Hki0":+0"Uwthceg"rtguuwtgu"ygtg"
nqygt"vjcp"pqtocn"qxgt"egpvtcn"cpf"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"
during MJO phases 1-3 and higher than normal over 
the same area during phases 5-7. The largest pressure 

and rainfall anomalies associated with the MJO were 
egpvgtgf"qhhujqtg"vq"vjg"uqwvj"qh"Ogzkeq"kp"vjg"vtqr-
kecn"RcekÝe0"Uwthceg"vgorgtcvwtg"cpqocnkgu"*Hki0";+ 
agreed well with both the precipitation composite 
cpqocnkgu"kp"Hkiwtg":"cu"ygnn"cu"vjg"enkocvqnqi{"hqt"
tckp{"fc{u"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"*Hki0"5+0"Pgicvkxg"vgorgtc-
ture anomalies, as large as –3 ºC, were located over 
uqwvjgtp"cpf"egpvtcn"Ogzkeq"fwtkpi"OLQ"rjcugu"3/5"
*yjkej"ygtg"hqwpf"vq"dg"vjg"tckp{"rjcugu+0"Rqukvkxg"
temperature anomalies as large as 3 ºE"gzvgpfgf"htqo"
Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg"vq"vjg"uqwvjyguv"cnqpi"vjg"Ogzkecp"
RcekÝe"eqcuv"fwtkpi"rjcugu"8/9"*yjkej"ygtg"hqwpf"
vq"dg"vjg"ft{"rjcugu+0"Fwtkpi"OLQ"rjcugu"3/4."922"
mbar geopotential heights were up to 10 m below 
normal, with largest negative anomalies centered 
qxgt"pqtvj/egpvtcn"Ogzkeq0"Fwtkpi"OLQ"rjcugu"6/9."
positive height anomalies up to 12 m above normal 
ygtg" egpvgtgf"yguv" cpf" uqwvjyguv" qh"Iwcpclwcvq"
uvcvg"*Hki0";+0"D{"rjcug":."vjg"cpqocn{"rcvvgtp"jcf"
switched, with negative 700 mbar height anomalies 
cickp"nqecvgf"pqtvjyguv"qh"Iwcpclwcvq0"Cpqocnkgu"
kp"rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp"*Hki0"32+"ujqy"vjcv"fwtkpi"
vjg"eqnfgt."tckpkgt"rjcugu"kp"egpvtcn"Ogzkeq"*rjcugu"3"
cpf"4+."rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp"qxgt"uqwvjgtp"cpf"egp-
vtcn"Ogzkeq"ycu"cu"owej"cu"2037"oo"dgnqy"pqtocn 
*Hki0"32+0"Fwtkpi"vjg"yctogt."ftkgt"rjcugu"kp"Iwcpc-
lwcvq"*rjcugu"8"cpf"9+."rqvgpvkcn"gxcrqtcvkqp"cpqoc-
lies were positive"qxgt"owej"qh"egpvtcn"Ogzkeq."ykvj"
anomalies as much as 0.15 mm above normal.
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530 B. S. Barrett and M. I. Esquivel Longoria

120

ºW

112 104 96 88 120

ºW

112 104 96 88

30

ºN

25

20

15

30

ºN

25

20

15

30

ºN

25

20

15

30

ºN

25

20

15

Hki0":0"Eqorqukvg"cpqocnkgu"qh"rtgekrkvcvkqp"*oo"fc{–1+."uwthceg"rtguuwtg"*od+"cpf"32"o"ykpf"d{"OLQ"rjcug"
*3/:+."hqt"Lwpg/Ugrvgodgt"3;9;/42330"Itkffgf"fcvc"htqo"PCTT0

Temperature, relative humidity, station pressure, 
rainfall, and insolation from 2008-2012 at CCAUG 
uvcvkqp" *ngvvgt"G" kp" Hki0" 3+" gzjkdkvgf" dqvj" fkwtpcn"
and seasonal variability from June to September 
*Hki" 33c/g+0" Uwthceg" vgorgtcvwtgu" tgcejgf" c" fckn{"

oczkowo"ctqwpf"4222"WVE"cpf"c"fckn{"okpkowo"
around 1400 UTC, and were highest in June and 
nqyguv" kp"Ugrvgodgt"*Hki0"33c+0"Tgncvkxg"jwokfkv{"
tgcejgf" c" fckn{"oczkowo"ctqwpf"3622"WVE"cpf"
a daily minimum around 2000 UTC, in agreement 
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Hki0";0"Ucog"cu"Hki0":."dwv"eqorqukvg"cpqocnkgu"hqt"vyq/ogvgt"vgorgtcvwtg"*°E+"cpf"922"odct"igqrqvgpvkcn"
jgkijv"*kp"ogvgtu+"d{"OLQ"rjcug"*3/:+0

with surface temperatures, and was highest in July 
cpf"nqyguv"kp"Lwpg"*Hki0"33d+0"Uvcvkqp"rtguuwtgu"ygtg"
dkoqfcn." tgcejkpi"fckn{"oczkoc"ctqwpf"2722"cpf"
1700 UTC and daily minima around 2400 and 1100 
UTC, and were highest in July and lowest in June 

*Hki"33e+0"Tckphcnn"tcvgu"tgcejgf"c"fckn{"oczkowo"
between 2000 and 0500 UTC and a daily minimum 
around 1400 UTC, with highest late evening rain-
hcnn"tcvgu"*htqo"22/28"WVE+"kp"Lwn{"cpf"Cwiwuv"cpf"
jkijguv"ncvg"chvgtpqqp"*3:/22"WVE+"tckphcnn"tcvgu"kp"
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Lwpg"cpf"Ugrvgodgt"*Hki0"33f+0"Uqnct"tcfkcvkqp"ycu"
highest in June and reached a local peak around 1700 
WVE"*Hki0"33g+0

Despite the shorter time series for the CCAUG 
uvcvkqp"fcvc"*qpn{"c"7/{gct"rgtkqf"ycu"cxckncdng"hqt"

cpcn{uku+."vjg"fkwtpcn"e{engu"fkf"gzjkdkv"xctkcdknkv{"d{"
rjcug"qh"vjg"OLQ"*Hki0"33h/l+0"Fc{vkog"vgorgtcvwtgu"
were highest in phases 6 and 8 and lowest in phases 
3."5."cpf"6"*Hki0"33h+0"Pqevwtpcn"vgorgtcvwtgu"ujqygf"
little variability by phase of the MJO. Afternoon 



533Precipitation and temperature in Guanajuato, Mexico

Hki0"330"Fkwtpcn"e{engu"qh"*c+"vgorgtcvwtg"
*ºE+."*d+"tgncvkxg"jwokfkv{"*'+."*e+"uwt-
hceg"rtguuwtg"*odct+."*f+"jqwtn{"tckphcnn 
*oo"j–1+."*g+"uqnct"tcfkcvkqp"*Y"o–2+."cpf"
*h/l+"xctkcdknkv{"qh"gcej"d{"vjg"gkijv"rjcugu"
qh"vjg"OLQ0"Nqecn"vkog"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"ku"
UTC – 5 h.

90

70

R
e

la
ti
v
e

 h
u

m
id

it
y
 (

%
)

50

30

785

783

S
u
rf

a
c
e
 p

re
s
s
u
re

 (
m

b
)

781

779

1.2

0.9

R
a

in
fa

ll 
ra

te
 (

m
m

/h
r)

0.6

0.3

900

In
c
o
m

in
g
 s

o
la

r 
ra

d
ia

ti
o
n
 (

W
/m

**
2
)

S
o

la
r 

ra
d

ia
ti
o

n
 a

n
o

m
a

lie
s
 (

W
/m

**
2

)

600

300

4

3

R
a
in

fa
ll 

ra
te

 a
n
o
m

a
lie

s
 (

m
m

/h
r)

2

1

0

–1

1

0.5

P
re

s
s
u

re
 a

n
o

m
a

ly
 (

m
b

)

–0.5

0

–1

–1.5

3

–3

1.5

T
e

m
p

e
ra

tu
re

 a
n

o
m

a
ly

 (
C

)

0

–1.5

–4.5
00:00 06:00 12:00

UTC hour
18:00 24:00 00:00 06:00 12:00

UTC hour
18:00 24:00

00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00 00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00

00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00 00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00

00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00 00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00

00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00 00:00 06:00 12:00
UTC hour

18:00 24:00

Diurnal cycle of temperature Temperature anomalies (C)

by MJO Phase

Diurnal cycle of

relative humidity

Relative humidity anomalies

(%) by MJO Phase

Diurnal cycle of

surface pressure

Surface pressure anomalies

(%) by MJO Phase

Diurnal cycle of

hourly rainfall

Hourly rainfall anomalies

(mm/hr) by MJO Phase

Diurnal cycle of

solar radiation

Solar radiation anomalies

(W/m**2) by MJO Phase

Phase 1

Phase 2

Phase 3

Phase 4

Phase 5

Phase 6

Phase 7

Phase 8

4.5

30

10

0

20

R
e

la
ti
v
e

 h
u

m
id

it
y
 a

n
o

m
a

ly
 (

%
)

–10

–20

–30

1.5

5

0

300

250

150

75

0

–75

–150



534 B. S. Barrett and M. I. Esquivel Longoria

relative humidity also varied by phase of the MJO, 
with highest relative humidity occurring in phase 4, 
in agreement with lower temperatures, and lowest 
relative humidity occurred in phases 5, 6, and 8, also 
citggkpi"ykvj"jkijgt"vgorgtcvwtgu"*Hki0"33i+0"Uwthceg"
pressure anomalies were highest in phases 1, 6, and 8 
cpf"nqyguv"kp"rjcug"5"*Hki0"33j+0"Tckphcnn"tcvg"cpqo-
alies were generally highest in phases 1 through 3, 
kp"citggogpv"ykvj"Hki0"9."cnvjqwij"jkij"ncvg"gxgpkpi"
tckphcnn"tcvgu"ygtg"cnuq"qdugtxgf"kp"rjcug"6"*Hki0"33k+0"
Anomalously low rainfall occurred during phase 6, 
particularly during the late evening hours. Incoming 
solar radiation was highest in phases 4, 5, 6, and 8 
cpf"nqyguv"kp"rjcugu"3"cpf"5"*Hki0"33l+."kp"citggogpv"
ykvj"vjg"vgorgtcvwtg"cpqocnkgu"kp"Hkiwtg"33h0

4. Discussion

Kp"vjku"rcrgt."yg"gzcokpgf"cpqocnkgu"qh"cvoqurjgtke"
and hydrometeorological variables associated with 
rtgekrkvcvkqp"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."cu"ygnn"cu"vkog"ugtkgu"qh"
rtgekrkvcvkqp"cpf"vgorgtcvwtg"cv"Ýxg"uwthceg"qdugtx-
ing stations in the central part of the state. These vari-
cdngu"ygtg"ejqugp"hqt"uvwf{"dgecwug"qh"Iwcpclwcvq"
state’s location in a transition between key climate 
zones, including seasonality of annual precipitation 
cpf"cuuqekcvkqp"ykvj"oclqt"enkocvg"queknncvkqpu."cpf"
its over-use of scarce water resources. It was found 
that on days when precipitation was recorded at the 
YOQ"uvcvkqp"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."rtgekrkvcvkqp"ycu"cdqxg"
normal across a broad area of central and southern 
Ogzkeq0"Ceeqorcp{kpi" vjgug" tckphcnn" cpqocnkgu."
surface pressures were up to 1 mbar higher along 
OgzkeqÓu"RcekÝe"eqcuv"cpf"3"odct" nqygt"qxgt" vjg"
Iwnh" qh"Ogzkeq." ftkxkpi" cp" cpqocnqwu." wrunqrg"
surface wind component. Surface temperatures were 
up to 2 ºC cooler over much of the western, central, 
cpf" pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq." cpf" 922"odct" igqrqvgpvkcn"
heights were up to 10 m below normal over much 
qh"egpvtcn"cpf"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq0"Hqt"fc{u"ykvj"vqvcn"
rtgekrkvcvkqp"gzeggfkpi"vjg"enkocvqnqikecn";2vj"rgt-
centile, the patterns in precipitation, temperature, 
jgkijv."cpf"rtguuwtg"kfgpvkÝgf"cdqxg"cnn"cornkÝgf0"
This agreement in anomalies between central and 
pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"uwiiguvu"vjcv."hqt"uwoogt/ugcuqp"
temperature and precipitation, the climate of Gua-
pclwcvq" dgjcxgu" ukoknctn{" vq" vjcv" qh" pqtvjgtp" cpf"
egpvtcn"Ogzkeq0"J{ftqogvgqtqnqikecn"xctkcdngu"cnuq"
generally agreed with these patterns, whereby days 
ykvj"tckp"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"ygtg"cuuqekcvgf"ykvj"gxcr-

qtcvkqp"wr"vq"203"oo"jkijgt"qxgt"owej"qh"Ogzkeq"
and potential evaporation as much as 0.2 mm lower 
qxgt"Iwcpclwcvq"cpf"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq0"Ykvj"oqtg"
precipitation, more water was available for evapora-
tion, and with cooler temperatures, the potential for 
evaporation was reduced. Surface runoff was found 
vq"dg"cdqxg"pqtocn"qxgt"egpvtcn"cpf"pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"
qp"fc{u"ykvj"tckp"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."cickp"kp"citggogpv"
with the patterns of precipitation and temperature 
cpf" uwiiguvkpi" vjcv"IwcpclwcvqÓu" uwoogt/ugcuqp"
climate behaves similarly to that of northern and 
egpvtcn"Ogzkeq0

Precipitation was found to vary by phase of the 
MJO, with phases 2-3 associated with above-nor-
mal rainfall and phases 4, 5, and 8 with below-nor-
mal rainfall. Phases 1 and 6 were associated with 
near-normal rainfall. Composite anomalies by MJO 
phase showed above-normal precipitation over much 
qh"egpvtcn"cpf"uqwvjgtp"Ogzkeq"kp"rjcugu"3"cpf"4."
ykvj"cdqxg/pqtocn"rtgekrkvcvkqp"kp"egpvtcn"Ogzkeq"
in phase 3 switching to near- and below-normal pre-
cipitation in phases 4-7. Phase 8 was associated with 
cdqxg/pqtocn"rtgekrkvcvkqp"cnqpi"OgzkeqÓu"uqwvjgtp"
RcekÝe"eqcuv"cpf"pgct/"vq"dgnqy/pqtocn"rtgekrkvcvkqp"
pgct"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg0"Uwthceg"vgorgtcvwtgu"citggf"
ygnn"ykvj"vjku"rcvvgtp."yjgtgd{"eqqngt"*yctogt+"vjcp"
normal temperatures were found in the same geo-
graphic areas and during the same phases as the wetter 
*ftkgt+"rtgekrkvcvkqp"cpqocnkgu0"Uwthceg"rtguuwtg"cpf"
700 mbar geopotential heights also varied by MJO 
phase, with below-normal pressures and heights over 
pqtvjgtp"Ogzkeq"kp"rjcugu"3/5"cpf":."pgct/pqtocn"
pressures and heights in phase 4, and above-normal 
pressures and heights in phases 4-7. It is interesting 
to note that the increase in rainfall during MJO phase 
8"kp"Iwcpclwcvq"*Hki0"9+"ycu"pqv"igpgtcnn{"uwrrqtvgf"
d{"vjg"eqorqukvg"cpqocnkgu"qh"rtgekrkvcvkqp"*Hki0":+ 
qt"vgorgtcvwtg"*Hki0";+0"Jqygxgt."enqugt"gzcokpc-
tion reveals that phase 6 is associated with large 
positive surface temperature anomalies over much 
qh"uqwvjyguvgtp"Ogzkeq."kpenwfkpi"Iwcpclwcvq"uvcvg0"
It is possible that this increase in temperature, and 
the locally enhanced mountain-valley convergent 
ektewncvkqpu"vjcv"yqwnf"tguwnv"kp"Iwcpclwcvq."ftkxg"c"
nqecn"kpetgcug"kp"rtgekrkvcvkqp"vjcv"ku"pqv"tgÞgevgf"qp"
the larger scale. The diurnal cycles of temperature, 
relative humidity, surface pressure, rainfall, and solar 
radiation were all found to vary by phase of the MJO, 
generally in good agreement with the composites 
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kp" Hkiwtgu" :/;0" Hqt" gzcorng." vjg"ygvvguv" rjcugu."
particularly phases 2 and 3, were associated with 
cooler late-afternoon surface temperatures, higher 
afternoon relative humidities, and reduced insolation. 
Similarly, the driest MJO phases, particularly phases 
4, 5, and 7, were associated with higher afternoon 
temperatures, lower afternoon relative humidities, 
and higher insolation.

The frequency of days per month with precipita-
vkqp"gzeggfkpi"vjg";2vj"rgtegpvkng"ycu"pqv"hqwpf"vq"
jcxg"kpetgcugf"htqo"3;9;/42330"Oczkowo"uwthceg"
temperatures, however, were found to generally have 
kpetgcugf."ykvj"vjg"htcevkqp"qh"fc{u"ykvj"oczkowo"
temperatures above the 90th percentile more than 
tripling from 1979-2011 and the fraction of days with 
oczkowo" vgorgtcvwtgu" dgnqy" vjg" 32vj" rgtegpvkng"
decreasing by more than 50%. This has import-
ant implications for water resource management. 
Yctogt"vgorgtcvwtgu"ecwug"kpetgcugf"gxcrqtcvkqp."
which both reduces the water available for use from 
reservoirs and watersheds and increases the demand 
for water from different sectors, particularly the ag-
ricultural sector. Two possible mitigation strategies 
eqog" htqo" vjg"OLQ" tguwnvu0" Hktuv." fwtkpi" rjcugu"
ykvj"gpjcpegf"tckphcnn."ycvgt"wugtu"ecp"gzrgev"oqtg"
natural input and thus would need to draw less from 
reservoirs or watersheds, possibly reducing waste. 
Second, during phases with reduced temperatures 
cpf"gxcrqtcvkqp."ycvgt"wugtu"ecp"gzrgev"vq"nqug"nguu"
water to the atmosphere and thus can reduce their 
drawdown from reservoirs or watersheds.

5. Conclusions

Qp"Lwpg/Ugrvgodgt"fc{u"ykvj" tckp" kp"Iwcpclwcvq."
cooler than normal temperatures, above-normal pre-
cipitation, and lower pressures at 700 mbar heights 
are found over a broad region of northern and central 
Ogzkeq0"Jkijgt"vjcp"pqtocn"gxcrqtcvkqp."cpf"dgnqy"
normal potential evaporation, were also found over 
owej"qh"pqtvjgtp"cpf"egpvtcn"Ogzkeq"qp"Lwpg/Ugr-
vgodgt"fc{u"ykvj"tckp"kp"Iwcpclwcvq0"Rtgekrkvcvkqp"
ycu"pqv"hqwpf"vq"xct{"kpvgtugcuqpcnn{."hqt"gzcorng."
by phase of ENSO. Nor was there a trend in the fre-
quency of heavy precipitation, with daily amounts 
vjcv"gzeggfgf"vjg"nqpi/vgto";2vj"rgtegpvkng"vjtgujqnf"
pqv"ejcpikpi"htqo"3;9;/42330"Jqygxgt."oczkowo"
temperatures have increased from 1979-2011, with 
vjg"htgswgpe{"qh"oczkowo"vgorgtcvwtgu"gzeggfkpi"
the 90th percentile increasing to near 30% at the end 

qh"vjg"rgtkqf."cpf"vjg"htgswgpe{"qh"oczkowo"vgo-
peratures below the 10th percentile decreasing to near 
5%. Precipitation, temperature, and circulation, both 
kp"Iwcpclwcvq"cpf"qxgt"owej"qh"Ogzkeq."ygtg"hqwpf"
to vary intraseasonally by phase of the MJO. Phases 
2-3 were associated with above-normal rainfall, and 
phases 4, 5, and 8 were associated with below-normal 
rainfall. Surface temperatures had similar variability, 
ykvj"eqqngt"*yctogt+"vjcp"pqtocn"vgorgtcvwtgu"hqwpf"
kp" vjg"ucog"igqitcrjke"ctgcu"fwtkpi"ygvvgt"*ftkgt+"
precipitation phases.
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