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Servicio de Radiodiagnóstico, Hospital Álvarez Buylla, Mieres, Asturias, Spain

The patient was studied for macrocytosis and high ferritin levels and tests were showing normal liver function.

The ultrasound showed a ‘‘cystic’’ image at the head of the pancreas joining with the splenic vein (Fig. 1), and colour Doppler

was recorded. An abdominal CT scan showed an aneurysm of the splenic vein and the superior mesenteric vein (Fig. 2), more

obvious in MIP reconstructions (Fig. 3).

These findings are typical of portal venous system aneurysm.

Although venous aneurysms are rare, it is important not to confuse them with cystic lesions in the ultrasound. In this sense,

the colour Doppler is very useful.

The majority are asymptomatic; vigilance is recommended, with monitoring by Doppler ultrasound. If there are complications

or symptoms, they will require surgery.

Diagnosis of a case: portal venous system aneurysm
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