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Aims and scope

The Colombian Journal of Rheumatology (Revista Colom-
biana de Reumatología) is the official organ of the Colom-
bian Association of Rheumatology (Asociación Colombiana 
de Reumatología) and the Central American, Caribbean 
and Andean Association of Rheumatology (Asociación 
Centroamericana Caribe Andina de Reumatología) - ACCA. 
It was created in December 1993 with the purpose of dis-
seminating scientific information derived from primary and 
secondary research and presenting cases coming from the 
practice of Rheumatology in Latin America.
Since its foundation, the Journal has been characterized by 
its plurality with subjects of all rheumatic and osteomus-
cular pathologies, in the form of original articles, historical 
articles, economic evaluations, and articles of reflection and 
education in Medicine. It covers an extensive area of topics 
ranging from the broad spectrum of the clinical aspects of 
rheumatology and related areas in autoimmunity (both in 
pediatric and adult pathologies), to aspects of basic scienc-
es. It is an academic tool for the different members of the 
academic and scientific community at their different levels 
of training, from undergraduate to post-doctoral degrees, 
managing to integrate all actors inter-and transdisciplinarily.
It is intended for rheumatologists, general internists, special-
ists in related areas, and general practitioners in the country 
and abroad. It has become an important space in the work 
of all rheumatologists from Central and South America.

Evaluation process

The Editor will review and verify that the manuscript 
meets the standards required in the instructions to au-
thors and will send a notification of receipt to the main 
authors, informing them if the manuscript was accepted 
for arbitration or if it requires any previous modification.
Manuscripts that pass this initial review of the Editor will be 
sent for arbitration to two academic reviewers, scientific spe-
cialists in the topic, national and international, who will eval-
uate and pass judgment on the articles. In case of discrep-
ancy between the two reviewers it will be appointed a third 
one. The arbitration process will be double-blind in order to 
keep the identity of authors and referees in anonymity.
The list of referees consulted is published once a year, in 
the issue of December.

Review deadlines

The arbitration will take approximately 20 days. A remind-
er will be sent weekly to the referees. Once completed the 
review, the referees will sent the evaluations to the Editor, 
so that he in turn forward them to the main author of the 
manuscript, who must make the modifications in 3 weeks. 
The corrected manuscript will be diagrammed and a PDF 
will be sent for proofreading by the authors. The author 
must send his correction within a maximum of three days.

BEFORE STARTING

Ethics of scientific publishing

If you want to get information about the ethical consider-
ations in scientific publishing, see:
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http://www.elsevier.com/publishingethics
y http://www.elsevier.com/journal-authors/ethics.

Human and animal rights

If the work involves the participation of people or animals, 
the author must make sure that the work described was 
conducted in compliance with the code of ethics of the 
WHO (Declaration of Helsinki) in experiments with human 
beings
http://www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/index.html; 
EU Directive 2010/63/EU for animal experiments
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/lab_animals/
legislation_en.htm; uniformity requirements for manuscripts 
submitted to biomedical journals http://www.icmje.org. The 
authors must declare in their manuscript that they have 
obtained the informed consent for experimentation with 
human subjects. The privacy rights of people should be 
always taken into account.

Conflict of interest

There is conflict of interest in a given manuscript when 
a participant in its process of writing, review and publi-
cation ─author, reviewer or editor─ has links to activities 
that can influence his judgment in an improper way, 
regardless of whether or not the judgment has been 
affected. The participants in the process should declare 
their situation regarding the existence of conflict of in-
terest.
The authors must report any financial and personal rela-
tionship with other individuals or organizations that might 
influence (make partial) their work in an inappropriate 
way. Examples of possible conflicts of interest to be con-
sidered include: being employed by the organization, 
consultancy services, stock ownership, remuneration, paid 
expert testimony, requests/registers of patents and grants 
or other funding. In case that there is no conflict of inter-
est, it should be stated the following: «Conflict of interest: 
none». See also
http://www.elsevier.com/conflictsofinterest. You will find 
more information and an example of conflict of interest 
statement in:
http://help.elsevier.com/app/answers/detail/a_id/286/p/7923.

Statements inherent to the submission of the 
manuscript

The presentation of an article requires that the work de-
scribed has not been published previously (except in the 
form of an abstract or in the context of a published lecture 
or academic thesis, or as an electronic pre-publication; 
see http://www.elsevier.com/sharingpolicy), that is not 
under consideration for publication in any other media, 
that its publication is authorized by all authors and ex-
pressly or tacitly by the authorities responsible of the 
place in which the work was carried out, and, in case of 
being accepted, it will not be published in any other media 
with the same format, in English or in any other language, 
nor even in electronic format, without the written consent 
of the copyright holder. To verify that it is original, it is 
possible that your article will be evaluated by the originali-
ty detection service CrossCheck
http://www.elsevier.com/editors/plagdetect.
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Contribution

All authors should have made substantial contributions to 
all of the following: (1) the conception and design of the 
study, or the acquisition of data, or the analysis and inter-
pretation of data, (2) the draft of the article or the critical 
review of the intellectual content, (3) the final approval of 
the version that is submitted.

Changes in authorship

This policy concerns the addition, deletion or rearrange-
ment of the names of the authors of the accepted manu-
scripts:
Before the accepted manuscript is published in an online 
edition: the author responsible for the correspondence 
of the accepted manuscript should send to the Journal 
Manager any request to add or delete an author or to re-
arrange the names of the author, and these request should 
include: (a) the reason by which the name is added or 
removed, or by which the names of the authors are rear-
ranged, and (b) a written confirmation (e-mail, fax, letter) 
from all authors in which they express their agreement 
with the addition, removal or rearrangement. In the case 
of addition or removal of authors, a confirmation from the 
author being added or removed should be added. In case 
that the request has not been sent by the author responsi-
ble for correspondence, the Journal Manager will forward it 
to this author, who must follow the procedure as indicated 
in this section. Note that: (1) The Journal Manager will 
inform the Editorial Board of any such request and (2) the 
publication of the manuscript accepted for an online edi-
tion will be suspended until authorship is accepted.
After the accepted manuscript is published in an online 
edition: The request to add, delete or rearrange the 
names of the authors published in an online edition will 
follow the guidelines specified above and will give rise to 
correction.

COPYRIGHT

Once the article is accepted, the corresponding author 
will be requested to fill a «Journal Publishing Agreement 
» through which the author will transfer the copyright to 
the Society (for more information in this regard and about 
copyright, see http://www.elsevier.com/copyright.org).
An e-mail message will be sent to the corresponding au-
thor confirming the receipt of the manuscript and attach-
ing the document of the Journal Publishing Agreement or a 
link to the online version of this agreement.
If excerpts of other copyrighted works are included, the 
author(s) must obtain written authorization of the copy-
right holders and mention the source(s) of the article. 
Elsevier has preprinted forms to be used by the authors in 
cases like this; see http://www.elsevier.com/permissions.

PREPARATION

Sending of manuscripts

The manuscripts should be sent to the website of the Re-
vista Colombiana de Reumatología
http://ees.elsevier.com/rcreu through the Elsevier Editorial 
System platform. To send your manuscripts you must reg-
ister on the link http://ees.elsevier.com/rcreu and follow 
the instructions of the platform. You can also consult the 
tutorial for authors at the following address:

http://elsevier6.custhelp.com/ci/fattach/get/1096219/ 
1283438164/redirect/1/filename/EES_Tutorial_para_los_
autores.pdf
The work must be accompanied by the format of academic 
information for authors and the authors must read and 
answer the paragraphs concerning the originality and the 
transfer of rights.

Preparation of manuscripts
The Journal receives manuscripts according to the follow-
ing classification, proposed by Colciencias:

• Original article: unpublished work derived from a 
biomedical research that provides new information on 
specific aspects and contributes relevantly to scientific 
knowledge. The structure generally used contains four 
important sections: introduction, methodology, results 
and conclusions.

• Reflection article: document that presents research 
results from an analytical, interpretative or critical 
perspective of the author, on a specific topic, resorting 
to original sources.

• Review article: document resulting from an investigation 
where the results of research published or unpublished, 
on a field of science or technology, are analyzed, 
systematized and integrated, in order to give an account 
of the advances and development trends. It is 
characterized by presenting a careful bibliographic review 
of at least 50 references.

• Topic review: document resulting from the critical 
revision of the literature on a particular topic. They will 
be requested by petition. The Editorial Board will invite 
an expert on a particular topic.

• Systematic review of structured literature: the evidence 
regarding a specific question is summarized and analyzed 
in a structured, explicit and systematic way. Typically, it 
makes explicit the method used to find, select, analyze 
and synthesize the evidence. It is necessary to mention: 
structure (introduction, methods, analysis of the 
information, integration of the information, conclusions), 
objectives, definition of the criteria for inclusion, search of 
the literature, search terms, search results, sample size.

• Unstructured review: Intends to carry out the search 
but it does not follow an international standard.

• Short article: brief document that presents preliminary 
or partial original results of a scientific or technological 
research that usually require a prompt dissemination.

• Case report: document that shows the results of a study 
on a particular situation in order to make known the 
technical and methodological experiences considered in 
a specific case. It includes a commented systematic 
review of the literature on similar cases.

• Letters to the editor: critical, analytical or interpretative 
positions on the documents published in the Journal, 
which, in the opinion of the Editorial Board, constitute 
an important contribution to the discussion of the topic 
by the scientific community of reference.

In general, the rules should follow the guidelines ex-
pressed by the International Committee of Medical Journal 
Editors on uniform requirements for manuscripts submit-
ted to biomedical journals: http://www.icmje.org. The 
Spanish version is available in the Revista Panamericana 
de Salud Pública (Rev Panam Salud Pública 2004;15:41-
57) in http://journal.paho.org.

Presentation of the manuscript
To send the manuscript you must attach the following in-
formation:
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1. A page in Word with the names and surnames of the 
authors, affiliations (service, department and institu-
tion) and e-mails, it must be in a separate file.

2. You must fill out the space intended for the abstract, 
in Spanish and English, including the key words in 
both languages.

3. Text, bibliographic references and tables in the same 
file, together with the figure captions.

4. Figures, each in a separate file in jpg or tiff format.

Names of the authors
Name of the author or authors (names, surnames) de-
gree, institutional affiliation and e-mails. Name and ad-
dress of the institution or institutions in which the work 
was conducted, including the city and the country, if it 
was supported by a scholarship or by pharmaceutical 
funds and the addresses to which it should be written to 
the authors.

Title
Title of the article (in English and Spanish), the title should 
be as concise and clear as possible, and should reflect the 
content of the article; abbreviations should not be used 
therein.

Abstract
The abstract should contain between 100 and 250 words 
in the large original articles and articles of reflection, and 
between 50 and 100 words for the clinical case reports. 
It should be copied (in Spanish and English) in the box 
intended for this purpose in the program for manuscript 
submission. If the abstract corresponds to an original 
work or of reflection, or to a systematic review it should 
be structured and must include the following headings: 
introduction, objectives, materials and methods, results 
and conclusions. Abbreviations should not be used in the 
abstract, except when units of measurement are used.

Key words
All articles must include 3 to 10 key words in each lan-
guage (Spanish and English). The terms listed in the 
Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) of the Index Medicus 
should be used for this purpose; consult the Health Sci-
ences Descriptors (DeCS) of the index of Latin-American 
and Caribbean Literature on Health Sciences (LILACS) in 
http://decs.bvs.br and in the case of terms of recently 
appearance that are not yet included in the MeSH, current 
expressions can be used (see:
http://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html).

Text
The manuscript should be sent in an editable format, such 
as for example Word and the text should, as far as possi-
ble, follow this order:
Introduction, methods, results, discussion, conclusions, 
conflict of interest statement, funding source, references. 
As far as possible, abbreviations should not be used; how-
ever, when they are used, they must be preceded by their 
full meaning the first time that they appear in the text.

Tables or figures
1. Each reference, figure or table should be cited in the 

text in numerical order (the order in which it is men-
tioned in the text will determine its location). The 
location of the figures and tables must be indicated 
in the text. The figures are included each one in a 
separate page, with their corresponding legends. The 
charts are attached in a separate page, prepared in 
the simplest model of tables of the Word program.

2. The figures should not be larger than 203 x 254 mm (8 
x 10 inches) and must have the respective authorization 
if the material has been previously published or if the 
figure identifies human beings. The captions of the fig-
ures can be included at the end of the text of the article.

References
1. Bibliographic references shall be written in double 

space, listed in order of appearance in the text in 
Arabic numbers, placing them in parentheses or in su-
perscript. Authors are initially indicated, with the sur-
name and the initials letters of the name(s) (only use 
“et al.” For more than six authors), the title, the jour-
nal from which it comes with abbreviations according 
to the Index Medicus of the National Library of Med-
icine, the year of publication, volume, first and last 
pages (Vancouver style). The section “Review” should 
include a minimum of 50 bibliographic references.

2. The titles of the journals should be written according 
to the style used in the Index Medicus, for which you 
can consult the List of journals indexed that is pub-
lished annually as a specific publication, and in the 
issue of Index Medicus corresponding to January. The 
list is also available in: http://www.nlm.nih.gov. In 
the case of the Revista Colombiana de Reumatología, 
the short name is: Rev Colomb Reumatol.

Nomenclature
The genus and species names must be written in italics. 
The names of microorganisms are written out in full the 
first time they are cited, even in the title and in the ab-
stract, and thereafter only the initial letter of the genus is 
used and remains the full name of the species.

AFTER ACCEPTANCE

Use of a digital object identifier

The digital object identifier (DOI) can be used to cite and link 
to electronic documents. A DOI is a unique string of alpha-
numeric characters which the editor assigns to a document 
after the initial electronic publication. The assigned DOI is 
never modified. Therefore, is a perfect medium for citing a 
document, specifically articles «in press», because they have 
not yet received all their bibliographic information.
When a DOI is used to create links to documents on the 
web, it is guaranteed that it will never change.

Authors’ proofs

A set of page proofs (as PDF files) will be sent by e-mail 
to the corresponding author. If you don’t want to use the 
annotations function in PDF, you can list the corrections 
(including the answers to the query form) and send them 
to Elsevier by e-mail.
At this stage significant changes in the article that was 
accepted for publication will only be considered with per-
mission of the director. We will do everything possible to 
publish your article quickly and accurately. It is important 
to ensure that all corrections are sent back to us in one 
communication: check it carefully before replying.

Authors’ inquiries

You can track your accepted article in
http://www.elsevier.com/trackarticle. We also invite you to 
contact our user support service through
http://support.elsevier.com.




