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Human and animal rights 
If the work involves the use of animal or human subjects, the author 

should ensure that the work described has been carried out in accordance 
with The Code of Ethics of the World Medical Association (Declaration 
of Helsinki) for experiments involving humans http://www.wma.net/
en/30publications/10policies/b3/index.html; EU Directive 2010/63/
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must be sent to the Journal Manager from the corresponding author of 
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example drugs, surgical procedures, devices, behavioural treatments, 
dietary interventions, and process-of-care changes). Health outcomes 
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the conduct of the research and/or preparation of the article and to 
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the collection, analysis and interpretation of data; in the writing of the 
report; and in the decision to submit the article for publication. If the 
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which allow authors to comply with their funder’s open access policies. 
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Informed consent and patient details 
Studies on patients or volunteers require ethics committee approval 

and informed consent, which should be documented in the paper. 
Appropriate consents, permissions and releases must be obtained where 
an author wishes to include case details or other personal information or 
images of patients and any other individuals in an Elsevier publication. 
Written consents must be retained by the author and copies of the 
consents or evidence that such consents have been obtained must be 
provided to Elsevier on request. For more information, please review 
the Elsevier Policy on the Use of Images or Personal Information of 
Patients or other Individuals, http://www.elsevier.com/patient-consent-
policy. Unless you have written permission from the patient (or, where 
applicable, the next of kin), the personal details of any patient included 
in any part of the article and in any supplementary materials (including 
all illustrations and videos) must be removed before submission.

Submission 
Our online submission system guides you stepwise through the process 

of entering your article details and uploading your files. The system 
converts your article files to a single PDF file used in the peer-review 
process. Editable files (e.g., Word, LaTeX) are required to typeset your 
article for final publication. All correspondence, including notification of 
the Editor’s decision and requests for revision, is sent by e-mail.

PREPARATION
The journal Vacunas. Investigación y práctica (Vaccines, research and 

practice) considers for publication those articles,
written in Spanish or English, associated with vaccines and 

vaccination-preventable diseases. The Journal has the following
sections:

Originals
Research works on the immunogenicity, efficacy, effectiveness and 

safety of vaccines are accepted, as well as those on the
microbiology, epidemiology, diagnosis, treatment, and prevention of 

immuno-preventable diseases. The recommended designs are
analytical type in the form of clinical trials, community trials, 

cohort studies, case control studies, and seroprevalence studies. The 
clinical trials should be adapted to the CONSORT guidelines (JAMA 
1996;276:657-9). Available at: http://www.consort-statement.org/ 
The submitted manuscripts must be original works that have not been 
previously published in whole or in part, except abstracts of less than 
400 words that may have been presented as oral communications or 
posters in scientific meetings.

The maximum length of the text will be 3,000 words and up to a 
maximum of 8 Figures and / or Tables will be accepted. The

number of literature references must not exceed 30. Retrospective 
works that do not include the statistical treatment of the results

will not be accepted. The measurement units shall be expressed using 
a conventional system with international system (SI) units

in parentheses, or vice versa.
Short Originals
This section will admit research works, which due to their special 

characteristics (including, but not limited to, a reduced number of 

observations, works with very specific aims and results, descriptive 
epidemiological studies, may be published in a shorter and more 
rapid form. The maximum length of the text will be 1,500 words, 
with 15 literature references and four Tables or Figures. They should 
be structured as an Original article and will also include a structured 
Abstract of approximately 250 words, in Spanish and in English. They 
must include three to ten Key Words in English and in Spanish, selected 
from the Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) of the USA National Library 
of Medicine.

Available at: http://www. nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html. There 
must be no more than six authors.

Letters to the Editor
This section will publish discussions and comments associated with 

publications in the Journal during the three previous months, as well 
as observations or experiences that could be summarized in a short 
text. The maximum length will be 600 words, with a maximum of 10 
literature references and two Figures or Tables. There must be no more 
than four authors. It must include the Title in English, as well as three 
to five Key Words selected from the Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) 
of the USA National Library of Medicine. Available at: http://www.nlm.
nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html

Other sections
The Journal includes other sections, such as Editorials, Reviews. 

Special Articles, vaccination strategies, Questions and Answers, 
Literature Reviews, News, Conferences and Scientific Meetings, where 
the articles are commissioned by the Editorial Board. The authors 
who wish to contribute to any of these sections without having been 
commissioned should contact the Editor-in-Chief of the Journal. Works 
on vaccinations and immunopreventable diseases that are promoted 
by bodies of the Health Administration, University bodies or Scientific 
Societies will be particularly welcome.

Presentation and structure of the works
All accepted articles will become the permanent property of Vacunas. 

Investigación y práctica and will not be able to be reproduced, wholly 
or in part, without the permission of the Journal Editorial Board. The 
authors exclusively transfer to Elsevier España, S.L. the rights of 
reproduction, distribution, translation, and public communication of 
their work. Each part of the manuscript must start with a new page, in 
the following order:

1. The first page of the article will contain its Title (concise and 
informative), the name and first surname of the author/s, full name of 
the work centre of the authors and the postal address, telephone, fax 
and e-mail for correspondence.

2. On the second page of the article it will have the Abstract in 
Spanish, which must not exceed 250 words, and should be structured 
into the following sections: Introduction, Methods, Results, and 
Conclusion. Three to ten key words must also be added at the end of the 
Abstract, selected from the Medical Subject Headings (MeSH) of the US 
National Library of Medicine.
Available at: http://www.nlm.nih.gov/ mesh/meshhome.html

3. The third page will contain the English translation of the Title, the 
Abstract and the Key Words.

4. The fourth page will contain the Introduction, in which the authors 
will provide a short explanation which enables the reader to understand 
the text that follows. It must not contain Tables or Figures. The last 
paragraph should clearly express the objectives of the work.

5. After the Introduction the Material (or Subjects) and methods 
section will follow, in which It will mention the centre where the research 
was carried out, the design of the study conducted, and the time it 
lasted, or the dates to which the data refer, the characteristics of the 
subjects studied, the screening criteria, and the laboratory techniques 
that have been used. The statistical methods used must be described. 
In this section, the authors must mention that the procedures used in 
patients and controls were performed after having obtained a signed 
Informed Consent Form.

6. The Results section will then follow, in which it will mention, 
without interpreting, the observations made with the material and 
methods used. The results will be clear and concise, avoiding repetition 
of the data presented in the Figures or Tables.

7. In the Discussion section, the authors must express their opinions 
on the significance of the results obtained. The repetition of the concepts 
that were already mentioned in the Introduction must be avoided. All 
the data provided in the Results must not be repeated, but only those 
that they wish to contrast with those of other authors or works. The 
following aspects should be highlighted: a) the significance and practical 
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application of the results; b) methodological limitations of the study 
and possible inconsistencies; c) consistency of the results obtained with 
those shown by other authors; d) agreement or disagreement with the 
interpretation made in other similar publications, and, e) suggestions 
and indications for future investigations. The conclusions should be 
fully supported by the results of the study.

8. Acknowledgements: When considered necessary, the people, 
centres or bodies that may have collaborated or supported the performing 
of the work, should be mentioned.itorial

9. Bibliography. These will be presented in the order that they appear 
in the text with the corresponding consecutive numbers. The reference 
number will always be shown in the text in superscript numbers, 
whether or not accompanied by the names of the authors; when these 
are mentioned, if it is a work performed by two, both will be mentioned, 
and if there are several, mention only the first one followed by the 
expression, et al.

Where possible, avoid the use of vague phrases as literature references; 
those such as “unpublished observations” or “personal communication” 
may not be used, but they may be quoted between parentheses within 
the text. The Originals accepted, but still not published, may be included 
in the literature references as “in press” (between parentheses).

The names of the Journals must be abbreviated in accordance with 
the style used in Index Medicus; consult the List of Journals

Indexed which is included every year in the January edition of 
Index Medicus. Also available at: http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/entrez/
jrbrowser.cgi. The literature references must be checked by comparing 
with the original documents. Some examples of the formats of literature 
references are given below.

a) Standard Journal article: list all the authors if there are six or less; if 
they are seven or more, list the first six followed by the expression et al. 

Murray C, López AD. Mortality by cause in eight regions of the world: 
global burden of disease study. Lancet 1997;349:1.269-76.

Bruguera M, Salleras L, Plans P, Vidal J, Navas E, Domínguez A, et 
al. Cambios en la seroepidemiología de la infección por el virus de la 
hepatitis A en Cataluña en el período 1989-1996. Implicaciones para 
una nueva estrategia vacunal. Med Clin (Barc) 1999;112:406-8.

b) Corporate author:
(Working Group) Grupo de trabajo DUP España. Estudio multicéntrico 

sobre el uso de medicamentos durante el embarazo en España (IV). Los 
fármacos utilizados durante la lactancia. Med Clin (Barc) 1992;98:726-
30.

c) Name of author not indicated: Coffee drinking and cancer of the 
pancreas [editorial]. Br Med J 1981;283:628.

d) Issue supplement: Cutts FT, Markowitz LE. Successes and failures 
in measles control. J Infect Dis 1994;170(Suppl 1): S32-S41.

e) Volume supplement: Bodey GP. The emergence of fungi as major 
hospital pathogens. J Hosp Infect 1998;11(Suppl A):411-26.

f) Indication of the type of article: Domínguez A, Prats G, Latorre 
C, Fontanals M, Salleras L. Haemophilus influenzae type-b vaccination 
[Letter]. Lancet 1997;250:222.

Fernández S, Azañedo L, Santiago I, Malvar A, Berrón S, Vázquez J, 
et al. Prevalencia de portadores de Neisseria meningitidis C:2b:P.1:2,5 
en relación con la incidencia de enfermedad meningocócica [Abstract]. 
Rev Esp Salud Pública1998;72(Suppl):124.

g) Work in press: must be already accepted articles. González JA, 
Bueno E, Panizo C. Estudio de la reacción antígenoanticuerpo en 
enfermedades exantemáticas. [in press]. Med Clin (Barc). Books or 
Special Articles:

a) Personal Author(s): Salleras L. Educación Sanitaria. Principios, 
métodos y aplicaciones. Madrid: Díaz de Santos, 1985.

Last JM. Public health and human ecology. 2nd Ed. Stamford: 
Appleton and Lange, 1998.

b) Editors or compliers as authors: Bennet JV, Brachman PS, Editors. 
Hospital infections. 4th Ed. Philadelphia: Lippincott- Raven, 1998.

c) Book chapter: Rodríguez Torres A, Castrodeza J, Ortiz de Lejarazu 
R. Vacuna antigripal. In: Salleras L, editor. Vacunaciones preventivas: 
principios y aplicaciones. Barcelona: Masson, 1998; p. 229-57.

d) Minutes of Meetings: López MJ, Galínez I, Etxeberri J, Gómez H. 
Seroprevalencia a varicela en personal hospitalario. Libro de Ponencias 
y Comunicaciones del IX Congreso de la Sociedad Española de Medicina 
Preventiva, Salud Pública e Higiene; 1997,

octubre 22-25; Barcelona. Barcelona: Sociedad Española de Medicina 
Preventiva, Salud Pública e Higiene, 1997; p. 443.

10. The Tables will be presented on separate pages within the text file 
and will include: a) Table number in Arabic numerals,

b) the corresponding title, and c) preferably only one Table per page. 
If a Table occupies more than one page, the headings will be repeated 
on the following page. They should be as clear and comprehensive as 

possible without having to refer to the text; initials and abbreviations 
should always be accompanied by an explanatory note at the foot of 
the Table. The Journal will accept Tables that occupy up to a maximum 
of one of its printed pages. The level of statistical significance will be 
stated at the foot of the Table, if it is not included in the text of the Table.

11. The Figure footnote will include a title that is sufficiently 
explanatory without having to refer to the text. When symbols, arrows, 
numbers or letters are used to identify parts of the illustrations, they 
should be clearly explained in the legend. For the explanatory footnotes, 
identifiers in the form of lower case letters in superscript will be used and 
in alphabetic order (a, b…).

12. All graphs, drawings and photographs will be considered as Figures 
and must be stored in a file separate from their footnotes, which will be 
included in the text file, at the end of the Bibliography. Each Figure will 
be submitted on a separate page and identified with a consecutive Arabic 
number, corresponding to its order of appearance in the text. Photographs 
should be selected carefully, ensuring that they are of good quality and 
omitting those that may not contribute to a better understanding of the 
text. The minimum resolution of the images should be 300 dots per inch. 
The photographs may be submitted in colour for their reproduction in 
the electronic version of the Journal; in the printed version they will 
appear in black and white. Images that contain identifiable persons will 
be appropriately masked and, if the face needs to be shown, their written 
permission must be made available (see “Obligations of the author”). 
In photographs of histological preparations, the type of stain and the 
magnification must be shown at the end of the text (e. g., HE, ×250). 
Whenever it is considered necessary, graphic resources will be used 
(arrows, asterisks) to highlight an essential part of the image. Initials and 
abbreviations should always be accompanied by an explanatory footnote. 
Drawings must be of good quality for their subsequent reproduction.

13. The author or the author for correspondence of the article will 
receive, when the article is in press, print proofs for their correction, which 
will be returned to the Editor-in-Chief within the following 48 hours.

14. The manuscripts will be anonymously reviewed by two members 
of the Editorial Board. The Editor of the Journal, taking into account 
the criticism of the reviewers, reserves the right to reject the Originals 
that are considered inappropriate, as well as to propose modifications 
to them when this is considered necessary. The manuscripts should be 
submitted at http://www.evise.com/evise/jrnl/VACUN

15. The Editorial Committee will acknowledge receipt of all works 
submitted to the Journal and on their acceptance, as well as the 
approximate publication date.

Use of word processing software 
It is important that the file be saved in the native format of the word 

processor used. The text should be in single-column format. Keep the 
layout of the text as simple as possible. Most formatting codes will be 
removed and replaced on processing the article. In particular, do not 
use the word processor’s options to justify text or to hyphenate words. 
However, do use bold face, italics, subscripts, superscripts etc. When 
preparing tables, if you are using a table grid, use only one grid for each 
individual table and not a grid for each row. If no grid is used, use tabs, 
not spaces, to align columns. The electronic text should be prepared in a 
way very similar to that of conventional manuscripts (see also the Guide 
to Publishing with Elsevier: http://www.elsevier.com/guidepublication). 
Note that source files of figures, tables and text graphics will be required 
whether or not you embed your figures in the text. See also the section 
on Electronic artwork. 

To avoid unnecessary errors you are strongly advised to use the 
‘spell-check’ and ‘grammar-check’ functions of your word processor.

Article structure

Introduction 
State the objectives of the work and provide an adequate background, 

avoiding a detailed literature survey or a summary of the results.

Material and methods 
Provide sufficient detail to allow the work to be reproduced. Methods 

already published should be indicated by a reference: only relevant 
modifications should be described.

Results 
Results should be clear and concise.

Discussion
This should explore the significance of the results of the work, 

not repeat them. A combined Results and Discussion section is often 
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appropriate. Avoid extensive citations and discussion of published 
literature.

Conclusions 
The main conclusions of the study may be presented in a short 

Conclusions section, which may stand alone or form a subsection of a 
Discussion or Results and Discussion section.

Appendices

If there is more than one appendix, they should be identified as A, 
B, etc. Formulae and equations in appendices should be given separate 
numbering: Eq. (A.1), Eq. (A.2), etc.; in a subsequent appendix, Eq. 
(B.1) and so on. Similarly for tables and figures: Table A.1; Fig. A.1, etc.

Essential title page information 
• Title. Concise and informative. Titles are often used in information-

retrieval systems. Avoid abbreviations and formulae where possible.
• Author names and affiliations. Please clearly indicate the given 

name(s) and family name(s) of each author and check that all names 
are accurately spelled. Present the authors’ affiliation addresses 
(where the actual work was done) below the names. Indicate all 
affiliations with a lower-case superscript letter immediately after the 
author’s name and in front of the appropriate address. Provide the full 
postal address of each affiliation, including the country name and, if 
available, the e-mail address of each author.

• Corresponding author. Clearly indicate who will handle correspondence 
at all stages of refereeing and publication, also post-publication. 
Ensure that the e-mail address is given and that contact details are 
kept up to date by the corresponding author.

• Present/permanent address. If an author has moved since the work 
described in the article was done, or was visiting at the time, a ‘Present 
address’ (or ‘Permanent address’) may be indicated as a footnote to 
that author’s name. The address at which the author actually did the 
work must be retained as the main, affiliation address. Superscript 
Arabic numerals are used for such footnotes.

The authors will also include in this title page, under the heading 
“Ethical disclosures” their statement on the Protection of human and 
animal subjects, the Confidentiality of Data, and the Right to privacy 
and informed consent.

The authors will mandatorily include one of the texts shown below 
for each one of the sections, depending on the characteristics of their 
article/research:

PROTECTION OF HUMAN SUBJECTS AND ANIMALS IN 
RESEARCH:

Protection of human and animal subjects. The authors declare 
that no experiments were performed on humans or animals for this 
investigation.

Or
Protection of human and animal subjects. The authors declare that 

the procedures followed were in accordance with the regulations of the 
responsible Clinical Research Ethics Committee and in accordance with 
those of the World Medical Association and the Helsinki Declaration.

PATIENTS’ DATA PROTECTION:
Confidentiality of Data. The authors declare that they have followed 

the protocols of their work centre on the publication of patient data 
and that all the patients included in the study have received sufficient 
information and have given their informed consent in writing to 
participate in that study.

Or
Confidentiality of Data. The authors declare that no patient data 

appears in this article.

RIGHT TO PRIVACY AND INFORMED CONSENT:
Right to privacy and informed consent. The authors have obtained 

the informed consent of the patients and/or subjects mentioned in the 
article. The author for correspondence is in possession of this document.

Or
Right to privacy and informed consent. The authors declare that no 

patient data appears in this article

Abstract 
A concise and factual abstract is required. The abstract should state 

briefly the purpose of the research, the principal results and major 

conclusions. An abstract is often presented separately from the article, 
so it must be able to stand alone. For this reason, References should be 
avoided, but if essential, then cite the author(s) and year(s). Also, non-
standard or uncommon abbreviations should be avoided, but if essential 
they must be defined at their first mention in the abstract itself.

Structured Abstract
A structured abstract, by means of appropriate headings, should 

provide the context or background for the research and should state 
its purpose, basic procedures (selection of study subjects or laboratory 
animals, observational and analytical methods), main findings (giving 
specific effect sizes and their statistical significance, if possible), and 
principal conclusions. It should emphasize new and important aspects 
of the study or observations. The structure Background and objective, 
Patients and method, Results and Conclusions will be followed.

Keywords 
Immediately after the abstract, provide a maximum of 6 keywords, 

using British spelling and avoiding general and plural terms and 
multiple concepts (avoid, for example, ‘and’, ‘of’). Be sparing with 
abbreviations: only abbreviations firmly established in the field may be 
eligible. These keywords will be used for indexing purposes.
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Tables 
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their appearance in the text and place any table notes below the table 
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reference was last accessed. Any further information, if known (DOI, 
author names, dates, reference to a source publication, etc.), should 
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the reference list.

Reference management software
Most Elsevier journals have a standard template available in key 

reference management packages. This covers packages using the 
Citation Style Language, such as Mendeley http://www.mendeley.
com/features/reference-manager and also others like EndNote http://
www.endnote.com/support/enstyles.asp and Reference Manager http://
refman.com/support/rmstyles.asp. Using plug-ins to word processing 
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the list of references and citations to these will be formatted according 
to the journal style as described in this Guide. The process of including 
templates in these packages is constantly ongoing. If the journal you 
are looking for does not have a template available yet, please see the 
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format these according to the journal style.
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Elsevier accepts electronic supplementary material to support and 

enhance your scientific research. Supplementary files offer the author 
additional possibilities to publish supporting applications, high-resolution 
images, background datasets, sound clips and more. Supplementary 
files supplied will be published online alongside the electronic version 
of your article in Elsevier Web products, including ScienceDirect: http://
www.sciencedirect.com. In order to ensure that your submitted material 
is directly usable, please provide the data in one of our recommended 
file formats. Authors should submit the material in electronic format 
together with the article and supply a concise and descriptive caption 
for each file. For more detailed instructions please visit our artwork 
instruction pages at http://www.elsevier.com/artworkinstructions.
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Ensure that the following items are present: 
One author has been designated as the corresponding author with 

contact details: 
• E-mail address 
• Full postal address 
All necessary files have been uploaded, and contain: 
• Keywords 
• All figure captions 
• All tables (including title, description, footnotes) 
Further considerations 
• Manuscript has been ‘spell-checked’ and ‘grammar-checked’ 
• References are in the correct format for this journal 
• All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited in the text, 

and vice versa 
• Permission has been obtained for use of copyrighted material from 

other sources (including the Internet) 
Printed version of figures (if applicable) in color or black-and-white 
• Indicate clearly whether or not color or black-and-white in print is 

required. 
• For reproduction in black-and-white, please supply black-and-white 

versions of the figures for printing purposes. 
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