
INSTRUCTIONS FOR PUBLISHING IN THE REVISTA CIRUGÍA CARDIOVASCULAR

Cirugía Cardiovascular (Cir Cardiov) is the official 
Journal of the Sociedad Española de Cirugía Torácica-
Cardiovascular (Spanish Society of Thoracic-
Cardiovascular Surgery) (SECTCV).  The mission 
of the Spanish Society of Thoracic-Cardiovascular 
Surgery (SECTCV) is to ensure quality in the exercise 
of thoracic and cardiovascular surgery by means of 
training, promoting research, the development and 
introduction of standards and guidelines, and its 
influence on health policies at a national level.

The Journal publishes articles in Spanish on 
all aspects related to cardiovascular diseases, 
particularly when their treatment involves surgery. 
It regularly includes articles on clinical and basic 
research, short communications / clinical cases, 
reviews, articles on training, images in cardiovascular 
and thoracic surgery and, letters to the editor.

The review process is regulated by the double 
blind method (blind peer review). The works will 
be sent to a minimum of two independent expert 
reviewers to evaluate the scientific quality. The 
Editor will be responsible for the final decision on 
whether to accept or reject the articles.

The online edition of Cirugía Cardiovascular is 
available at www.circardiov.org and www elsevier.
es/circv.

COPYRIGHT

The Journal contents are Open Access and are 
free to read and download. The authors will not pay 
any publication fees. After an article is accepted, 
the author for correspondence will complete an 
“exclusive licence agreement” (more information 
at http://www.elsevier.com/OAauthoragreement 
and http://www.elsevier.com/copyright.org), by 
means of which will transfer the copyright to the 
Sociedad Española de Cirugía Torácica-Cardiovascular 
(SECTCV). The re-use of the contents will be defined 
by licence for use, CC BY-NC-ND (Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives Licence).

OBLIGATIONS OF THE AUTHOR

Ethical responsibilities
•  Protection of human subjects and animals. When 

describing experiments that have been carried out 
on human beings it must be mentioned that the 
procedures followed are in accordance with the 
ethical guidelines of the committee responsible 
for human research (institutional or regional) and 
in accordance with the World Medical Association 
and the Helsinki Declaration, available at:  http:// 
www.wma.net/en/30publications/10policies/b3/. 
When experiments on animals are described it 
must mention whether the rules of an institution 
or an international research council or a national 
regulatory law on the care and use of laboratory 
animals have been followed.

•  Confidentiality. The authors are responsible 
for following the protocols established by their 
respective health centres to access data from 
medical records in order to submit this type of 
publication for research / disclosure purposes for 
the community, and thus they must declare that 
they have complied with this requirement. The 
author is obliged to ensure that the requirement 
of having informed all the patients enrolled in the 
study has been met, and is in possession of the 
document signed by them after having received 
sufficient information and having obtained their 
written informed consent for participation in the 
study. The authors must mention in the Methods 
section that the procedures used on patients and 
controls were performed after obtaining their 
informed consent.

•  Privacy. The author is also responsible for 
ensuring the right of the privacy of the patients, 

by protecting their identity, both in the text of 
the article and in the images. No names, initials 
or hospital medical record numbers will be 
used (or any other type of data irrelevant to the 
investigation that could identify the patient) 
either in the text or in the photographs, unless this 
information is essential for scientific purposes, 
in which case it may be included in the article, 
provided that the patient, or their parent or 
guardian, gave their informed consent in writing 
for its publication. The authors are responsible 
for obtaining the consent in writing authorising 
their publication, reproduction and circulation on 
paper support and on public access Internet.

Funding
The authors must declare the source of any 

financial help received, and must acknowledge 
if the research has received funding from the US 
National Institutes of Health, or if any of the authors 
belong to the Howard Hughes Medical Institute.

Authorship
Only those persons who have intellectually 

contributed to the development of the work will 
appear in the list of authors. To have helped in the 
collection of data, or to have taken part in some 
technique, are not by themselves sufficient criteria 
to appear as an author. The author of an article 
should have participated significantly in the design 
and development of this, as well as to assume 
responsibility for the contents and, likewise, should 
agree with the definitive version of the article. 
In general, to appear as an author the following 
requirements should be met;
•  To have participated in the conception and design, 

in the acquisition of the data and in the analysis 
and interpretation of the data of the work that has 
resulted in the article in question.

•  To have participated in writing the text and its 
possible revisions.

•  To have approved the version that will finally be 
published.

In the case of collective authorship, it will 
include the name of the writers or those responsible 
for the work followed by “and the …….Group...”, 
when all the members of the group are considered 
as co-authors of the work. If it is desired to include 
the name of the group, although not all members 
may be considered as co-authors, the formula used 
will be to mention the authors responsible, followed 
by “on behalf of the ...... Group...”. In any event, the 
names and the institutions of the members of the 
group should be included in an Annex at the end of 
the manuscript.

The authors will be stated on the first or title page, 
as well as in the ADD/EDIT/REMOVE AUTHOR section.

The Cirugía Cardiovascular Journal declines any 
responsibility on possible conflicts arising from the 
authorship of works published in the Journal.

Conflict of interests
There is a conflict of interests when the author/s 

has/have/had financial or personal relationships 
that could have inappropriately biased or 
influenced their actions. Potential conflicts of 
interests exist regardless of whether or not the 
interested parties consider that these relationships 
influenced their scientific judgement. The authors 
must state, in the COVER LETTER and in the 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION section of the EES, any 
financial or personal relationships that they had or 
may have, at the time of writing or submitting the 
article, with individuals or institutions and that 
could give rise to a conflict of interests as regards 
the article which is submitted for publication. 
What is declared will appear in the printed journal 
(also see the section on “Acknowledgements”).

Obtaining of permissions
The authors are responsible for obtaining the 

appropriate permissions to partially reproduce 
material (text, tables, or figures) of other 
publications. These permissions must be requested 
from the author, as well as from the publisher that 
has published that material. Permission to publish 
is also required by the institution that financed the 
research.

Redundant or duplicate publication
The Journal does not accept previously published 

material, and will not consider any manuscripts 
for publication that are simultaneously submitted 
to other journals, or redundant or duplicate 
publications, that is, articles that substantially 
overlap another article already published, printed, 
or in electronic media. The authors must mention 
in the Cover Letter any previous submissions or 
publications of the same work, either wholly or 
partially, that could be considered a redundant or 
duplicate publication. It is necessary to quote and 
include the literature references of these previous 
publications in the new manuscript.

Following the recommendations of the main 
surgical journals in this specialty (Joint Statement 
on Redundant (Duplicate) Publication by the Editors 
of the Undersigned Cardiothoracic Journals. Ann 
Thorac Surg 2000;69:663), a redundant publication 
(duplication) is defined when the all the following 
points are fulfilled:  

1. The hypothesis is similar. 2. The numbers 
or sample sizes are similar. 3. The methodology 
is identical or almost identical. 4. The results are 
similar. 5. At least 1 author is common to both 
articles. 6. No or very little new information is 
presented. An exception is publications in local or 
regional journals, abstracts of scientific meetings, 
or in languages other than English. The authors 
must warn the Editor of any article that could come 
within a conflict of duplication. The Editor in Chief 
will decide whether points 1-6 are fulfilled for each 
specific case. And the authors will be informed, and 
will be given the opportunity to reply.

SUBMISSION OF MANUSCRIPTS

The manuscripts will be submitted via the 
web page, http://ees.elsevier.com/circv. To submit 
a manuscript, you only need to enter this web 
page and follow the instructions on the screen. 
If there any doubts, you can contact Cirugia-
cardiovascular@elsevier.com.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

All manuscripts will be adapted to the 
publication guidelines. It is understood that the 
author for correspondence of the publication is 
responsible for the regulations and that the rest of 
the authors know, participate and agree with the 
contents of the manuscript.

The manuscript should be within the framework 
of any of the following publishing forms:
•  Original articles
•  Short Communications / Clinical Cases
•  Images in cardiovascular and thoracic surgery 
•  Letters to the Editor
•  Articles by invitation: Editorials or on training
•  Additional material on the web

Original articles

Presentation of the document:
•  Maximum length of 5,000 words, including from 

the first page to the last page, and only excluding 
those of the Tables.

•  Consists of 2 documents: first page and 
manuscript.
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•  The manuscript follows the following order: a) a 
structured abstract and key words in Spanish; b) 
a structured abstract and key words in English; c) 
an Abbreviations table in Spanish and in English; 
d) the text; e) bibliography; f) figure footnotes; 
g) Tables (optional), h) figures (optional), and 
additional material, which has to be included in 
the internet version (optional).

First page:
•  Full title of the work (less than 150 characters) 

in Spanish and in English. Name and surname 
of the authors in this order: first name, initial of 
second name, if applicable, followed by (second) 
surname. The second surname could be included 
separated by a hyphen.

•  Place of employment (Department, Institution, city 
and country), and funding source, if applicable.

•  Full postal address of the author for correspondence, 
as well as telephone, fax and e-mail address.

•  The total number of words of the manuscript 
(excluding only the Tables). 

Structured abstract: 
•  The Abstract, with a maximum length of 250 words, 

is structured into 4 sections: a) Introduction and 
objectives; b) Methods; c) Results, and d) Conclusions.

•  It should be understandable by itself and not 
contain literature references or abbreviations 
(except those corresponding to measurement 
units).

•  At the end, include between 5 and 7 keywords in 
Spanish and in English. These should preferably 
be selected from the list published by the Medical 
Subject Headings (MeSH) of the National Library 
of Medicine. Available at: http://www. nlm.nih.
gov/mesh/meshhome.html

•  It will then include a translation of the Abstract 
and Keywords in English, with an identical 
structure.

Text:
•  It has the following sections: a) Introduction; 

b) Methods; c) Results; d) Discussion, and e) 
Conclusions, each one of them suitably headed. 
Use subsection subtitles to suitably organise each 
of the sections.

•  A maximum of 6 abbreviations will be used, 
that have been suitably explained in a Table. The 
translation of this Table into English must be 
submitted.

•  The acknowledgments appear at the end of the 
text.

Bibliography:
•  The literature references, to a maximum number 

of 40, are cited in numerical order, in superscript, 
corresponding to their order of appearance in the 
text.

•  The literature references do not include, personal 
communications, manuscripts or any unpublished 
data. All of these, however, may be included, 
within parentheses, within the text.

•  Abstracts of less than 2 years old are cited, 
identifying them with: [abstract], placed after 
the title. For references to medical journals, the 
same abbreviations that appear in the Index 
Medicus are used: List of Journals Indexed, 
which is published in the January issue each 
year. Available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih. gov/
entrez/citmatch_help.html#JournaLists

•  The Bibliography will be submitted as standard 
text, never as footnotes. Specific bibliographic 
management program codes will not be accepted.

•  The bibliography will follow the Vancouver 
guidelines (http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_
requirements.html).

Medical journal. List all the authors. If the 
number of authors is greater than six, the first six 
will be included, adding the Latin phrase et al. 

Example: Silva J, Blanco E, Maroto LC, Cobiella J, 
Carnero M, Villagrán E, et al. Resección cuadrangular 
frente al uso de neocuerdas en la reparación 
del velo posterior mitral. Resultados clínicos y 
ecocardiográficos. Cir Cardiov. 2012;19(1): 39-46.

Book chapters. Authors, chapter title, Editors, 
book title, city, Publisher, and pages. Example: 
Hopkins RA. Cardiac reconstructions with allograft 
valves. New York, Springer-Verlag New York inc., 
1989, pp 22-23.

Book. Cite the specific pages. Example: 
Braimbridge MV. Myocardial protection for 
coronary artery surgery. Wheatley DJ, Ed. Surgery 
of Coronary Artery Disease. London, Chapman and 
Hall Ltd., 1986;87:287-312.

Material in electronic format.  Article of a journal in 
electronic format. 

Example: Jurgen Martin, Christoph Benk. Blood 
cardioplegia. Multimedia Manual of Cardiothoracic 
Surgery. Available at: http:// mmcts.oxfordjournals.
org/content/2006/1009/ mmcts.2004.000745.full.
pdf+html

Figures:
•  The Figures, to a maximum number of 6, 

corresponding to graphs and illustrations are 
preferably submitted in TIFF or JPEG format, with 
a resolution not less than 400 dpi and using black 
colour for lines and text. These are in order with 
Arabic numerals corresponding to their order of 
appearance in the text.

•  The graphs, symbols, letters, etc.., are of sufficient 
size to be able be clearly identified on being 
reduced. The special details will be shown with 
arrows, using maximum contrast plotting as 
regards the Figure for these and for any other type 
of symbols.

•  The Figure footnotes are included on a separate 
sheet. At the end, the abbreviations used are 
identified, in alphabetic order.

•  The Figures do not contain data that enables 
to determine where the work was done or the 
identity of the patient. Photographs of persons 
must be made in such a way that they are not 
identifiable, or the consent for their use by the 
person photographed will be included.

•  The reproduction of the Figures to colour will 
be incur no additional cost, although the final 
decision on the reproduction form will adjusted 
to editorial needs.

Tables:
•  The Tables, to a maximum number of 6, are 

numbered with Arabic numerals in accordance 
with their order of appearance in the text. 
Each Table will be written double spaced on a 
separate sheet. They include a title at the top, 
and the abbreviations used will be described in 
alphabetical order at the foot of each Table.

•  The content is self-explanatory and the data that 
they include do not appear in the text or in the 
Figures.

Additional material on the web:
The complementary educational material may 

be attached to the article following the guidelines 
described later in the corresponding section.

Short communications / clinical cases
Works that contain one or several pieces of 

surgical information, or clinical cases that due to 
their infrequency or interest make an important 
contribution to the knowledge of a topic.

•  It consists of 2 documents: first page and 
manuscript.

•  Manuscript: with a maximum length of 2,500 
words and 10 literature references, as well as 
Tables and Figures, that must not exceed 8 in total.

•  The first page: Title (Spanish and English), the 
authors (a maximum of 6), place of employment, 
and address. Tables and Figures are specified in 
accordance with the guidelines already described 
for Original Articles.

•  A non-structured Abstract with a maximum 
length of 250 words, that includes a translation 
into English, as well as the Keywords in English, in 
accordance with the guidelines already described 
for Original Articles.

Images in cardiovascular and thoracic surgery
•  All types of images will be accepted, as long 

as they are of high quality, in colour or in black 
and white (intra-operative, imaging diagnostics, 
histopathology…), that summarise interesting, 
uncommon cases, or from which some lesson may 
be learnt through the image.

•  A maximum of 6 Figures will be accepted, the 
text should not exceed 200 words, and have a 
maximum, if so desired, of 2 literature references.

•  The Title (in Spanish and in English) contains less 
than 8 words.  

•  The authors (a maximum of 5), place of 
employment, and address. The Figures are 
specified in accordance with the guidelines 
already described for Original Articles.

•  All the symbols contained in the images will be 
appropriately explained in the text.

•  The complementary educational material may be 
attached to the article following the guidelines 
described later in the corresponding section.

•  The reproduction of the Figures to colour will 
incur no additional cost, although the final 
decision on the reproduction form will adjusted 
to editorial needs.

Letters to the Editor
Correspondence on editorial topics or related 

to articles published in the Journal should be 
submitted to this section. Only letters received 
within 8 weeks after the publication of the article 
to which it refers and that do not contain original 
data will be accepted for evaluation. 
•  The title (Spanish and English), the authors 

(a maximum of 4), place of employment, and 
address. The Figures, are specified in accordance 
with the guidelines already described for Original 
Articles.

•  It will have a maximum length of 1,000 words. 
•  It may contain a maximum of 2 Figures and 2 

Tables, in accordance with the guidelines already 
described for Original Articles.

Articles by invitation /Editorials
At the request of the Journal Editorial 

Committee, authors of recognised prestige will 
be invited to submit articles on specific topics of 
cardiovascular interest or education. 
The presentation of the document will be:
•  The first page: Full title (less than 150 characters) 

in Spanish and in English. Name and surname 
of the authors in this order: first name, initial of 
second name, if applicable, followed by (second) 
surname. Place of employment (Department, 
Institution, city and country), and funding source, 
if applicable. Full postal address of the author for 
correspondence, as well as telephone and e-mail 
address.

•  Manuscript: it will not have a maximum number 
of words or a structured order, and will include 
the necessary Tables and Figures.

ADDITIONAL MATERIAL ON THE WEB
The Journal of Cirugía Cardiovascular accepts 

the submission of additional electronic material 
to support and improve the presentation of their 
scientific research.  However,. only additional 
electronic material directly related to the contents 
of the article will be considered for publication,  and 
its final acceptance will be at the discretion of the 
Editor. The additional material accepted will not be 
translated and will be published electronically in 
the same format as it is received.

To ensure that your material has the appropriate 
format, we recommend the following: the text in 
Word format and a maximum size of 500 Kb; the 
image in JPG format, a maximum of 10 MB; in MP3 
audio format, a maximum of 10 MB, and video with 
MPG format, and a maximum of 80 MB.

The authors should submit the material in 
electronic format via the Elsevier editorial EES as 
a multimedia file together with the article, and 
provide a concise and descriptive title for each 
file. Similarly, this type of material must fulfil all 
the requirements general ethic responsibilities 
described in these Guidelines.


