
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          

 
 
 
INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS  
 

1. This journal publishes articles pertaining to different fields of health sciences, given 
they are previously approved by the Editorial Committee.  

 
2. The Repertorio de Medicina y Cirugía journal is not liable for the ideas and conclusions 

expressed by authors in the published works.  
 

3. Originals: Need to be submitted in white one-side letter-sized paper, Arial-12, 1.5-
spaced, 3 cm margin pages. The length should be no more than 5500 words or 16 
pages.  

 
4. Works to be published may be structured as follows: 1. Original research article; 2. 

Review article; 3. Case reports; Discussion article; Clinical practice guidelines.  
 

5.  According to its features, each article must include the following in separate pages: 
title, abstract and key words, references and figures, tables and graphics (one per 
page). 
  

6. The title page includes a short, concise, descriptive title which states the features of 
the clinical study or research. This page will also include the name(s) of the author(s) 
and the department and institution to which he (they) belong(s).  The number of 
names included must not exceed 6 and other collaborators must be cited in an 
additional footnote. Likewise, the main author´s name and address must be stated, as 
well as, his institutional email address, which should be used to request reprinting 
permissions, and for comments from the readers to be submitted.   
 

7. The abstract page of the original research articles will include a short description of the 
study or research. The length should be no more than 250 words and must not exceed 
four paragraphs. This description shall include the objectives, methods, main results 
and conclusions. A list of 3 to 10 key words must be submitted with the abstract.  

 
8. The body of the text of an original study or research must include the following 

headings: introduction, methods and materials, results, discussion and conclusions.  
 

9. An update article is that which contains a complete review of the recent advances in a 
specific field of medicine or any other field of health sciences and should start with a 
short introduction followed by the body of the text. More than 70% of the cited 
references must be dated during the last five years. These works must not exceed 20 
pages or 7000 words.  



 
10. Case reports will describe one or more clinical cases of particular interest and the 

manuscript should be no longer than eight pages or 2800 words and should include 
the rationale, clinical history summary, detailed description of the case or cases, 
comments or discussion, a short review of corresponding literature and references. 
These articles should also include an abstract in Spanish and English, no longer than 
250 words.  

 
11. Abbreviations in Spanish: Use of abbreviations should be limited and each should be 

explained. Abbreviations should be written in full the first time they are used in a text 
followed by the abbreviation in parenthesis. We request that authors use the generic 
name to refer to medicines mentioned in their article. 
 

12. All measurements should be given in the metric system (the comma should be used as 
decimal separator; and a period as thousands separator).  
 

13. Tables should be numbered (using Arabic numerals) consecutively in accordance with 
the appearance in the text and shall place the title at the top of the table body and 
place any table notes below the table body. Each table should be submitted typed on a 
separate page. 
 

14. Original illustrations may be submitted in a professional version so the symbols and 
texts are clear and legible when the illustration is reduced to the journal format; the 
minimum size at which figures and characters must be submitted is 10 pixels and the 
image must have a resolution of 300 dpi (pixels/inch). Each illustration should be 
numbered in the order it is cited in the text and should have its corresponding 
footnote in Arial-12.  

 
15. If the original illustration is submitted in paper, each illustration should be numbered 

in the order it is cited in the text and should have its corresponding footnote.  
 

16. Photographs should be submitted in a clear manner (with no protection) and with 
sufficient contrast to guarantee a good printed reproduction; each photograph should 
indicate the number and tittle in the right upper corner, thus, indicating the correct 
position of the image. Authors are required to obtain written consent from patients 
whose photographs are submitted to the journal for publication even if the individual 
cannot be identified. In photomicrographs the footnote will mention the coloring 
method and magnification used. In case the patient is a child authors should obtain a 
written consent from the child´s parents. If the photograph was provided by a 
laboratory the corresponding publication authorization must be obtained. 

 
17. When illustrations and tables have been previously published the written permission 

of the corresponding author must be included and complete credit must be given to 
the original publication.  

 
18. The Editorial Committee reserves the right to limit the number of illustrations and 

tables, as well as, to reject those illustrations and tables which fail to comply with the 
requirements to allow adequate printing. Articles submitted are reviewed by members 
of the Research Division of Fundación Universitaria de Ciencias de la Salud. When 
considered necessary by the editor, articles are forwarded to subject 
experts/specialists who are not part of that particular research, to provide their input; 
review and grading process by the Research Division has been clearly established by 



the Fundación Universitaria de Ciencias de la Salud. The senior specialists of the 
concerned specialty are described in heading titled, Assistant Editor(s), contained in 
the flag page, and are substituted only when said experts are part of the research 
group of the reviewed work.  

 
19. Copyright: Follows the principles outlined in the Cartagena Agreement (Decision 351 

issued on December 17 1993) and in Law 23 1982 and Law 44 1993. This requirement 
is clearly stated in Article 30 of Law 1450 of 2011 which modifies Article 183 of Law 23 
of 1982 in the following terms: “Agreements and contracts partially or totally 
transferring the patrimonial rights of an author or co-authors, must be in writing to be 
valid”. Consequentially, it is mandatory that any contract that is intended to be 
registered in the Agreements or Contracts Record of the National Authority for 
Authors´ Copyright (in Spanish: Dirección Nacional de Derechos de Autor [DNDA]) 
must be signed by all parties involved.  
 

20. However, regarding the specific procedure for signing a contract, it is worth noting, 
that only those procedures permitted by the national applicable laws will be accepted. 
Notwithstanding, with respect to digital signatures, it must be provided that as far as 
the DNDA does not have the ability to evidence or proof the established requisites to 
grant digital signature mechanisms it is required that recorded signatures are original 
and handwritten, thus, authors and coauthors must affix their signature in their own 
(hand) writing on the author´s transfer of copyright license agreements.    

 
21. References are numbered in the order in which they are cited in the text, according to 

the guidelines approved and used by Index Medicus, and Vancouver Norms, as follows:  
 

- Journals: surname and initials of the authors (must not exceed 6, and if more than 7, 
they must be mentioned as et al.). Followed by, article full title, journal title according 
to international abbreviations, year of publication, and volume number and 
corresponding page numbers separated by a semicolon.  
 

- Books: surname and initials of all the authors, followed by, full book title, edition, 
place of publication, publisher, year of publication and number of initial page and final 
page of the book.  

 
- Book Chapters: surname and initials of all the authors of the chapter, full chapter title; 

authors and editors of the book; full book title, followed by the edition number, place 
of publication, publisher, year of publication and number of initial page and final page 
of the book.  

 
 
 


