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Bryant sign, an atypical presentation of an acute

severe pancreatitis§

Signo de Bryant como presentación inicial de un caso de pancreatitis
aguda grave
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A 41-year-old man with a history of alcoholism came to the emergency department for abdominal pain and a non-reducible left

inguinoscrotal tumour, with purplish discolouration of the scrotum, for which urgent surgery was decided. Intraoperative

findings of dark serohematic fluid at the level of the inguinal cord dissecting down to the scrotum, with no evidence of inguinal

hernia (Fig. 1). In view of a clinical and analytical worsening at 24 h, a CT scan was performed (Fig. 1) which showed signs of acute

pancreatitis with significant peripancreatic and retroperitoneal oedema. Cutaneous ecchymosis secondary to pancreatitis occurs

in 3% of patients, usually in the most severe cases.

Diagnosis: Severe acute pancreatitis of alcoholic aetiology with Bryant’s sign and inguinoscrotal tumour as initial presentation.
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