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To the Editor:

We have read with great interest the recently published article

by Sánchez et al.,1 ‘‘Teaching in times of crisis: AEC Virtual

Classroom. Impact of COVID-19 on surgeons of the future’’, in

which the crisis generated by COVID-19 in the acquisition of

surgical knowledge and skills is considered a consequence of

the drop in surgical procedures and in-person activities. The

authors also address how, through the ‘virtual classroom’,

they have developed programs for the comprehensive training

of future surgeons. Thus, we would like to make some

additional comments on the importance of the virtual

classroom in academic training in low- and middle-income

countries, for instance Latin American countries like Colom-

bia.

In Latin America, and more specifically in Colombia, there

were already problems with the training of surgeons before

the arrival of COVID-19, the main problem being the limited

number of places to train in specialties. According to national

reports from 2020, there was a deficit of 980 surgeons at that

time.2

Additionally, based on a survey of active General Surgery

residents in Bogotá, in 2006 the Colombian Association of

Surgery already reported specific problems with the lack of or

irregular form of academic meetings (difficult cases, medical

journals, revisions of topic, magazine club), lack of established

schedules for developing and updating knowledge, limited

training in laparoscopy, reduced clinical rotations and, even

more serious, a large percentage of residents did not comply

with the adequate number of procedures to develop a

minimum expected learning curve, not to mention the

difficulty they had in balancing their personal lives and family

responsibilities inherent to residency.3

Due to the above, and with the arrival of COVID-19, the

situation became increasingly alarming due to the decrease in

surgical procedures, which complicated resident training,

further limited the hours of clinical practice, and directly

impacted the appropriate acquisition of theoretical and

practical knowledge.4

Colombia was not prepared for the acquisition of know-

ledge through virtual classrooms, and there were few

universities with such platforms. In recent years, studies

have been carried out to evaluate learning modalities like the

‘flipped’ classroom, with significant findings. However, most

of these studies were conducted among undergraduate

students.5,6

We thank the authors for such evidence and believe that

the AEC Virtual Classroom should be an international example

for the development of theoretical and practical knowledge of

future surgeons, and that these study methodologies should

continue after the pandemic is over. Additionally, we praise

the leadership of the Spanish Association of Surgeons for their

efforts to create and organize these courses.
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