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General Information

The journal CARDIOCORE is the official publication of the Andalusian 
Society of Cardiology (Sociedad Andaluza de Cardiología), a 
subsidiary of the Spanish Society of Cardiology, devoted to the 
study, prevention and treatment of cardiovascular disease.
CARDIOCORE is an international scientific quarterly focusing on 
cardiovascular disease. It prints articles in Spanish and in English, 
in both hard copy and online versions (http://www.sacardiologia.
com/; http://www.elsevier.es/cardiocore/), dealing with all 
the diagnostic, clinical and therapeutic aspects related to 
cardiovascular disease.
The journal adheres to the guidelines of the International 
Committee of Medical Journal Editors, which can be found on 
the web page: http://www.icmje.org. Before being accepted, 
all original contributions, as well as those under consideration by 
the editorial board, will be subjected to anonymous outside peer 
review. 

MANUSCRIPT SUBMISSION
Manuscripts in Spanish should be submitted online via the Elsevier 
Editorial System (EES) at 
http://ees.elsevier.com/carcor, where the instructions for 
submission are provided. The manuscript should be accompanied 
by a cover letter, which will be uploaded to the Attach Files 
section. The text of the manuscript (with the exception of the 
first page or title page), abstract, keywords, references, tables and 
legends to the tables and figures will be included in a single file and 
each figure is to be sent in a separate file. These documents will 
also be uploaded to the Attach Files section.

COVER LETTER
All manuscripts must be accompanied by a cover letter (see section 
on “Authors’ Obligations”), which will also be uploaded to the EES 
Attach Files section. In addition to the title of the contribution, 
the letter must include:

1) The section in which the authors wish to publish the manuscript.
2) The declaration that the work is original and is not undergoing 
evaluation for publication in another journal.
3) A single paragraph explaining the originality of the contribution 
and relevance of the article within the scope of the journal.
4) The declaration that the authors have taken into account the 
“Ethical Responsibilities” included in these guidelines, ensuring, 
among other things, that:

a) the procedures followed in the research were performed 
in accordance with the ethical standards of the responsible 
committee (institutional or regional) for human and animal 
research, with the Council for International Organizations of 
Medical Sciences (CIOMS) and with the Declaration of Helsinki, 
and a letter of approval from the aforementioned committee 
is presented

b) the authors guarantee the rights of their patients to 
privacy and confidentiality in accordance with the content of 
the corresponding section of these guidelines while, in the 
article, any type of identifying datum in text or images has 
been avoided and, in any case,
c) the authors are in possession of the informed consent of 
the individuals to their participation in the study and the 
publication of the results, and have so declared in the EES. 

5) The confirmation that the signatories meet the requirements 
for authorship in accordance with the indications in the 
“Authorship” section of these guidelines and with their 
declaration in the EES.
6) In the event that part of the article had previously 
been published in another journal (redundant or duplicate 
publication), the details must be specified here, accompanied 
by the declaration that the submitting authors are in possession 
of the permissions to publish on the part of the cited authors and 
the editor of said journal (see also the section on “Guarantees 
and Transfer of Intellectual Property Rights”).
7) The declaration in this point by each author concerning whether 
or not there exist conflicts of interest and the confirmation that 
their declaration has been made in the Additional Information 
section of the EES.

SECTIONS
Original Article. Papers describing clinical research and other 
original contributions dealing with etiology, pathophysiology, 
anatomy, epidemiology, diagnosis and treatment of cardiovascular 
disease. The length should be no more than 3000 words, counting 
from the title page to the end, excluding only the tables. The 
manuscript will be comprised of a title page, structured abstract 
and keywords in Spanish, structured abstract and keywords 
in English, list of abbreviations in Spanish and English, text, 
references, figure legends (optional), tables (optional) and figures 
(optional). No more than 10 authors should be included.
Brief Report. Only articles that include at least 10 patients will be 
accepted. The structure is the same as that of original articles, but 
the maximum length is 1800 words, excluding only the tables. The 
abstract must be less than 150 words and a maximum of 2 figures 
and 2 tables will be accepted. There should be no more than 8 
authors.
Questions and Answers. A brief approach to a topic of current 
interest, with documented responses to the possible questions 
posed by the editorial board. The maximum length is 2000 words. 
It can be accompanied by 1 figure and 2 tables, with a maximum of 
5 references. There should be no more than 3 authors.
Nursing in Cardiology. A brief original report aimed specifically 
for professionals involved in nursing in patients with heart disease. 
The general guidelines are the same as those stipulated for original 
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articles. Up to 1500 words, 2 figures and 2 tables, a maximum of 8 
references and no more than 6 authors will be accepted.
Images in Cardiology. A text of less than 150 words and a title, 
in Spanish and English, of fewer than 8 words. A maximum of 3 
figures will be accepted, with no references or figure legends. All 
the symbols appearing in the images should be fully explained in 
the text. It should have no more than 3 authors.
Clinical Observations. A description of one or more rarely 
observed cases that constitute an important contribution to 
existing knowledge of a given process. It should be limited to 700 
words, 1 figure and 1 table, a maximum of 5 references and 4 
authors. It should include an abstract in Spanish and English and 
keywords.
Letters to the Editor. Objections or comments concerning any 
manuscript recently published in the journal. It should have a 
maximum of 700 words, 1 figure or 1 table, 5 references and 4 
authors.
Scientific Letters. Observations or experiences that, given their 
characteristics, can be summarized in a brief text, bringing our 
attention to novel clinical, diagnostic and therapeutic features 
of any aspect of cardiovascular disease, prior to their definitive 
confirmation by more complete studies. They will have a maximum 
of 1000 words and 1 figure or table, with a maximum of 5 references 
and 4 authors.
The Clinician’s Corner. Manuscript that describes a practical 
approach to a specific patient or situation that cannot be 
categorized within the framework of the clinical practice guidelines 
and can be summarized in a brief text. The maximum will be 1000 
words and 1 figure or table, with up to 5 references and 4 authors.
Window Onto Other Specialties. Seeks the acquisition of new 
knowledge and the establishment of a meeting place relative to the 
care of patients with cardiovascular disease. The maximum length 
is 2000 words, with a maximum of 5 references and 3 authors.
Other Sections. The journal includes other sections (Editorials, 
Special Articles, Progress in Cardiovascular Medicine, Reviews, 
Consensus Statements and Clinical Practice Guidelines) in which 
the articles are submitted upon the request of the editorial board. 
Those authors who wish to collaborate in any of these sections of 
their own accord should consult with the editor of the journal.

MANUSCRIPT PREPARATION
All the manuscripts will be adapted to the publication guidelines and 
submitted using the web page http://ees.elsevier.es/cardiocore/
The document will be presented in any version of Microsoft Word. 
It must be double-spaced with a 12-pt font, page margins of 2.5 
cm and numbered pages. Only abbreviations commonly used in the 
field of cardiology are to be utilized, and their use in the title and 
abstract should be avoided. The first time they appear in the text, 
they must be preceded by the complete term being referred to, 
except in the case of common units of measurement, which are 
to be expressed using the International System of Units. Chemical, 
physical, biological and clinical units should always be precisely 
defined. Decimals will be separated from the units by a period and 
thousands will be separated by commas.

Each section of the article will begin on a new page.

The first page will include: complete title in Spanish and English, 
names of authors (first name, middle initial in case of middle name, 
followed by first surname and, optionally, the second surname 
separated by a hyphen), workplace (department, institution, city 
and country), source of funding if applicable, complete address of 
the corresponding author, with his or her phone no., fax no. and 
e-mail address. A word count (excluding only the tables) should 
also be provided.

The abstract, with a maximum length of 250 words, will be 
structured under the subheadings of introduction and objectives, 
methods, results and conclusions. There will be no references 

or abbreviations (except for units of measurement). It will be 
followed by 3 to 6 keywords which, like the abstract, must be 
translated to English.

The text will be comprised of the following sections: introduction 
(including objectives), methods, results and discussion, each with 
the appropriate heading. The abbreviations used, which the editors 
recommend be less than 6, should be adequately explained in a box 
on a separate page. Elsevier will insert into the text the information 
concerning “Authors’ Obligations”, as declared by them in the 
EES relative to “Ethical Responsibilities”, specifically regarding: a) 
protection of human and animal subjects; b) confidentiality; and 
c) the right to privacy and informed consent; funding; extent of 
participation of each author (optional); and the declaration with 
respect to whether there exist conflicts of interest. The references, 
no more than 15, should be cited in the text as superscript numbers 
and listed at the end in order of appearance in the text. For 
references to medical journals, the authors should use the same 
abbreviations that appear in the Index Medicus: list of Indexed 
Journals, as published each year in the January issue. Available at 
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/jrbrowser.cgi. For reference 
style and punctuation, the Vancouver system will be employed 
(http://www.nlm.nih.gov/bsd/uniform_requirements.html). The 
tables will be identified by Arabic numerals in accordance with their 
order of appearance in the text. Each table will be double-spaced 
on a separate page, with the title at the top and the abbreviations 
used defined in alphabetical order at the bottom. The content 
should be self-explanatory and should not include data that appear 
in the text or figures. The figure legends will be double-spaced on 
a separate page, and should include enough information to enable 
their interpretation without the need to consult the text. When 
symbols, arrows, numbers or letters are used to identify a part of 
an illustration, they should be clearly explained in the legend, with 
explanatory footnotes preceded by lower case, superscript letters in 
alphabetical order (a, b…).
Figures. The figures should preferably be sent in TIFF or JPEG 
format, with the best possible resolution (not less than 300 dpi) and 
lines and text in black. They will be identified by Arabic numerals 
in order of their appearance in the text. The figure legends will be 
included on a separate page, and any abbreviations used will be 
defined in alphabetical order at the end of each legend.

AUTHORS’ OBLIGATIONS
1. Ethical Responsibilities
Protection of Human and Animal Subjects. When describing 
experiments involving humans, the authors must indicate whether 
the procedures followed are in accordance with the ethical 
standards of the responsible committee (institutional or regional) 
for human research, with the World Medical Association and with 
the Declaration of Helsinki, available at: http://www.wma.net/
en/30publications/10policies/b3/. When reporting experiments 
carried out in animals, the authors must indicate whether they 
followed the guidelines of an institution or international research 
council, or a nationwide law regulating the care and use of 
laboratory animals.
Confidentiality. The authors are responsible for following the 
protocols established by their respective health centers for 
obtaining access to data in medical records for use in publications 
of this type, intended for conducting research and/or conveying 
information to the community and, therefore, must state their 
compliance with this requirement. The authors are obliged to 
guarantee that the demand that all the patients included in the 
study be informed has been met, that they are in possession of the 
documents signed by said patients acknowledging that they have 
received sufficient information, and that they have obtained the 
patients’ written informed consent to participate in the study in 
question. The authors must mention in the “Methods” section that 
the procedures employed in the patients and controls were carried 
out after receipt of their informed consent.
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Privacy. Likewise, the authors are responsible for guaranteeing the 
right to privacy of the patients, protecting their identity both in the 
writing of the article and in images. They will not use names, initials 
or hospital record numbers (or any other type of datum irrelevant to 
the investigation that could identify the patient) either in the text 
or photographs, unless said information is essential to the scientific 
objectives, in which case, it could appear in the article provided that 
the patient, a parent or a legal guardian provides written informed 
consent to its publication. The authors are responsible for obtaining 
written informed consent, authorizing its publication, reproduction 
and circulation in hard copy and via free online access.

2. Funding
The authors must declare the source of any financial support 
received. If the research was financed by the US National Institutes 
of Health or any of the authors belongs to the Howard Hughes 
Medical Institute, this information must be mentioned.

3. Authorship
The list of authors should include only those individuals who 
have contributed to the development of the research on an 
intellectual level. Having helped in data collection or participated 
in performing a given technique does not on its own meet the 
criteria for authorship. The authors of an article have to have been 
relevant participants in its design and development to the extent 
that they assume responsibility for the content, and they must also 
approve of the final version of the text. In general, to appear as 
an author, an individual should meet the following requirements:
1. Having participated in the conception and design of the study, 
as well as the collection, analysis and interpretation of the data on 
which the article in question was based.
2. Having collaborated in the writing of the text and possible revisions.
3. Having approved of the version that is ultimately to be published.
In the case of collective authorship, the names of the authors 
or those responsible for the work will be followed by “and the… 
group”, when all the members of the group involved are considered 
to be coauthors. If the intention is to include the name of the 
group, although all the members are not considered coauthors, the 
names of the responsible authors will be followed by “on behalf 
of the… group”. In any case, the names and institutions of the 
members of the group will be included in an appendix at the end 
of the manuscript. The authors will be named both on the title 
page and in the section entitled ADD/EDIT/REMOVE AUTHOR. The 
journal CARDIOCORE accepts no responsibility for possible conflicts 
derived from the authorship of articles published in the journal.

4. Conflicts of Interest
A conflict of interest exists when an author has or has had economic 
or personal relationships that could create a bias or have an 
inappropriate influence on his or her acts. A potential conflict of 
interest exists regardless of whether or not the interested parties 
consider that said relationships have an influence on the scientific 
criteria of an author or authors. Any financial or personal relationship 
that an author has had or has at the time of the writing or submission 
of the article with persons or institutions that could lead to a conflict 
of interest relative to the article being submitted for publication 
must be reported in the cover letter and in the Additional 
Information section of the EES. Any such declarations will appear 
in the printed journal (see also the “Acknowledgments” section).

5. Requests for Permission
The authors are responsible for obtaining the necessary permission 
to reproduce, in part, any material (text, tables or figures) from 
other publications, including those of which they are also authors 
if they have transferred the copyright to another entity. This 
permission should be requested of both the author and the publisher 
that has printed said material. Permission for its publication must 
also be obtained from the institution that financed the research. In 
addition, a statement must be included declaring that the article 
is original and has not previously been published nor is currently 
being considered, either partially or in its entirety, for publication 
in any other medium. The authors must be aware of the fact that 
the failure to reveal that material submitted for publication has 
already been printed either partially or in its entirety constitutes a 
serious breach of scientific ethics.

6. Redundant or Duplicate Publication
The journal does not accept previously published material and 
will not consider for publication manuscripts that are submitted 
simultaneously to other journals, or redundant or duplicate 
publications, that is, articles that overlap substantially with another 
already published, either in hard copy or online. In their cover 
letter, the authors should make known any previous submissions 
or publications of the same work, either in part or in its entirety, 
that could be considered redundant or duplicate publications. The 
bibliographic reference of these previous publications must be 
cited and included in the new manuscript. These restrictions are 
not applicable to published abstracts of communications, lectures 
or conferences presented at national or international scientific 
meetings.

COPYRIGHT
All accepted articles will become the permanent property of 
the Sociedad Andaluza de Cardiología (Andalusian Society of 
Cardiology), with the right of transfer to third parties. During 
the production process, the authors will be asked to complete a 
copyright transfer form for the publication in the journal (for more 
information on authors’ rights, see http://www.elsevier.com/
copyright). The acceptance of the agreement will guarantee the 
widest possible distribution of the information. The corresponding 
author will receive a form or an online link to this document for 
it to be signed. Subscribers can reproduce tables of contents 
or prepare lists of articles, including the abstracts, for internal 
circulation in their institutions. For their resale or distribution 
outside the institution and for any other works derived from them, 
including compilations and translations, permission from the 
publisher is required (please consult http://www.elsevier.com/
permissions). If extracts of other copyrighted works are included, 
the author(s) should obtain written permission from the proprietors 
of the copyright and credit the source(s) when writing the article. 
Elsevier can provide preprinted forms for their use by authors in 
these cases. Please consult authors’ rights at http://www.elsevier.
com/permissions.

Retained Authors’ Rights

The authors (their employer or institution) retain certain rights. 
More information on the authors’ rights that are retained can be 
obtained at http://www.elsevier.com/authorsrights.


