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discharged from ICU setting after 16 days of admission (April 29,
2019) and patient B died after 4 days of admission (April 30, 2019). A
healthcare associated GAS infection has been discarded due to  BAL
sample of patient B was obtained in  the first day of ICU admission.

Strains from patients C and D  were an identical clone emm89.
The emergence of emm89 strains has been described in  several geo-
graphic locations.6 Blood samples of both patients were obtained
in  the Emergency setting upon admission and patients did not
coincide in time in our  hospital. Both patients were treated with
penicillin and clindamycin after GAS isolation and the evolution of
both patients was favorable.

Conclusions

In our study the GAS clone emm1 has been related with severe
invasive infections and was isolated from two patients who were
coinciding in time in  ICU setting but nosocomial transmission was
discarded, while the GAS clone emm89 was isolated from two
patients with a  lighter invasive GAS infection that did not coincide
in time in hospital. More molecular studies are needed to describe
the molecular epidemiology of GAS infection in  our area and the
most prevalent GAS circulating clones.
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Nocardia:  the great simulator�

Nocardia:  la gran simuladora

Nocardia infection may  manifest in multiple ways, representing
a significant challenge when it comes to  detecting it.

With signs ranging from pulmonary to intracranial lesions, it
may require an extensive differential diagnosis with other diseases
such as metastatic pulmonary neoplasia, lymphoma, Wegener’s
syndrome, sarcoidosis, pulmonary aspergillosis and tuberculosis.

Fig. 1. A) Brain CT scan showing juxtacortical lesions (arrows), in both cerebral hemispheres, with perilesional oedema. B) Chest X-ray showing left perihilar opacity (arrow)

with  probable associated lymphadenopathy. C)  Brain MRI scan, FLAIR sequence, showing numerous ring-shaped hyperintense intraparenchymal lesions (arrows) in both

cerebral hemispheres, with a  hypointense peripheral ring and surrounding oedema.

� Please cite this article as:  Ordieres-Ortega L,  Pulfer MD,  Cano-Ballesteros JC.

Nocardia:  la gran simuladora. Enferm Infecc Microbiol Clin. 2021;39:159–160.

A 50-year-old patient with hypertension, diabetes and dys-
lipidaemia visited the emergency department due to  complete
amaurosis fugax with a  duration of 10 min, followed by full recov-
ery and blurred vision as well as a  sensation of loss of vision
in  the left hemifield, associated with a  headache lasting a  week.
Two weeks earlier, he had presented respiratory infection with left
perihilar consolidation for which he had received antibiotic treat-
ment.
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