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Serum heavy metal and antioxidant
element levels of children with recurrent
wheezing

Dear Editor,

First of all, we would like to thank P.D. Pigatto et al. for their
valuable contributions. For antioxidant trace elements and
toxic metals, working on the serum may offer information
about the current states of the elements, yet working on
these elements within tissues (hair, erythrocyte, etc.) may
give a much clearer picture about body burden or long-term
exposure.” On the other hand, if the impaired association
between heavy metals and antioxidant elements exists for a
long time, this impaired relationship will be expected to be
seen in serum samples. In our study, we attempted to show
the relationship between heavy metals and antioxidant ele-
ments by comparing these samples within the serum for a
specific period of time, and our results demonstrated the
current relationship between these specimens. It could be
better if we worked on the tissues rather than working on
these samples in the serum in order to show such condi-
tions, as the fact that this relationship is really problematic
for a long period of time, and also being exposed to these
heavy metals for a long time or real body burden of these
specimens.

Actually, having conducted this pioneering study,
we compared the serum antioxidants capacities with
antioxidant elements by working on hair samples, and in

parallel to our findings in the serum samples, we have found
that the level of hair antioxidant element levels in the chil-
dren with RW and that of their serum antioxidant capacities
are low (this study is in the process of being written at the
moment).
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